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“I watched a beautiful sunset from Hive Beach at Burton 
Bradstock last night along with other people, fishermen and an 
artist who all cut quite interesting silhouettes against Golden 
Cap - 17/08/2026.”   A quote from Neil Barnes, Bridport & 
West Bay photographer, who has kindly allowed us to use on our 
front cover his photo of the artist. Thank you Neil.

With autumn upon us, and winter fast approaching, we bring you the latest edition of “The Bridport Flyer”.

On Pages 8 & 9, Tegwyn Jones – a new contributor – brings us news of an exciting fossil coming soon to 
Bridport Museum. On Pages 14 & 15 The Bridport Flyer took a walk from Chideock to Thorncombe Beacon 
during the hot days of July.

Local lepidopterist Paul Butter reflects on the heatwave, and its impact on moths and butterflies.
Please see Page 16.

Allington Hillbillies have their autumn update on Page 18.

On Pages 20 & 21 we bring you our useful maps of 
Bridport and the DT6 postcode.

Like so many, we too enjoyed The Melplash Show on 27th 
August. Find our report on Pages 24 & 25.

Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre are gearing up for 
their annual Craft and Fossil Fair at the end of October – 
read all about this on Pages 28 & 29.

Dorset Council are hosting walking events in Bridport and 
Charmouth this autumn. Find more details on Page 30.

Bridport Youth and Community Centre in St 
Michaels Lane have a wide range of activities 
this autumn and winter – find them on
Pages 34 & 35.

Please keep your copy of “The Bridport Flyer” 
handy – it holds so much of local interest. 
Local tradesmen and businesses; town and 
area maps; information on future events & 
places to go for days out; exercise and walking 
opportunities; reviews on summer events.

Best wishes for the coming months.

Anthony Bucke EDITOR.

Email: bridport@theantiquestourist.com
Friday 25 September 2026

Tesla Cybertruck at The Melplash Show. 

1912 Talbot Staff Car, deployed during World War 1. 

On HK Law’s stand at The Melplash Show.
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Rural Ranges;
The home of premium range cookers
At Rural Ranges we specialise in giving 
customers a bespoke and personalised service, 
offering Aga and range cooker solutions 
designed for you and your home.

Alongside the highest quality reconditioned 
Agas, we offer a full servicing, repair and 
refurbishment service and we are industry 
leaders in electric Aga conversions, with our 
services extending across the UK and beyond.

Not only are we Aga experts, but our 
dedicated cooker showroom and cookshop 
in Bridport, Dorset, features a collection of 
premium range cookers, from trusted brands 
including Lacanche, Bertazzoni, Ilve, Esse and 
Rangemaster, as well as outdoor cooking from 
Charlie Ovens and Big Green Egg.

Our friendly and knowledgeable team pride 
themselves in helping you find the very best fit 
for your home, lifestyle and budget and bringing 
your Aga or range cooker dream to life.

Unit 5 & 6 Edwards Building, North Mills, Bridport, Dorset, DT6 3BE
www.ruralranges.com  |  info@ruralranges.co.uk  |  01308 488994

Premium Cooking Specialists  |  Reconditioned Agas  |  Controllable Aga Conversions
Showroom & Cookshop  |  Range Cooker Servicing, Maintenance & Repair 

PLEASE LIKE US AND FOLLOW US

@TheBridportFlyer

Disclaimer: The Bridport Flyer is published by The Flyer Publications, The Old Textile Mill, South Street, Crewkerne, TA18 8AG. Whilst 
every effort is made to ensure accuracy, no liability is accepted by the publishers for inaccuracies or omissions in the content of The 
Bridport Flyer. This publication is distributed free of charge in the DT6 postcode. If you would like your own free copy, please contact 
the publishers at the above address. No content of the publication may be reproduced without the written consent of the publishers.

Copyright: The Bridport Flyer 2026



DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
BUILDING WORKS

BESPOKE JOINERY

BUILDING MAINTENANCE

HOME IMPROVEMENT & 
REFURBISHMENT

ALL ELECTRICAL WORKS,       
BIG OR SMALL

PLUMBING, PLASTERING & 
DECORATING SERVICES

Leo Davies Electrical is a trading name of
Detail & Design Property Services Ltd.

01308 422370 / 07717 682979
E: info@detailanddesign.co.uk
W: www.detailanddesign.co.uk

Electrical Repairs
Electrical Installations

Electrical Safety Inspections
Electrical Maintenance

Lighting Solutions
Emergency Electrical Services

Our team of skilled electricians are
here to cater to all your electrical needs.

01308 422370 / 07717 682979
E: info@detailanddesign.co.uk
W: www.detailanddesign.co.uk

Leo Davies Electrical is a trading name of
Detail & Design Property Services Ltd.

OLLY’S GARDEN & 
PADDOCK MAINTENANCE

Paddock Maintenance including:
Flail Topping • Hedge Trimming • Harrowing 

Rolling • Reseeding & Renovation

HORTICULTURAL QUALIFIED & FULLY INSURED

07786 998227
ollysgardenservices@gmail.comOlly Hone Garden

& Paddock Maintenance

Visit us on:

Google

Hedge Laying • Ground Clearance
Firewood Processing & Log Splitting

Rural Property Maintenance • Landscaping

SELECTED GARDEN & ESTATE MAINTENANCE ALSO AVAILABLE
Garden Hedge Trimming • Pruning • Lawn Mowing and Landscaping 

Individual Pet Cremation
Independent • Family-run • Local

Free collection within 10 miles
Memorials, Keepsakes,

Ash Jewellery & Pet Portraits

Making the final farewell
easier to bear

We believe every pet deserves a dignified farewell

evermorepetcremation.co.uk t: 07842-551842 

 
 

BRIDPORT SHUTTERS LTD

 
 

 www.abcwindowblinds.co.uk
 

01308 424614
 

ABC BLINDS 
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Tel: 01935 83069
ANTIQUES, VINTAGE, COLLECTABLES,

CRAFT & SO MUCH MORE…

OVER 80 TRADERS, THE EMPORIUM CAFÉ
& GARDEN CENTRE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE & DOG FRIENDLY

SPACE AVAILABLE TO RENT

A37 DORCHESTER - YEOVIL DT2 9PW

42 South Street • Bridport • DT6 3NN
(opposite Electric Palace)

0800 234 3610 / 07760 669 231

DORSET LANDSCAPES & SEASCAPES

Prints • Canvas • Cards

MOBILE PC SERVICES

Broadband & Email Support
Hardware & Software Issues

Data Transfer Services
Wireless Setup & Troubleshooting

New PC & Laptop Setup
CCTV Installation & 3D Printing

Light CNC MachiningLight CNC Machining
Engineering Support

PHONE SIMON ON 07939 957270 

Email: simonbloy@hotmail.com 

W W W . W I S E B Y T E . C O . U K

• Windows
• Doors

• Conservatories
• Kitchens

• Fitted Furniture

07508 376 003
lottie@treewoodwork.co.uk
www.treewoodwork.co.uk

Tel: 01308 867486  Mob: 07399 519717
www.thechimneykeepers.co.uk

THE CHIMNEY
KEEPERS

Manual & Power Sweeping  •  Bird Nests Removed

CCTV Camera Inspections  •  Stove Repairs

Certified Chimney Sweep  •  Safety certificates issued
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AB Classic Restorations
Your Friendly Local Classic Car Garage

· Vintage & Classic
· Restorations
· Servicing & Repairs

Website: abclassicrestorations.co.uk
Call us: 01308 888004
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Bridport
Museum

Logo 2: Placement

The cropped logo may 
appear on a colored bar

Or on top of an 
appropriate image

This type of 
logo - with ends 
cropped off - 
must never be 
used as a stand 
alone logo.
In this case use 
Version 1

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Phasellus 
tempor sodales euismod. Ut et lectus a 
nulla convallis dictum vel suscipit felis. 
Suspendisse in auctor sapien. Etiam 
ultrices lacus sit amet purus dapibus, 
sed vestibulum velit ornare. Duis ut 
laoreet erat. Nulla accumsan libero 
enim, accumsan viverra massa pulvinar 
a. Ut velit nisi, pharetra vel magna nec, 
egestas egestas leo.

Nulla neque ligula, sagittis sit amet 
magna quis, vulputate vestibulum 
turpis. Vivamus turpis magna, congue 
vitae erat sed, ullamcorper ultrices 
lorem. Pellentesque odio neque, auctor 
eu tincidunt non, lobortis non orci. Sed 
nec odio ac lorem hendrerit suscipit. 
Duis dignissim sapien nunc, sit amet 
semper urna mollis vitae. Sed a velit 
accumsan, ornare est vel, tempus arcu.

Bridport
Museum

Bridport
Museum
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An Exciting New Fossil 
coming soon to Bridport 
Museum
An extraordinary prehistoric discovery is 
coming to Bridport Museum this autumn, 
featuring a massive 10-metre ichthyosaur 
found on a secret local beach by visiting 
fossil hunters.

The fossil is the remains of a fearsome 
marine predator that swam in the seas 
locally at the end of the Jurassic Period, 
about 185 million years ago.. The fossil will 
be the subject of an exhibition at Bridport 
Museum this autumn.

Ichthyosaurs were successful marine 
reptiles that lived throughout the world’s 
oceans, and mostly hunted squid and fish. 
But the larger types, like this 
one, were top predators that 
ate smaller ichthyosaurs. 
No one had found such a 
fossil in this location before.
The specimen has now been 
studied at Bristol University, 
and their draft findings have 
been made available to 
Bridport Museum.

Palaeontologist Sam Scriven, 
Principal World Heritage 
Officer, says “Apart from its 

Visit us: Bridport Museum, 25 South 
Street, Bridport, Dorset, DT6 3NR

Call us: 01308 458703

Website: www.bridportmuseum.co.uk

Follow us on our socials:

Carine Plissart uncovers the fossil on the beach.
credit to Michel Plissart

great size (the animal was nearly 10m 
long) the Bridport ichthyosaur is unique 
in that it lived nine million years after an 
environmental catastrpohe that killed off 
most marine creatures. Its very existence 
shows that the effect of that environmental 
crisis on these important marine predators 
is not well understood by science.”

Visitors Michel and Carine Plissart of 
Belgium knew they had discovered 
something very unusual. Michel said 
“We knew it was something of scientific 
interest and we immediately contacted 
the Charmouth Fossil Centre.” Experts 
at the Centre and those at the university 
have now confirmed that the dark shapes 
that Michel and Carine had seen in a bed 
of sandstone were the remains of a giant 
ichthyosaur – the first one ever found in 

these particular rock layers, the Bridport 
Sand Formation.

The find was gifted by the landowner 
to Bridport Museum, and a grant was 
obtained to mount an exhibition abiout it.

Michelle Caesar, museum manager, said 
“This is a very generous gift, that, we think, 
will inspire local people and visitors about 
the fossil history of our part of the world. 
The exhibition will open on October 24th, 
and will run until April 2027, thanks to the 
kind financial support of many people. It 
will be of great interest to children and 
enthusiasts alike. We are making a short 
film, will trial a VR experience, and hope to 
run some talks about the fossil during the 
period of the exhibition."

by Tegwyn Jones

Ichthyosaur - artists impression.
Credit to Surface Vision
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WE DON`T BUY ANY CARS
BUT WE MIGHT BUY YOURS 

QUALITY CARS WANTED 

Misterton, Nr Crewkerne TA18 8LY
Tel: 01460 72997 Fax: 01460 73661

www.mistertongarage.co.uk

“For a new
 lease of Life”

01460 271172
www.regencycareandmobility.co.uk
• Mobility Scooters
• Rise and Recline Chairs
• Rise and Recline Beds
• Bath & Stair Lifts
• Daily Living Aids
• FREE After Care Service
• FREE Call Outs & Home
 Demonstrations
Part exchanges offered
on scooters

10 Falkland Square Crewkerne TA18 7JS
Email: info@regencycareandmobility.co.uk

Open
Monday to Saturday
9:00am to 4:00pm

Working with the NHS
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Based in the heart of the historic market town of 
Bridport, there has been an independent lighting 
shop at 52 South Street for over 40 years.

With a large range of lighting to suit all tastes 
and budgets, from the latest technology and 
cutting-edge design to lighting suitable for 
traditional settings. Stocking lights for both 
indoor and outdoor 
settings.

With hundreds of 
lampshades in stock, 
Bridport Lighting caters 
to every need.

Call in today to discuss 
your requirements. 

Large Range of Modern & Traditional Styles, 
whether you’re looking for a statement

chandelier or a simple lampshade we have
the solutions to all your lighting needs.

Please check website for opening times

Tel. 01308 422318
52 South Street, Bridport, DT6 3NN

info@bridportlighting.co.uk  |  bridportlighting.co.uk

MH ELECTRICAL
AERIAL, SATELLITE AND WIFI

ELECTRICIAN’S / TV ENGINEER’S

MATT:
07447 302905

MARK:
07508 805044

Enquiriesmhelectrical@hotmail.com

WWW.MHELECTRICAL.BIZ
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A Walk to 
Thorncombe Beacon
“Thorncombe Beacon” is an unusual name 
for a high-point on The Jurassic Coast, 
between Seatown and Eype, as it is around 
11 miles away - “as the crow flies” - from 
the West Dorset village of Thorncombe.

A hot afternoon in July took us by bus 
(route X51) to Broadmead in Chideock. 
Here we alighted and joined “Meashes 
Way”, on the north side of A35, for the 
climb to Quarr Lane. Meashes Way was 
the dream of the late Winston Maskell, 
who had the vision of a safe walking, 
cycle and equestrian route from Chideock, 
eastwards towards Bridport. (Featured in 
The Bridport Flyer Spring 2023.) The first 
section was opened in Spring 2025, and 
runs between Park Farm and Quarr Lane. 
(Featured in The Bridport Flyer August 
2025.)  

Follow the bridleway uphill, in an easterly 
direction until you reach Quarr Lane. Time 
for a rest at Meashes memorial bench? 
Turn right into Quarr Lane. Then carefully 
cross the A35 and join the bridleway 
straight ahead. Follow this uphill, soon 

bearing left towards Eype Down (No 
signpost here). Follow the bridleway (rutted 
by motor vehicles) in a loop, soon gaining 
the top and some open ground. From this 
elevation there are great views of Seatown, 
Langdon Hill, Quarr Hill, Colmers Hill, 
Symondsbury and Bridport. 

Go diagonally left handed across the open 
ground and pick up the footpath. Go as far 
as a crab-apple tree, then turn right. The 
path now climbs steeply through bracken to 
the top of the earthworks. Join another path 
here, turn right and soon descend into tree-
cover. Take a left, then a right, joining a path 
from the left, now walking on the top of a 

rampart as far as a farmgate. Pass through 
into an open field. Follow lefthanded and 
your destination - Thorncombe Beacon - will 
be ahead of you on the horizon. Climb over 
a stile, where a path joins you on the left. 
Cross the “saddle” and after a short, steep 
climb, you reach the clifftop at Thorncombe 
Beacon!

Time to pause and take in the breath-taking 
views; eastwards over West Bay, as far 
as The Isle of Portland; westwards over 
Seatown, past Golden Cap, and along the 
East Devon coastline. Looking north, pick 
out Lamberts Castle in the west, The Devils 
Three Jumps, Pilsdon Pen, Lewesden, and 
further east Eggardon Hill! Closer to hand 
are fascinating views of Bridport.

After the obligatory photo-calls, it’s time to 
retrace our steps towards the bus. Or maybe 
drop down to Seatown; or Eype and then 
West Bay? Which ever way you return, the 

journey will have been worth it!

Distance: 4 mile round-trip.
Difficulty: Steep climbs, brambles, main road 
to cross.
Footwear: Walking boots.
Pay-off: Stunning views and great photo 
opportunities!
Dogs: Always on leads.

Date of walk:  27 July 2026
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The Big Butterfly Year ?
2026 has been breaking records all year, 
we have had the driest, the sunniest, and 
warmest records being broken one after 
the other. One thing that a lot of insects 
like, especially butterflies and moths is 
lovely sunny days and warm balmy nights 
of which we have had a plenty this year. 
So it is not surprising that everyone has 
been commenting on how many more 
butterflies they have been seeing in their 
gardens and out and about. Moths are 
less obvious to most people, but they 
have also had a bumper year so far.

In May there was a huge influx of a 
usually rare migrant, the fabulous 
Striped Hawk-moth. Moth enthusiasts 
in Cornwall were recording up to 30 of 
these superb insects and they soon 
turned up throughout the south-west 
and eventually well up into the northern 
counties. Accompanying them were lots 
of Hummingbird Hawk-moths usually 
seen by day hovering in front of flowers 
like Red Valerian and Buddleia. As the 
warm weather continued through the 
summer months more and more often 
rare migrant species have been turning 
up on our shores, perhaps escaping 

the severe droughts and fires in 
Europe. I had planted a bed 

of white Tobacco plants 
hoping to attract the 

huge Convolvulus 
Hawk-moth and 

was really 

pleased to watch these fantastic moths 
swooping around the flowers every 
evening at dusk.

Painted Lady and Clouded Yellow 
butterflies have also had an extraordinary 
year reaching our shores from north 
Africa and Europe respectively. In most 
years most of these refugees arrive later 
in the year and eventually die out in the 
cooler months but this year they have 
all been busy breeding here and so by 
August there were thousands of home 
bred butterflies adding to the numbers. 
Painted Ladies will soon be heading back 
to Africa but perhaps a mild winter will 
allow the Clouded Yellows to survive as 
caterpillars along the south coast.

Although this all sounds great news for 
these wonderful creatures there have 
been concerns that it might be another 
1976 when the droughts went on and on 
into autumn. Withering plants meant no 
food for caterpillars and it caused the 
biggest single crash in insect numbers 

from which they have never 
really recovered. Luckily 

I think the rains came 
just in time this year 
but we will have to 
see what the effects 
of this extraordinary 

year will have been until 
next year.

by Paul Butter

The Big Butterfly Year ? 
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At Instant ReDress (DT6 3JX) we 
still have a wonderful array of fun, 
colourful Festival stock.
Moving on from Summers Music 
festivals, we now have a shop full of 
Oktoberfest & Halloween stock, to 
be closely followed with goods for 
Christmas & New Year festivities.
Fun Gifts - Our ever changing, 
Exclusive hand made Wikid Shertz 
and waistcoats are made in sizes 
36'' - 54'' chest, and are priced at 

ridiculously honest 
prices, so it's no wonder 
they fly out! - just like our ladies 
reversible quilted  jackets and bags.! 
We have some wonderfully practical 
magnetic brooches (so no holes!) and 
colourful necklaces to finish the look.
Silly Fun - As usual we have our wide 
range of Secret Santa / Stocking Fillers  
- some of which are under the counter!!
Pop in and take a look...

FUN STUFF   EXCLUSIVE GIFTS

 
 

 
 
 

 

01308 420077
43 East Street, Bridport

www.instantredress.co.uk
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CALL US ON: 01460 63320
info@caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk
www.caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk
Littlecombe Garage, Touches Lane, Chaffcombe Rd, Chard, Somerset, TA2O 1RR

MOTORHOME
HABATITION CHECKS

CARAVAN
SERVICING

ACCIDENT
REPAIRS

MOTORHOME
VEHICLE SERVICES

MOTORHOME
& CARAVAN
INSURANCE REPAIRS

SOLAR PANELS
& LEISURE BATTERIES

VALETING

INSURANCE APPROVED
BODY SHOP

SHOWER TRAY
& SINK REPAIRS

18 19Please mention THE BRIDPORT FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thebridportflyer.co.uk18 19

ALLINGTON 
HILLBILLIES
Following on from the success of the Country 
Fair, we are getting ready for our next event 
on the Hill, which is very much in tune with 
the coming of Autumn: ‘Allington Autumn 
Harvest’, on Saturday 10th October, 10am - 
2pm. If you’re looking for a good way to use 
some of the glut of apples and pears we 
have enjoyed this year, then this is the 
ideal opportunity to bring them along 
and get juicing!

There will also be a Dorset Apple 
cake competition, with prizes for the 
winners. The classes are: Traditional 
Dorset Apple Cake, Modern Dorset 
Apple Cake with a twist, Under 11 and 
11-16 children’s classes. For more details 
and entry forms, please see our Allington 
Hillbillies Facebook page.

We will be selling locally produced products, 
such as jams and chutneys, home-made 
cakes and refreshments, with profits going to 
Bridport Community Orchard and Allington 
Hillbillies. Jo Burlington will be providing fun 
art activities for adults and children.

On October 10th, November 8th and 
December 13th, Cathy Harvey and Max 
Cantrell will be running Nature Clubs for age 
eights and above (maximum 2 children per 
adult) to create wildlife habitats, such as log 

piles and dead-hedging, and to search for 
wildlife that might make use of these habitats.

We hold two regular volunteering sessions 
each week on Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings. All working parties start at 10am.

The Wednesday group is a very hands-on 
session, focusing on the more strenuous 
work that needs doing around the Hill, such 
as hedge-laying, coppicing, clearing paths or 
bramble bashing.

There will be a taster session for 
this group on Wednesday, 

November 18th at 10am. Meet 
at the main gate, Hospital Lane. 
What3Words salutes.toasters.
shrub.

The Thursday group is a 
more gentle working party. For 

example, preparation for activities 
and crafting using natural materials. The 

taster session for this group is on Thursday 
15th October at 10am. Meet at the main gate, 
Hospital Lane, as above.

New volunteers are always welcome and 
we very much look forward to seeing you 
at one of our events or taster sessions 
this Autumn. Allington Hill is a beautiful, 
natural environment, rich in diverse wildlife, 
woodland and open meadow for everyone to 
enjoy. More information about our group can 
be found on our website,
www.allingtonhillbillies.org.uk,
or on our Allington Hillbillies Facebook page.
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1.	 Auto Refurbs
2.	 Axe Skip Hire Ltd
3.	 Beccas Fabric Larder
4.	 Beehive Storage
5.	 Bridport Lighting
6.	 Bridport Windows Doors & 

Conservatories Ltd
7.	 Burwoods Electrical
8.	 Caravan & Motorhome 

Solutions

9.	 Dorset Nectar Cider Farm
10.	 Evans Plant Hire
11.	 Forde Abbey & Gardens
12.	 Instant ReDress
13.	 Kitchen Kind
14.	 Misterton Garage
15.	 Neil Barnes Gallery
16.	 Paul Frewen Motors
17.	 Porter Dodson
18.	 Redlands Yard

19.	 Regency Care & Mobility
20.	 Rural Ranges 
21.	 Sophie Rose Soft Furnishings
22.	 StudiOne
23.	 The Admiral Hood
24.	 The Corner Garage
25.	 Top Sparks UK Ltd
26.	 Wardon Hill Trading Post
27.	 Yarcombe Woodland 
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•	 AB Classic Restorations
•	 ABC Blinds
•	 Detail & Design Property Services Ltd
•	 Evermore Pet Cremation
•	 Forest & Tree Care
•	 Gavin Dixon Financial Solutions Ltd
•	 H Leaf & Co Ltd
•	 Leo Davies Electrical

•	 MH Electrical
•	 Mobile PC Repairs
•	 Noah Darby Tree Services
•	 Oliver Hone Garden & Padock
•	 SCM Garage Doors
•	 The Chimney Keepers 
•	 Three Counties Pest Control
•	 Tree Bespoke Woodwork
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Planning & Building Regulation Drawings
Bridport & West Dorset

Extensions  •  Alterations  •  Conversions

www.hleafandco.co.uk
jodyleaf@hotmail.co.uk  •  07971 870873

FINANCE SETTLED
INSTANT DECISION

SELLING YOUR CAR 
MADE EASY

WWW.PAULFREWENMOTORS.CO.UKWWW.PAULFREWENMOTORS.CO.UK
CALL US FOR A FREE VALUATION CALL US FOR A FREE VALUATION 01460 23900001460 239000  |    |  07966 41580107966 415801

Don’t part exchange your car, we can give you a top price for
your car and you can get a better deal on your new one

WE BUY ALL WE BUY ALL 
CARS, VANS & MOTORBIKES CARS, VANS & MOTORBIKES 

New & Old, Expensive or Cheap

SCM
GARAGE DOORS

Tel: 07902 501114  Email: simon@scmgaragedoors.com 
SCM garage doors  Website: www.scmgaragedoors.com

We are a local,
family-run business installing,

repairing and maintaining all types of
garage doors & window shutters. 

If you want to make your garage more secure, or want a way to improve the value and look of your 
property then have a new garage door installed by our professional team.

10 year guarantee on new installations  - Free site survey & quotes

APPROVED INSTALLER

A fantastic installation of our new garador garage door. A problem free process from start
to finish from Simon and his team. We are delighted with our new garage door

and thoroughly recommend SCM Garage Doors.
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LOCAL PROFESSIONAL, SPECIALISING
IN REGULAR PEST MANAGEMENT

RODENT & MOLE CONTROL

Call Jonathan: 07484 677457
3cpestcontrol@gmail.com
www.3cpestcontrol.co.uk

East Devon, West Dorset, South Somerset



“A true country show….” 
overheard today in the 
happy crowds at the 179th 
Melplash Show, Thursday 
27th August 2026.

The weather forecast was 
cautious over the “rain-
versus-sunshine” situation 
for the show, but as it 
transpired, despite a few 
cloudy interludes, we all 
enjoyed another dry and 
sunny day.

Yes, a true country show! In 
the Main Arena we watched 
show-jumping, shetland 
pony jumping, heavy horses 
and beagles.  

In the Countryside Sports 
Arena ferrets, gun dogs, 
terriers, dog trainers and 
falcons were all put through 
their paces. 

The marquees were 
home to craft, baking, art, 
photography and floral 
displays, plus horticultural 
and farming produce 
(including an interesting 
selection of silage – with a 
winner!) 

The trade stands were 
many and varied, including 
plants, garden supplies, 
outdoor clothing and 
fashion, garden furniture, 
and buildings. Nearby, 

“professionals” included 
solicitors, estate agents, 
accountants, insurers, 
auctioneers, veterinaries, 
and financial planning. 
Then local manufacturers, 
food producers and 
suppliers, support 
businesses and agricultural 
machinery dealers.                                                                                                        
We even found a “sinister” 
looking vehicle – the Tesla 
Cybertruck! But not yet 
available for legal use on 
British roads!

Throughout the day the 
showground was busy, 
with crowds thronging 
the site. It was obvious 

that so many were locals, 
country and farming 
families, alongside visitors, 
all quite rightly enjoying 
the spectacle of fairground 
rides, food vendors, trade 
stands, livestock lines, 
Morris dancers, live music. 
Then a chat and a drink at 
a trade stand or favourite 
supplier….. perfect summer 
pastimes.

Bridport Muesum were 
demonstrating rope-making, 
and seeking information on 
flax; West Bay Discovery 
Centre were on show, along 
with Bridport Football Club, 

U3A and nearby the West 
Dorset Young Farmers.

A “best in show” was 
awarded to Rural Ranges 
(Stand EW4) for their 
imaginative trade 
stand, displaying and 
demonstrating AGA 
and Rayburn appliances. 
Congratulations Steve and 
Alison!

The animal lines were well 
supported with strong 
entries in the livestock 
classes - sheep, cattle, pigs 
and goats all competing for 
awards. The Grand Parade 
in the Main Arena, was on 

time at 3.15, with winning 
animals and their handlers 
receiving their awards.

The Melplash Show may be 
unique with its commitment 
to the “Discover Farming 
Marquee” which introduces 
youngsters to the principles 
of farming and land 
conservation, with the long-
term possibility of farm 
scholarships. 

I am sure that President 
Peter Hardwill, his 
Committee and Directors 
are quietly celebrating 
another very successful 
Melplash Show.
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Mosterton l  Beaminster l  Dorset l  DT8 3HJ

HONEST FOOD IN A REAL PUB

www.theadmiralhood.co.uk

Mosterton l  Beaminster l  Dorset l  DT8 3HJ

HONEST FOOD IN A REAL PUB

www.theadmiralhood.co.uk

Mosterton l  Beaminster l  Dorset l  DT8 3HJ

HONEST FOOD IN A REAL PUB

www.theadmiralhood.co.uk

Mosterton l  Beaminster l  Dorset l  DT8 3HJ

HONEST FOOD IN A REAL PUB

Telephone: 01308 868338
www.theadmiralhood.co.uk

Proprietor: Mr Chris David  01308 488238  07799 335287
The Corner Garage, Melplash, Bridport, DT6 3UD

cornergarage@btconnect.com  www.cornergaragebridport.co.uk

THE CORNER GARAGE

All makes serviced, specialising in

• MOT
• Welding
• Car Servicing
• Car Repairs
• Clutch Replacements

• Free Courtesy Car
• Brakes
• Engine Tuning
• Engine Diagnostics
• Car Valeting

• Car Batteries
• Breakdown Recovery
• Engine Repair
• Friendly Service
• Gearbox Repairs

Reliable Car Garage Services in Bridport Since 1936

Your Trusted Local Experts for Car Servicing, Repairs, MOTs, and More

Proud members of the Good Garage scheme

Classic Car Enthusiasts

we undertake all types of 

classic car work with over 

45 years of experience.



CHARMOUTH
HERITAGE
COAST CENTRE 
We are gearing up for our annual 
Craft and Fossil Fayre at St. Andrew’s 
Hall in Charmouth on Saturday 31st 
October 10am-5pm. 

Local Fossil Collectors Lizzie Hingley 
and Chris East will be back again 
selling and displaying their amazing 
locally collected and prepared fossils. 
New for 2026 local collector Jake 
Dean will also be joining the fayre. 
Every fossil makes a unique gift for 
someone in the run up to Christmas 
or adds something new to your own 
collection. There are more expensive 
unique pieces and plenty of smaller 
pocket money pieces or ‘stocking 
fillers’. 

As always, we are joined by our 
devoted stall holders offering their 
locally made arts and 
crafts, from glassware, 
pottery & ceramics, 
jewellery, art prints 
and greetings cards, 
willow, and much more! 
There are many unique 
seashore themed gifts 
including gorgeous 
hessian beachcombing 
and fossil hunting bags. 

We will be running our 
raffle, with a chance to 
win one of many prizes. 
All the proceeds from the 
raffle to go supporting 
our educational charity. 

Prizes include 
luxury hampers, 
handmade 
pottery 
pieces, 
bottles of 
wine and 
whiskeys, 
prints 
and more. 
If you 
would like 
to donate 
a prize for this 
year’s raffle, then 
please let Ali Ferris know
ali@charmouth.org 

Our Heritage Coast Centre Volunteers 
will be busy in the refreshments room 
at the back of the hall providing much 
needed Halloween cakes and hot 
drinks throughout the day. Bacon rolls 
will be served over lunchtime with a 
cream tea during the afternoon. 

It wouldn’t be Halloween without 

a pumpkin 
competition! We 
would like families 
to bring in a 
carved pumpkin, 
featuring a fossil 
or dinosaur! They 
will go on display 
in the hall for the 

day, and judges will 
choose a 1st, 2nd and 

3rd place with prizes 
to be won. So put your best 

carving skills forward! There 
are so many fossil designs to choose 
from, intricate ammonites, delicate 
sea lilies or monstrous megalosaurs! 
We can’t wait to see your designs. 

And will you spot our dinosaurs 
running around Charmouth? They 
have been on the streets at our last 
two fayres, engaging with visitors 
and inviting them along to the hall 
and to the Centre on the sea front. 

You may even get a photo 
opportunity with them! We 
can’t wait to se you all 

there in October. 

Over the autumn and 
winter, the Centre 

will continue to 
change our 

recent 
finds 

display 
regularly as new fossils come in, 
including the fossil on the month 
display. Remember entry to the 
centre is FREE so you can come 
along and see what is new on 
display as often as you like. We will 
be announcing the 2026 winners of 
the Children’s Fossil Competition, so 
keep a look out on our social media 
platforms (Instagram, Facebook and 
Bluesky). These will go on display next 
year. 

From November 1st we revert to 
our winter opening hours (please 
see www.charmouth.org/chcc/
opening-times/) On the days we 
close we carry out renovations to the 
centre and build new displays for the 
following season. This winter we are 
developing a new look for our marine 
displays.

Ali Ferris.
Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre.

Fossil of the
Month September
found by Cliff Nicklin

Fossil of the month July 
Found by Tony Gill

 Annual Craft and Fossil Fair

Volunteer dinosaurs for the fair
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The Get Active Outdoors 2026 programme offers entry-level activities designed to make moving 
more accessible, enjoyable and social. From Nordic walking and health walks to cycling and Tai Chi, 
there are plenty of ways to improve your health and wellbeing in a supportive outdoor environment.

You can view the full programme online or collect a printed brochure from your local library or 
community hub.

GET activeGET active
OUTDOORSOUTDOORS
Helping you to move more

1. GENTLE HEALTH WALKS - BRIDPORT
Every Wednesday at 9.45am, 
the group meets at the United 
Church, East Street, Bridport 
for a 20 to 40-minute walk on 
mainly flat, firm surfaces with 
gentle slopes and no steps or 
stiles.

A longer walk also takes place 
every Thursday, starting at 
9:45am from the United 
Church and lasting around 60 
minutes. These routes may 
include moderate slopes, steps 
and uneven surfaces.

After both walks, walkers and 
leaders often enjoy a social 
catch-up at a nearby café.

Just turn up — we look 
forward to seeing you there!

With the support of a qualified Nordic Walking Instructor, these 
friendly courses will help you master the basics and improve your 
technique while enjoying the outdoors.

Charmouth Recreation Field, Barr’s Lane, Charmouth, DT6 6PS

Cost: £15 per person

Booking: Call the Dorset Council Health and Activity Team at Moors 
Valley Country Park, Golf and Activity Centre on 01425 480811

2. GET INTO NORDIC WALKING – CHARMOUTH

3. BECOME A VOLUNTEER HEALTH WALK LEADER
Do you enjoy walking, meeting new people and helping others become more active?

We are looking for friendly volunteers to support and lead local health walks. Full training and 
ongoing support are provided, and no previous experience is necessary.

Volunteering is a great way to stay active, build confidence, learn new skills and make a positive 
difference within your community. Join our team of volunteer health walk leaders and help others 
enjoy the benefits of getting active outdoors.

COURSE DATES

Wednesday 11 November

1:30pm–3pm

Email: dorsethealthwalks@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk or call: 01425 480811
For more information visit www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Dorset
Council
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Call us: 07486 062 343 Find us: 34 South Street, Bridport, DT6 3NQ

Sew * Weave * Paint * Hire * Craft * Create

www.studi0ne.com (0 is a Zero!) www.beccasfabriclarder.com

WE TEACH
Patchwork, Weaving, Collage, Machine 
Embroidery, Quilting, Willow Sculpture, 

Jewellery, Silver Clay Workshops, 
Floristry, Fused Glass, Mixed Media, Dying, 

Soft Furnishings, Dress Making,
Doll & Teddy Making & More!

WE STOCK
Merchant & Mills, Craft Cottons, Sashiko 

Threads, Elastic, Haberdashery, Heritage 
Seams Preloved Textiles, Wadding, Felt, 

Books, Magazines, Threads, Kids Fabrics, 
Panels, Sewing Kits, Cutters

& More!

Tree surgery, 
garden maintenance and 

landscaping in the South West 

Forest and Tree Care Ltd, Larkfield Barn, Burton Bradstock, Bridport DT6 4FF
www.forestandtreecareltd.co.uk

forestandtreecareltd@hotmail.co.uk

Tree Surgery
Forestry

Soft Landscaping
Logs

Chippings
Trees & Shrubs

Call us on 01308 456218 
for a FREE consultation 

and quote

01297 32470 | skips@axeskiphire.co.uk

www.axeskiphire.co.uk

Transform your cluttered space 
into a clean and stress free haven.

Eco Friendly
Dispodal

Transparent
Pricing

BOOK DIRECT
ONLINE

It’s even now easier to book 
your skip delivery and return

or a rubbish collection:
bookonline.axeskiphire.co.uk
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BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL
Contact us on 01308 868362  •  email: hello@stableyardrestaurant.co.uk

Redlands Yard BROADWINDSOR

Come visit us at: Redlands Lane, Broadwindsor, Dorset DT8 3PX

FURZIE WOOL SCULPTURE GALLERY
Needlefelt Courses and Commissions 

Come and see Michelle’s quirky wool sculptures and find out 
about making some yourself. See website for details of

course dates and Christmas Felting Parties. 

Woolly open hours so please check before travelling. 

07941 147161 www.furzie.co.uk felt@furzie.co.uk

Redlands Yard late night 
shopping opening on 
Thursday 26th of November.

Complementary mince pies 
and mulled wine.

Come and enjoy Christmas 
carols performed by 
Beaminster singers.'

A treasure trove of unique gifts from around 
the world. Silver, gold and gemstone jewellery. 
Stone and metal sculptures from Zimbabwe. 
Books, oils, crystals, baskets and much more.

01308 868911

Visit our webiste: www.redlandsyard.co.uk

Fabric for all uses, craft kits, Childrens clothes 
& accessories, personalised embroidery, good 

selection of haberdashery bits & pieces! Alison also 
offers a hemming & alterations service.

7 Redlands Yard
07914 387246 hunny-bunnies.co.uk

Redlands Yard BROADWINDSOR
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•	 Twice-Baked Goat’s Cheese Soufflé
•	 Duck & Orange Pâté with Homemade Chutney
•	 Prawn Cocktail with Bloody Mary Sauce
•	 Mushroom stuffed with Caramelised Onions & 

Dorset Smoked Cheddar, served on Leaves

•	 Roast Turkey Breast with Cranberry & Orange 
Stuffing, Pigs in Blankets & Roast Potatoes

•	 Confit Duck with Port & Redcurrant Sauce & 
Roast Potatoes

•	 Salmon Fillet with Lemon Herb Crust, Sautéed 
New Potatoes & Dill Sauce

•	 Beef Bourguignon with Horseradish Mash
•	 Mushroom, Stilton & Chestnut Pie with Roast 

Potatoes
All mains served with seasonal vegetables.

•	 Homemade Christmas Pudding with Brandy Cream
•	 Tia Maria Chocolate Torte
•	 Vanilla Panna Cotta with Mixed Berry Compote
•	 Baileys Cheesecake with a Shot of Baileys
•	 Cheese & Biscuits (£2.50 supplement)

CHRISTMAS MENU 2026
DAYTIME
Two Courses £28.95  |  Three Courses £34.95
Wednesday - Friday lunchtimes, 2nd - 18th 

December 2026

EVENING - Includes Prosecco on Arrival
Two Courses £34.95  |  Three Courses £41.95
From 7pm on Friday 11th & Friday 18th 
December

The restaurant is available for larger parties 
on other evenings – please contact us for 
more details.
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As BYCC continues to celebrates its 
10th Anniversary, we are delighted to 
announce funding success with recent 
grants from the District Council Youth 
Funding and the Police and Crime 
Commissioner Operation Relentless 
Community Fund. 
Gemma Collis, the Youth Club Manager 
& Lead youth worker, has engaged the 
youth club members in imaginative 
ways, encouraging them to take part 
in consultations leading to exciting new 
activities. This had led to an increase in 
numbers attending youth clubs. Gemma 
enthused “We are incredibly grateful to 
receive this funding, which will help us 
continue to grow and provide positive 
opportunities for the young people in 

our community, and a huge thank you to 
our amazing staff team.” 
Last Autumn BYCC responded to an 
increase in youth anti-social behaviour 
in Bridport by stepping up and offering 
a safe space as a first response, then 
worked in partnership with other 
partners to find ways to support young 
people to try and reduce the problem. 
This response helped BYCC in securing 
funding from the PCC for Outreach at 
West Bay specifically in order to reduce 
anti -social behaviour.
The centre has been working in 
collaboration with Colfox school and 
multiple partners across the Bridport 
community partnership as part of their 
Cradle to Career initiative.  Ian Bark, 
chair of the BYCC, ‘Cradle to Career is 
a really exciting ten year project aimed 
at giving our young people the best 
support and opportunities possible, and 
BYCC will play a pivotal role in delivering 

this multi-faceted whole community 
initiative.’ 
On the community front, the Not So 
Youth Club, 3rd Wed of every month, 
11am to 2pm, is building up participants. 
Come and give us a go. £3 a session 
for sports hall activities such as table 
tennis, a cooking group to pick up 
affordable, scrumptious ideas, Art and 
craft sessions, café and more. We have 
funding till next April to give the over 
50’s of Bridport a chance to suggest 
and sample what they would like to have 
on offer at their club. For £5 you can 
book a shared lunch. (limited numbers)
ANYONE FOR PICKLE BALL?

We are very grateful to Simon Wood of 
Lumley and Wood Dental Practice for his 
generous donation of pickle ball kit. 
This sport is growing in popularity 
because it’s: Easy to learn, low cost, 
gentle on joints, very Social and for all 
ages.
What we need are some experienced 
pickle ball players who could pass on 

their skills and enable us all to learn 
a new sport and fun doing it. Please 
contact Lesley Windsor, if this could be 
you? 
The Forget Me Not Singers group, exudes 
joy! It’s for people with memory loss 
and their carer. Start with a cup of tea 
and biscuit and join Jane Silver Corren 
for a happiness boost as you sing songs 
old and not so old. £5 a session. A huge 
thank you to the Art @ Eype artists 
who let us run the café at their July 
exhibition. We raised £465. We dearly 
want to continue this thriving group 
and extend the range of activities and 
support but funding is a key issue. If 
memory loss is a cause close to your 
heart and you have fundraising ideas, 
please get in touch. 
By the time you read this article, BYCC’s 
10th anniversary open day will have 
happened but check out our Facebook, 
Instagram and Website for information 
about the quarterly BYCC Quiz many 
more groups and events coming up.  
Contact COMMUNITY@BRIDPORTYCC.ORG 
for more information.
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AS THE AUTUMN CLOSES IN…YOUR COMMUNITY CENTRE AS THE AUTUMN CLOSES IN…YOUR COMMUNITY CENTRE 
IS THERE FOR YOU WITH A WEALTH OF OPPORTUNITIES.IS THERE FOR YOU WITH A WEALTH OF OPPORTUNITIES.



evans-plant-hire@tiscali.co.uk www.evans-plant-hire.co.uk
UNIT 3, WESTWAY BUSINESS PARK, DOTTERY, BRIDPORT. DT6 5HR

PLANT & TOOL HIRE

From scissor lifts and telehandlers to a huge range of plant and tool hire,
we have equipment to suit projects of all sizes.

Mini excavators (1–9 tonne), dumpers (½–6 tonne), concrete mixers, compressors,
compactors, rollers, generators, sandblasting equipment and more.

We also stock a full range of gardening equipment and general tools for trade and DIY use.

ACCESS
EQUIPMENT
AVAILABLE

FOR HIRE

THE SPRING 2027 EDITION OF THE BRIDPORT FLYER
WILL BE OUT WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 22ND FEBRUARY.

DEADLINE FOR INCLUSION FRIDAY 22ND JANUARY 2027.

WHY CHOOSE “THE BRIDPORT FLYER” FOR YOUR ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN?

•	 ATTRACTIVE, FULL-COLOUR PUBLICATION PRINTED ON QUALITY PAPER-STOCK.      
•	 INTERESTING EDITORIAL - LOCALLY FOCUSSED.
•	 UNRIVALLED DISTRIBUTION – 1 COPY DELIVERED BY ROYAL MAIL TO EVERY BUSINESS AND 

PRIVATE ADDRESS IN DT6 POSTCODE. THAT MEANS OVER 12,000 POTENTIAL LOCAL CUSTOMERS!
•	 FURTHER COPIES AVAILABLE FROM OUR STANDS IN AND AROUND BRIDPORT.
•	 EVERY ADVERTISER FEATURES ON OUR CENTRE-SPREAD LOCAL MAPS.
•	 FREE, PROFESSIONAL DESIGN FOR YOUR ADVERT.

CALL NICK ON 07852 484419 TO BOOK YOUR SPACE,
OR EMAIL THEFLYERPUBLICATIONS@GMAIL.COM

WWW.THEBRIDPORTFLYER.CO.UK
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Auto Refurbs Ltd 01460 78000
From minor bump to major thump

• Low Bake Oven • Fully Equipped Body Shop • Alloy Refurbishment  
• Air Conditioning • Light Commercials • Caravans & Campers • Insurance Approved  

• Motorbike Body Repair • Collection & Delivery • Free Courtesy Cars

www.autorefurbs.co.uk
U N I T  2 E  |  C R O P M E A D  T R A D I N G  E S T A T E  |  C R E W K E R N E  |  S O M E R S E T  |  T A 1 8  7 H E

workshop@autorefurbs.com
@AutoRefurbsLtd



Bridport Windows offers high-quality home 
improvement solutions, specialising in 
Replacement Windows and Doors in 
uPVC, Aluminium and Timber. We also supply 
and install Warm Roof Conservatories, 
Composite Doors, Conservatories, 
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering, Secondary 
Glazing and provide repairs for Misted Units, 
Handles, Hinges and Window Repairs.

With decades of combined industry 
experience, our friendly and professional 
team is committed to delivering expert 
advice, quality workmanship and reliable 
service from your initial enquiry through 
to completion. Whether you're looking to 
improve your home with new windows and 

doors or need repairs to existing installations, 
we're here to help.

For a FREE, no-obligation quotation, contact 
our team or visit our showroom. Find out 
more at www.bridportwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01308 422963 Email: info@bridportwindows.co.uk
Unit 2, Old Laundry Trading Estate, Sea Road North, Bridport DT6 3BD

WWW.BRIDPORT WINDOWS.CO.UK

Over 60 Years’
Industry Experience

Full Service from
Survey to Installation

Energy-Efficient
Solutions That Last

PRECISION FIT. PERFECT FINISH.
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01308 480248

BRIDPORTS KEY TO COMPETITIVE
FINANCE SOLUTIONS

As your local, independent finance specialists right here in Bridport, we understand the unique
challenges facing our community's businesses. Whether you're a local farmer needing new equipment,
a construction firm expanding operations, an office looking to upgrade IT systems, or looking to invest
in green energy solutions, we're here to help.

With over 20 years' experience, a 5-star Trustpilot rating from 318 reviews, and as proud sponsors of the
Bridport Business Awards, we're committed to helping our community succeed.

REQUEST YOUR FREE QUOTE

WWW.GDFS.CO.UK
GAVIN DIXON FINANCE SOLUTIONS LTD IS AN APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVE OF UK BUSINESS ASSET CAPITAL LTD. UK BUSINESS ASSET CAPITAL LIMITED IS AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY, FRN: 1048804. UK BUSINESS
ASSET CAPITAL LIMITED IS AN AUTHORISED CREDIT BROKER AND NOT A LENDER. WE WORK WITH A PANEL OF LENDERS WHOSE PARTICULARS WILL BE SUPPLIED UPON REQUEST TO FIND A POTENTIALLY SUITABLE ARRANGEMENT FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION.
ICO REGISTRATION ZB766018 AND YOU CAN CHECK VIA WWW.ICO.ORG.UK.

Cars & Commercial
Agricultural Equipment
Holiday Homes
Construction Equipment

Hire Purchase
Finance Lease
Contract Hire
Loans

Building & Land Acquisitions

UBAC
Business Finance



Harvest Celebrations

Dorset Nectar Cider Farm

Strong Orchard, Pineapple Lane, Waytown, Bridport, DT6 5FT
T: 01308 488382 M: 07515 806546 E: dorsetnectar@live.co.uk

Tasting Room &
Farm shop
Mon to Thurs:  9am - 6pm
Fri to Sat:  9am - 8pm
Sun:  9am - 6pm

Cider Tours
Thurs, Fri, Sat - 11.00am
Booking Essential

Follow the large Brown Sign from the B3066 at the top of
Bridport (Gore Cross) all the way to Dorset Nectar Cider Farm
in Waytown, Bridport.

OPEN
ALL 

YEAR

Ploughman's lunches
A delicious offering from
Oliver's Kitchen - Thurs, Frid, Sat
12.30 after the Cider Tour


