
TO-AN-FRO
CAR * VAN * TRUCK * MINIBUS HIRE

Your Journey, your way - reliable vehicles at the right price!
Orchard House, Duchy Road, Heathpark Ind Estate, Honiton, EX14 1YD

Call us on: 01404 44900    |    www.toanfro.co.uk
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Proudly serving Honiton & Axminster with quality local produce

Local Farmers. Local Produce.
We work closely with trusted local farms to bring you fresh,
high-quality produce you can rely on. 

Traditional butchery, responsibly sourced, and prepared with care.

Shop In-Store or Online

Click & Collect Available

Local Home Delivery  

Honiton
100 High Street
01404 47111

Axminster
70 South Street
01297 631506

Shop online: completemeats.co.uk
Open Monday – Saturday  

YOUR TRUSTED LOCAL 
BUTCHER SINCE 1988

Welcome to The Honiton 
Flyer for Spring 2026
This edition brings you a great selection of local 
businesses to help you around your home and 
garden; for shopping essentials and luxuries; for eating out, personal care, pet care, motoring and 
travel.

Please support our advertisers, I am sure they will give you great value and service.

On Page 6 see our index to advertisers. On Pages 8 & 9 we took an early spring walk around 
Broadhembury. This is a loop and takes about an hour to complete. 

What’s on at The Beehive? Check out Page 12. Honiton 
Lions Club bring us their news on Page 14.  We have a 
“photo-quiz” on Page 18. Test your knowledge of local points 
of interest!

Our useful maps of Honiton Town and the EX14 postcode 
are across Pages 20 & 21. Being a rural area, urgent 
medical assistance can take time arriving, so the network of 
DEFIBRILLATORS in the area are a vital first-line of support. 
As you will see from our maps, you are never for from a 
defibrillator in EX14!

Local historian Terry Darrant has an interesting history of 
Honiton gasworks on Page 26.

The Royal British Legion are asking for your support on
Page 32. On Page 33 Broadhembury PTFA announce their AGM 
on Monday 27th April. This meeting is very important for parents 
and pupils at Broadhembury Church of England Primary School.

On Page 36 we have our Sudoku quiz, and details of how to 
book an advert for our next edition for Summer 2026.

Finally on Page 37, Honiton Hill Rally proudly announce their 
annual show and auction of collectables, to be held over 
August Bank Holiday at Smeatharpe.

With best wishes for the spring months,

Anthony Bucke  EDITOR 

Friday 3rd April 2026.
Email: honiton@theantiquestourist.com
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BIG SALE ON ALL

GARDEN
FURNITURE NOW!

Hayne Lane, Honiton EX14 3PD | 01404 5156001

HONITON’S PREMIER GARDEN CENTRE

Summer

bulbs & seed
potatoes
in stock

now!

Modern rope design with wood-effect 
aluminium frame for style and durability.

Hydraulic rise-and-fall table
for easy adjustment.

£1299 – includes fitted covers

Designed for comfort with two
reclining armchairs and adjustable
height table. Rust-free aluminium

frame for long-lasting use.

£1199 – includes FREE covers

Alicante High Back Corner Group Dune Rectangle Corner Group

St Ives Sofa Set
Adjustable table, durable,

fully weatherproof aluminium frame.

£1099 – includes FREE fitted covers

WE ARE
HERE!

Honiton »

« Exeter

A30

Heat
hp

ark

Lidl

Gittisham

GET A FREE PAIR
WORTH £5.99
of Town & Coutry Master Gardener Lite gloves
With any transaction over £20 (excluding compost) 

SUMMER WILL BE HERE BEFORE YOU KNOW IT!

Combegardencentre | Open Every Day | www.combegardencentre.com

COMBE
GARDEN CENTRE

West Country

multi purpose

compost 50lt

£4.99 or

3 for £10!

6 pack
bedding

from £3.99

or 3 for
£10!

Herbaceous
perennials

from £3.49
or 4 for £12!

FREE
Voucher Expires 4th May 2026

Voucher Expires 4th May 2026 Voucher Expires 4th May 2026
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Unique gifts, homewares and
coffee in Honiton, Devon

TEL: 01404 43300
www.4youfromme.co.uk  |  info@4youfromme.co.uk

4 you from me is a charming gift 
and coffee shop on Honiton’s
High Street. 
Celebrating our sixth year on Honiton’s 
High Street, ‘4 You From Me’ continues 
to be a charming gift and coffee haven. 
Established by owners Simon and Alistair, 
this independent retail gem offers a 
delightful array of gifts, furnishing pieces, 
and irresistible impulse buys.

Having fulfilled their dream of opening a 
unique gift and coffee shop, Simon and 
Alistair invite you to explore our innovative 
and stylish gift ideas for all occasions. 
Whether you want to express gratitude, 
reward, impress, congratulate, or 
entice, we have the perfect selection 
for you. Choose your gift, your card, 
and the wrapping paper, and let us 
take care of the wrapping while you 
savor a cup of our amazing coffee 
and treat yourself to homemade cake 
or a light lunch.

In our third year, ‘4 You From Me’ proudly 
serves an array of morning delights paired 
with exceptional coffees, tempting light 
lunches featuring homemade soup, and 
a mouthwatering selection of homemade 
cakes, sweet and savory scones. 

Open all day at 
56, The High Street Honiton.

Award Winning
Coffee &
Gift Shop
by Honiton

Council
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AFFORDABLE & EFFECTIVE 
WEBSITE DESIGN SERVICES

sales@kodedesigns.com

www.kodedesigns.com

WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS TO SUCCEED!

NICK SULLY - Field Sales Manager 

PUBLICATIONSPUBLICATIONS

E: theflyerpublications@gmail.com P: 07852 484419 
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NICK SULLY - Field Sales Manager 
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THIS QUINTESSENTIALLY BRITISH VILLAGE LIES IN A 
“BOWL” BELOW THE ESCARPMENT BETWEEN NORTH HILL, 
DUNKESWELL TURBURY AND HEMBURY HILL FORT. 

Thatched cottages, colour-washed in matching 
“eau-de nil”, a Post Office Stores, and the 
legendary Drewe Arms, all clustered around 
the Village Square. Higher up, the village school; 
lower down the village bridge over the River 
Tale, with accompanying “ford”. Unfortunately 
the day of our visit was “early closing” for the 
Post Office Stores.

We started our walk in the village square, then 
downhill to the bridge (and ford). Cross the 

bridge, then immediately right, thus avoiding 
the ford. Immediately on your left is the village 
playground. Follow the lane around to the left, 
then climb to The Commons. This is obviously 
another ancient settlement, chosen to catch all 
the available sun! Here there is an opportunity 
to take the footpath on the left, across fields 
to reach the woods beneath North Hill. We 
chose to continue the gentle climb on the road, 
then on towards “Long go Lane”. Truly - that is 
the name on our OS Map! 

A Walk Around Broadhembury

Past Marlpits Copse, the lane became rather 
“messy” from flooding and farm traffic. We 
persevered and soon gained dry stone beneath 
our feet. Enjoy sweeping views to your right 
across the valley towards Stafford Barton, and 
Hembury Hillfort, whilst the heights of North 
Hill and the Gliding Club rise on your left. At 
the T junction turn right. The road surface 
remained easy-walking flints and compacted 
stone – a farm track. Drop down to a ford, 
then straight ahead past Hanger Lane, with 
signs pointing back to “TALE HEAD”. Obviously 
here we are at the the source of the River Tale. 

Beyond here we encountered some “fairy” 
figures sheltering in the tree roots on the 
left. Pass Cockspark Lane towards Lane End 
Farm and finally Ridge Farm. After Ridge Farm 

the road is truly tarmac. Fork right to return 
into Broadhembury, not forgetting a visit to 
the village church of St Andrew Apostle and 
Martyr, and a quiet drink in The Drewe Arms.

Distance: Circa 3 miles.

Time: 1 hour plus time in the church and 
village.

Difficulty: Gentle, easy.

Mobility Scooters & Pushchairs: Probably not.

Dogs: Yes, but always on leads.

OS Map, Explorer 115 Exmouth
and Sidmouth 

DATE OF WALK. March 2026.

Broadhembury village shop and Post Office

North Hill and The Devon & Somerset Gliding Club

A thatched cottage at The Commons

Fairies in the tree roots

Parish Church of St Andrew Apostle and Martyr
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Proudly serving Devon and surrounding areas with our exceptional service.
Call today for a free quote: 07849 123095

andy@drakes-plumbing.co.uk www.drakesplumbingandheatingsw.co.uk

Fully Qualified Plumbing & Heating Engineer

DRAKES PLUMBING & HEATING SW 

• DOMESTIC PLUMBING  • BATHROOMS  • G3 UNVENTED CYLINDERS
• GAS SAFE  • BOILER SERVICING  • CENTRAL HEATING

• LANDLORD SAFETY CHECKS  • BATHROOM & KITCHEN DESIGN

AVAILABLE FOR EMERGENCY CALL OUTS

Recommended Trader on Our Local Expert

Gluten Free Bakery 

✓ Gluten-free breads ✓ Tasty pies & pasties ✓ Delicious quiches
✓ Classic sausage rolls ✓ Indulgent cakes & sweet treats ✓ Celebration cakes

Freshly Baked Every Day in our Honiton Bakery

Open: Tue–Fri: 7:30am – 4:00pm Sat: 7:30am – 2:30pm Mon & Sun: Closed
Visit our bakery 70 High Street, Honiton EX14 1PD

Open Tuesday - Sunday from 12pm

Award winning freshly cooked food using 
local produce and even some of our home 
grown fruit and vegetables. 

Food service times; 12-3pm & 5-8.30pm 
Tuesday to Saturday & Sunday 12pm-4pm

www.facebook.com/TheDreweArms

@thedrewearms
01404 841267

www.drewearmsinn.co.uk 

The Drewe Arms  |  Broadhembury  |  Honiton  |  Devon  |  EX14 3NF

The Drewe Arms

Rob, Nat, Rebecca, Austin and their team are 
looking forward to welcoming you to The Drewe 
Arms!

The Drewe is a 16th Century building, with all 
its beautiful and quirky features you would expect 
to find in a pub of  its age. It is nestled in the 
Blackdown Hills, an area of  outstanding natural 
beauty. The village itself  is a beautiful chocolate 
box village vibrant with a wonderful friendly 
atmosphere.

Whether you choose to settle in by the wood-
burning stove, which casts a gentle warm 
bonhomie to all or, if  the weather is kind, out into 
the expansive garden where the patio and grassed 
areas sport chunky tables and benches, you are 
sure to find a spot to relax and enjoy the occasion.

Join us this spring for quiz, game nights & 
curry evenings. Enjoy our new seasonal menu 
and keep an eye on our social media for upcoming 
events.
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Roger Hemming Estate Agents,
Conway House, 13b New Street,
Honiton, Devon, EX14 1HA

P. 01404 45343 
E. roger@rogerhemming.co.uk

www.rogerhemming.co.uk

✔ Free probate valuations
✔ Trusted by local solicitors

✔ A caring, sympathetic service
✔ Professional support you can rely on

You’re not just another client - you’re our neighbour and we’re here to help.

Supporting You Through Life’s Difficult Times
When families need guidance with probate issues,

they turn to Roger Hemming Estate Agents -

Honiton’s 
trusted

experts for
over 30
years.

THE BEEHIVE PRESENTS

FRIDAY 29 MAY 2pm / 7.00pm

Tickets: Adult £8. U16 £7
Includes £1 Booking Fee

Jo in the Water follows a passionate sea swimmer
turned reluctant activist. Exmouth-based Jo

Bateman takes on one of the UK’s biggest water
companies in a David-and-Goliath battle

 PLUS Q&A with Director Pip Piper and Jo Bateman 

(12A)

sponsored by East Devon Music

CARMEN
THE BEEHIVE, SATURDAY 6  JUNE 7.30PMTH

BIZET’S
EXETER OPERA GROUP

PRESENTS

Tickets
General Admission (21+) – £15

Students (17–21) – £12
Children (12–16) – £8

Exeter Opera Group performs
Bizet’s tale of a free-spirited woman

and her passionate and destructive
love affair with a soldier

FRIDAY 5 JUNE 7.30pm

THE BEEHIVE PRESENTS
The Award Winning ABBA Tribute Act of

the Year  (2022)

Tickets: £23 Includes £2 booking fee

Bar open from 6.30pm

‘Best Seats – Book Now’.  Box Office number: 01404 384050
website: beehivehoniton.co.uk  Dowell Street, Honiton, EX14 1LZ

Exciting Events Coming Soon to The Beehive, BOOK NOW
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HARTS OF HONITON

NORTHCOTE HILL, HONITON  TEL: 01404 540920
for further details visit our website www.harts-renault.co.uk

RENAULT AND DACIA SERVICE DEALERS FOR EAST DEVON
✅ Air Con Re-Gas & Servicing ✅ Mot Testing ✅ Fully Equipped Workshop

✅  Servicing & Repairs For All Makes And Models

LARGE SELECTION OF QUALITY USED CARS
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MEMBERSHIP AND SOCIAL 
ENGAGEMENTS 
The club continues to strengthen 
its dedicated team, officially 
welcoming Richard Meads into 
its ranks this February. Beyond 
internal growth, the club remains 
active in the wider Lions network. 
Plans are currently underway 
for members to attend the 50th 
Charter Anniversaries for both 
the Sidmouth and Ilminster 
Lions clubs, fostering continued 
regional cooperation. 

Financial Contributions and 
Community Support 

Demonstrating a profound 
commitment to local welfare, 
the Honiton Lions have approved 
and processed substantial grants 
totalling £5,000 to support health 
and community services. 

MAJOR GRANTS AND RECENT 
DONATIONS:
•	 Devon in Sight: Received a 

grant of £2,000 to support 
their essential work with the 
visually impaired.

•	 Hospiscare: Awarded a 
£1,000 grant, supplemented 
by a £100 donation for Dave 
Rickard’s sponsored walk.

•	 FORCE Cancer Charity: 
Received a £1,000 donation 
to assist in providing 
regional care.

•	 Motor Neurone Disease 
Association (MND): Received 
£1,000.

•	 ELF (Exeter Leukaemia Fund): 
Awarded a grant of £1,000.

•	 Local Groups: Smaller but vital 
donations were made to the 
Dunkeswell Lunch Club (£100) 
and the Dunkeswell Dog Walk 
(£100).

We also recently highlighted 
immediate assistance for 
specific local needs, including 
£250 each for the Honiton 
Swimming Club and Twin Tigers, 
and £100 to assist a resident in 
Jerrards Crescent with garden 
maintenance. Additionally, 
the club continues its practical 
recycling efforts, collecting 
spectacles from the Ottery St 
Mary Library and receiving 
several boxes from Seaton Lions. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND 
FUNDRAISING 
Two major events are on the 
horizon to drive future charitable 
efforts:

1. Mole Screening Day: Took 
place Saturday, 18th April at 
The Mackarness Hall, Honiton. 
This walk-in service (9 am–1 
pm) featured Dr. Tony Downs, 
Consultant Dermatologist. 
Patients contribute £5, which 
the Lions will match, with all 
proceeds donated to Cancer 
Research UK.

2. 2026 Annual Draw: Tickets are 
currently in print, supported 
by a diverse range of local 
sponsors including MKM, 
Blampayne Sawmills, and 
Heathpark Garage.

Looking further ahead, the club 
is preparing for Market Charter 
Day and the Classic Car Show 
scheduled for Saturday, 18th July 
2026.

As always if you would like to find out more about Lions Club International and 
in particular the Honiton Lions Club please give president Brian Richards a 
call on 01404 43738 or 07966173828 or brian.richards@honitonlions.org.uk
Visit our website for More information www.honitonlions.org.uk/ 
Faceboook: www.facebook.com/HonitonLionsClub/

HONITON LIONS CLUB
COMMUNITY IMPACT & ACTIVITIES REPORT 

The Honiton Lions Club has concluded a highly productive period characterized by the expansion of its 
membership, significant charitable distributions, and the preparation of vital community health initiatives. 



Serving Honiton and the wider Devon area, Drain 
Wizard is a trusted, family-run business with 
over 20 years’ experience in clean water 
supply and drainage services. From blocked 
drains and CCTV surveys to mains water 
repairs and septic tank maintenance, our fully 
qualified team delivers efficient, professional 
results every time.

We’re proud to offer 24-hour local call-outs with no 
call-out fees and fixed, transparent pricing across 
the region. All our work is guaranteed and carried 
out to the highest safety and industry standards.

As WRAS Approved, SafeContractor and a 
Constructionline Accredited member, we 
ensure every job meets the required level of 
professionalism and care.

For courteous, reliable service you can depend on, 
contact Drain Wizard today - your local specialists 
in water and drainage solutions across Honiton and 
surrounding Devon areas.

• Blockages  & Jetting
• CCTV Surveys
• Repairs & Lining
• Drain tracing
• Pitch fibre reforming 

• Pipe bursting
• Septic tank installation
• treatment plant installation 
• Soakaway problems
• Water leak detection

• Water leak repairs 
• Moling 
• Renewals
• Patio, driveway cleaning
• Decking cleaning

Tel: 01392 461670 / 01404 602016 Mob: 07834 712345
Email: info@drainwizard.co.uk Website: www.drainwizard.co.uk

Drainage & Water Main Solutions

2004

2024

Thank you for your support

Honiton Hardware your local independent one stop shop for Paints,
Key Cutting, Shoe Repair, Dry Cleaning, Cleaning Products,

Kitchenware and much more.

Did you know we are also qualified Master Locksmiths
and offer both site visits and workshop lock repairs.

Call us: 01404 47052 Visit us: 104 High Street, Honiton, EX14 1 JW

LOCKSMITH
SERVICES

We are the 
Cheapest

Dry Cleaning
Service on 

Honiton
High Street

- Agents for Wessex 
cleaners dry 

cleaning laundry 

SHOE
REPAIRS

Honiton’s new stockist of 
Frenchic Paints

Over 80 colours of
Crown Paints

10% off
Crown Paints

with this advert
(ends 30

June 2026)
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KITCHENS

BEDROOMS

BATHROOMSInteriorsdesigned for you

Design | Supply | Install
Free Professional Design Service

On Site Consultations
New Projects or Alterations

visit us: Alexander Paul Interiors, Fenny Bridges, 
Near Honiton, Devon, EX14 3BG  |  Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
call us: 01404 850 881  |  email: sales@apinteriors.co.uk

www.designerkitchensdevon.co.uk

Where am I in Honiton?
Think you know Honiton?
Take a look at these close-up photos 
from around the town and see if you 
can work out where each one was 
taken.

All images are from locations in and 
around Honiton — but they might not 
be as obvious as they seem…

........................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................ ............................................................................

............................................................................

Answers
A) Cartlon House, High Street	B) Wolford Chapel		   C) Dunkeswell
D) The Gissage, Honiton	E) Allhallows Museum, Honiton

A

CB

ED
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1.	 4 You From Me Ltd
2.	 AP Interiors
3.	 Axe Skip Hire Ltd
4.	 Blackbury Honey Farm
5.	 C Plant Services
6.	 Caravan & Motorhome Solutions
7.	 Combe Garden Centre
8.	 Complete Meats
9.	 Curt Willis Motors
10.	Everys Solicitors
11.	Harts Of Honition

12.	Honiton Carpets
13.	Honiton Chiropractic Clinic 
14.	Honiton Eye Clinic
15.	Honiton Hardware
16.	Honiton Hearing Centre
17.	Hopson Blinds Ltd
18.	House Of Hair
19.	Jamie Taylor Vehicle Body Repair
20.	MKM Building Supplies
21.	MST Auctioneers 
22.	New Street Vets 

23.	Ottery Office & Computers
24.	Parnell Coaches
25.	Roger Hemming Estate Agents
26.	Sidmouth Bed Centre
27.	Taylor Signs
28.	The Beehive
29.	The Coastal Boutique
30.	The Drewe Arms
31.	Tilleys Gluten Free Bakery
32.	To-An-Fro Car & Van Hire Ltd
33.	Yarcombe Woodland Products
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MOBILE SERVICES: 
•	 AB Classic Restorations
•	 Beehive Care & Training Group
•	 Complete Weed Control
•	 Drain Wizard Ltd
•	 Drakes Plumbing & Heating SW
•	 Eco Wheel Ride

•	 Gorilla Grounds Gardens Ltd
•	 Kode Designs
•	 MSM Plumbing & Heating
•	 River Exe Health Care
•	 SCM Garage Doors
•	 Terrys Man With A Van
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GET IT DONE, GET THE GORILLA TEAM IN!

COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND, GUARANTEED

Gorilla fences come with a minimum 24-month 
materials and workmanship guarantee. Timber is a 
natural material. It doesn’t always behave as expected. 
Should anything go wrong, a panel, board, post or rail 
need replacing, a quick call will have it sorted for you. 
No cost, no hassle and certainly no problem.

YOUR LOCAL  
FENCING EXPERTS 
FENCE IT & 
FORGET IT

Call today for your FREE on-site no obligation Gorilla quote!

Call: 01404 510 253
gorillasw.com

All backed by the Gorilla ‘No worries’ guarantee of 100% satisfaction

GORILLA QUALITY FENCING BY GORILL
A

THE GORILLA APPROACH TO  
FOOL-PROOF FENCES:

Gorilla will visit your site to:

• carefully measure, take photographs
• identify obstacles or obstructions, check the  
 ground, establish a fence plan
• agree the exact position for your fence
• make sure you get the very best value fence  
 for your situation

We can speak with neighbours if you would like us 
to as well so they know to expect us there.  
A written quote will be provided for every fence. 

On acceptance, we agree the dates and schedule 
it in so we get the job done for you.

A FEW THINGS TO CONSIDER 

Safety and Security - Pets, children and the 
security of your property during all fencing works 
is considered. We have specific job management 
plans to minimise identified risks.

We GUARANTEE every Gorilla fence is there  
to last – GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

From posts and rails to full height boundary fences that provide  
privacy and security. Fit for purpose. Do it once, do it right.

Call today for your FREE on-site no obligation Gorilla quote

We create stunning gardens that  
last a lifetime – and we can 
maintain them too, so when
we build them – we build to LAST

YOUR EXPERT TEAM 
THE HARD
LANDSCAPE 
& FENCING
SPECIALIST

Call: 01404 510 253
gorillasw.com

All backed by the Gorilla ‘No worries’ guarantee of 100% satisfaction

– FOUNDERBrett Marriott

FROM ROOF TOP TO ROAD SIDE – SORTED!

GORILLA QUALITY GARDENS BY GORILL
A

•  Landscaping & patio builds
•  Fences built 
•  Stump grinding
•  Turfing specialists
•  Drive, patios or paths cleaned
•  Leaf clear up
•  Hedges trimmed
•  Garden cleared
•  Roof cleaned & treated

GO ON, GET THE GORILLAS IN!

Fences and decks perfected
Luxurious landscapes
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 www.curtwillismotors.com - Fenny Bridges Honiton, Devon, EX14 3BG 

• Tyre Fitting
• Exhausts
• Brakes
• Cambelts
• Clutches
• Auto Air Conditioning
• Diagnostics
• Minor Repairs

CURT WILLIS MOTORS

REPAIRS, SERVICING, MAINTENANCE, MOTS

CALL US ON: 01404 851551

YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY GARAGE
Serving Honiton, Ottery St Mary, and the East Devon Area

Put our 20-plus years of experience to work for you by calling our shop today.

Book Your
MOT Test with

Us Today

Hours of Operation
Mon - Fri: 8:30am – 5:30pm

Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

info@bct‑group.co.uk

01404 643883

www.bct-group.co.ukBeehive Care Devon
Your Hive AtHome

Personal Care
Visits 
Your Hive at Home

We deliver personalised home
care services that support people
to live independently, safely, and
with dignity in their own homes.

Our person‑centred approach provides
flexible support with:

• Personal care, washing and dressing
• Nutrition, hydration, and meal
preparation
• Medication support
• Daily routines and light household
tasks
• Companionship and reassurance

Every care package is tailored to the
individual, built around their
preferences, needs, and lifestyle, with
consistent carers providing reliable,
compassionate support.

High‑quality care, delivered at home.

Live‑In Care 
Your Hive at Home, 
Day and Night

With a dedicated live‑in carer,
customers receive personalised
assistance with:

Your Hive AtHome

Our Live‑In Care service provides
continuous, one‑to‑one support in
the comfort and familiarity of home

• Personal care and daily living
• Medication management
• Meals and household tasks
• Companionship and emotional
support
• Day and night reassurance

Live‑in care empowers individuals
to maintain independence,
dignity, and routine, while offering
families peace of mind through
consistent, compassionate care.

24‑hour support. Familiar surroundings.
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With the ever increasing cost of fuel at the pumps, and gas in the home perhaps 
thing would be cheaper and simpler when Honiton had its very own gas works? 

The pioneering innovation of gas lighting in the early 19th century fundamentally 
altered the human experience by providing reliable illumination after sunset 
for the first time in history. While Devon was geographically removed from the 
industrial heart of the capital, the region remained remarkably synchronized 
with the era’s scientific breakthroughs. Exeter, for instance, illuminated its streets 
with gas in 1817—a feat achieved a mere five years after London and three years 
before the city of Paris. This momentum eventually reached Honiton in 1835 with the 
construction of a dedicated Gas Works on King Street. Built at a cost of £2,700, the 
facility officially began lighting the town on Friday, 23rd May 1835, marking a new 
chapter in the local infrastructure. 

As the Victorian era progressed, the economics of gas reflected the shifting 
demands of the public. By 1850, the product was supplied at nine shillings per 1,000 
cubic feet, though the Board of Directors—led by prominent local figures such as 
Thomas Avery, William Woodgates, John Murch, and Richard Tucker—capped the 
rate at seven shillings just three years later. The operational management of the 
site also evolved; in 1851, it was run by a live-in lessee who managed two men and 
a boy. A decade later, the staff included a manager, a stoker, and a twelve-year-
old labourer, highlighting the intense human element behind the town's energy 
supply. By the 20th century, the company had become the Honiton Gas and Coke 
Co. Ltd, responsible for 63 street lamps and utilizing penny or shilling slot meters 
to bring gas into private residences. 

The monopoly of gas was eventually challenged in 1930 when the East Devon 
Electricity Co. Ltd introduced a competing power source. To modernize a 
community still rooted in Victorian habits, an "attractive showroom" was 
established on the High Street. Here, cookery experts held Thursday afternoon 
demonstrations to showcase the efficiency of new electrical appliances, 
which were made accessible through hire-purchase schemes. This period of 
transition was followed by a massive administrative shift under the Gas Act of 
1948, which nationalized over 1,000 independent companies. Honiton’s 
works were absorbed into the South Western Gas 
Board, ending over a century of private local control. 

Though the physical structures on King Street 
eventually vanished, the site’s industrial legacy 
resurfaced in 1995. British Gas was forced 
to conduct an emergency excavation after 
contaminants from an eighteen-foot tar well—once 
used to store the by-products of coal gasification—
began seeping into the Gissage. Much of the site 
today, the site just east of the King Street bridge 
stands vacant, serving as a quiet reminder of the era 
when Honiton first transitioned from the flickering 
light of the past into the age of modern utilities. 

Terry Darrant

Call today: 01404 47151 www.honitoncarpets.com
Visit our showroom: Unit 7, Dolphin Court, Honiton, Devon EX14 1HT

Your local flooring expert

Carpet & vinyl for every home.
Remnants in stock • Top brands • Great prices

www.honitoncarpets.com | honitoncarpets@googlemail.com
01404 47151 | Unit 7, Dolphin Court, Honiton, Devon EX14 1HT

Whatever your flooring requirements, Honiton Carpets can help.

=

& BEAUTY

Book now on: 01404 42537
Visit us: 26 New Street, Honiton, EX14 1EX

E: houseofhair.honiton@hotmail.co.uk
W: www.houseofhairhoniton.com

STYLIST WANTED
Our Customer Service is second-to-none,

with our attention to detail,
we aim to inspire and deliver excellence
above and beyond your expectations.

Official supplier of GHD‘s,
exclusive stockist Paul Mitchell,

special promotions

AB Classic Restorations
Your Friendly Local Classic Car Garage

· Vintage & Classic
· Restorations
· Servicing & Repairs

Website: abclassicrestorations.co.uk
Call us: 01308 888004
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62 New Street, Honiton EX14 1BZ 
Please call for an appointment on 01404 42750
or book via our website www.newstreetvets.co.uk

Your local vets

Delivering outstanding chiropractic care to 
help alleviate pain, improve functionality and movement

Appointments also available for soft tissue massage
with our lovely therapists at the clinic. 

for more information visit us online at: www.honitonchiropracticclinic.co.uk

Austin Wells-Burr MChiro DC LRCC

Sasha Moores MChiro DC LRCC Tel: 01404 549270
Elle Willis MChiro  191-193 High Street, Honiton EX14 1LQ

NEW PATIENTS,
WELCOME!

 www.honitoneyeclinic.co.uk  01404 43044
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01297 32470 | skips@axeskiphire.co.uk

www.axeskiphire.co.uk

Transform your cluttered space 
into a clean and stress free haven.

Eco Friendly
Dispodal

Transparent
Pricing

BOOK DIRECT
ONLINE

It’s even now easier to book 
your skip delivery and return

or a rubbish collection:
bookonline.axeskiphire.co.uk

www.msmplumbingandheating.co.uk
marcusmonk17@hotmail.co.uk

M.S.M

INSTALL, SERVICE & REPAIR
Power flushing
Landlords certs
Breakdowns
General plumbing
Oil boilers
Air source heat pumps

Covering domestic properties
across Somerset & Surrounding areas

Call Marcus on: 07816 878041

PLUMBING
& HEATING

Proud
Members
of Verified

SCM
GARAGE DOORS

Tel: 07902 501114  Email: simon@scmgaragedoors.com 
SCM garage doors  Website: www.scmgaragedoors.com

We are a local,
family-run business installing,

repairing and maintaining all types of
garage doors & window shutters. 

If you want to make your garage more secure, or want a way to improve the value and look of your 
property then have a new garage door installed by our professional team.

10 year guarantee on new installations  - Free site survey & quotes

APPROVED INSTALLER

A fantastic installation of our new garador garage door. A problem free process from start
to finish from Simon and his team. We are delighted with our new garage door

and thoroughly recommend SCM Garage Doors.

For more information, please visit www.cplantservices.com
Tel: 01404 850357 Visit us: Fenny Bridges, Honiton, Devon, EX14 3BG

We have a wide range of equipment available for self-drive hire including;
excavators, dumpers, rollers, wood chippers,

cherry pickers & crushers. As well as a range of smaller items.

We are a small family run business that specialise in affordable hire
of plant machinery, concrete crushers and garden-care equipment.

YOUR LOCAL
PRINT SPECIALISTS

10% OFF WHEN USING CODE: TS100

www.taylorsignssw.com

10% OFF WHEN USING CODE: JTVBR100

• ACCIDENT DAMAGE
• INSURANCE CLAIMS

• BUMPER SCUFFS
• DENTS & SCRATCHES

admin@jtvbr.co.uk
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HOPSON
BLINDS LTD

Manufacturers

01297 33488 sales@hopsonblindsltd.co.uk
Unit 20, Hunthay Business Park, Axminster EX13 5RJ

WWW.HOPSONBLINDSLTD.CO.UK
   

FOR VERTICAL, VENETIAN, ROLLER,
CONSERVATORY BLINDS & PERFECT FITS

East Devon business
providing residential
& commercial services

Weed control on hard services

Moss & algae control on hard 
surfaces

Lawn treatments

Paddock treatments

Japanese knotweed control

01404 891 444
carl@completeweedcontrol.co.uk
www.completeweedcontrol.co.uk

 Ottery Office & Computer Ltd
 www.otterycomputers.co.uk

OFFICE SUPPLIES - COMPUTER - MEDIA SERVICES
28 Mill Street, Ottery St Mary

Printing & Copying Service - Anything from Cards to Plans
 & Photos from phone, email and USB

PPCC//LLaappttoopp  RReeppaaiirrss,,  UUppggrraaddeess,,  HHoommee  VViissiittss

PPHHOONNEE::  0011440044  881144994466
eemmaaiill::  aallaann@@ootttteerryyccoommppuutteerrss..ccoomm

SSttaattiioonneerryy,,  PPrriinntteerr  
ssuupppplliieess  aanndd  mmoorree....

Open 9 to 4
Mon - Fri

Access Point

PASSPORT & ID PHOTOS 
PRINTED & ONLINE

Despite rumours to the contrary, The 
Royal British Legion is alive and well 
in Honiton, and further afield in East 
Devon, and we do not just come out 
on Remembrance Day.

Honiton Branch has been in 
existence for 105 years and has a busy 
calendar this year.

The Branch meets in The 
Conservative Club in Honiton on the 
second Wednesday of every month 
at 7.30pm. Everyone is welcome and 
membership is not a requirement to 
join us for a meeting. So, to find out 
more come along and join us. We are 
also on the High Street on the last 
Saturday Morning of Every Month 
from March until October.

Our initial events planned for 2026 
are:

Saturday 25th April 2026 09:30 – 15:00
Spring Craft Fair, Mackarness Hall & 
Church Forecourt, Honiton

Sunday 26th April 2026 11.00am 
Legion Community Church Service 
at St. Pauls Church, Honiton

Saturday 30th May 2026 09:30am
Cake Stall and Information Point, 
War Memorial, Honiton                                          

Saturday 27th June 2026 09.30am
Armed Forces Day and Information 
Point War Memorial, Honiton

See our facebook page for more 
information: www.facebook.com/
groups/RBLHoniton/

Website: branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/honiton

Happy and 
supported in 
your home

•   Home Care
•   Personal Care
•   Community Access
•   Dementia Care
•   Palliative Care
•   Complex Care Support
•   Live-in Care

Call us today
01395 264767 www.riverexehealthcare.co.uk   

We are a family-run 
business, committed 
to providing care of 
the highest quality 
with compassion and 
kindness.

River Exe

Agenda overview  |  Apologies of absences
Chair report  |  Treasures report
Election of committee members

should no members be elected, the PTFA will unfortunately have to disband
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    MONTHLY AUCTIONS    
    of       
   Antiques, Collectibles, China & Memorabilia  
   Mid Century, Retro & Vintage Furniture 
   Commercial & Domestic Catering Equipment 
   Office Furniture & Equipment, PCs & Printers 
   Plant, Machinery & Engineering Equipment 
   Woodworking Equipment &Timber 
   Commercial Vehicles & Probate Vehicles   
   Classic Cars & Boats 
   Insolvency & High Court Enforcement Sales 
 
 
 
 
  
 
         Crown Derby £860         Steinway Grand £6,600      Moorcroft Vases £950               Hardy Motor Boat £10,400                  Vanden Plas 1963  £35,500    

 

             Asset Valuations     On Site Auctions      Probate Valuations       Insolvency Sales     

VW Beetle 1973 £9,680 MF 35 1964 £4,200 

Discovery  2017  £31,500     Navara Tekna 2017  £14,600 

CALL US ON: 01460 63320
info@caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk
www.caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk
Littlecombe Garage, Touches Lane, Chaffcombe Rd, Chard, Somerset, TA2O 1RR

MOTORHOME
HABATITION CHECKS

CARAVAN
SERVICING

ACCIDENT
REPAIRS

MOTORHOME
VEHICLE SERVICES

MOTORHOME
& CARAVAN
INSURANCE REPAIRS

SOLAR PANELS
& LEISURE BATTERIES

VALETING

INSURANCE APPROVED
BODY SHOP

SHOWER TRAY
& SINK REPAIRS

We spend a third of our lives in bed… make it the right one

  

- Handmade in the UK

including cotton, wool, silk, 
pashmina, alpaca wool and 
bamboo

- Variety of pocket spring 
counts from 1000 - 9000

- Range of mattress tensions 

Orthopaedic feel
- Delivery within 1-3 weeks
We believe quality speaks louder 
than labels. Find your perfect 
bed today and get the ultimate 
good night’s sleep

Visit our showroom to see our NEW 
luxury traditional mattresses

CLASSIC POCKET  
1000 PROMOTION

Divan Set 
Containing 1000 Individually 
pocketed springs. Medium 
Tension. High quality damask. 
Turning handles and vents.
• 2 Free Drawers!
• Free Matching Headboard! 
• Coordinating base in  
 colour of your choice).  
 20+ fabric options

Your local long-standing, family-run bed and mattress supplier

• Free delivery within  
 a 20 mile radius
• Free setup on all  
 beds purchased
• Old bed disposal  
 undertaken (charges  
 apply)
• Special size beds  
 made to order
• Adjustable beds  
 available
• Open 6 days a week  
 Monday to Saturday   
 9.30am–4pm
• Experienced sales  
  
 the perfect bed

SLEEP LIKE ROYALTY WITHOUT THE PRICE TAG!

NEW IN 
To Sidmouth  

Bed Centre

We spend a third of our lives in bed… make it the right one

Contact: 01395 579576  
Email: info@sidmouthbeds.co.uk    120 High Street, Sidmouth  EX10 8EE

CLASSIC POCKET  
1000 PROMOTION

Divan Set 
Containing 1000 Individually 
pocketed springs. Medium 
Tension. High quality damask. 
Turning handles and vents.
• 2 Free Drawers!
• Free Matching Headboard! 
• Coordinating base in  
 colour of your choice).  
 20+ fabric options

  
 
  

 
  

  
 
  

 
 

 
  

  
 
  

  
 

 

We spend a third of our lives in bed… make it the right one

Contact: 01395 579576  
Email: info@sidmouthbeds.co.uk    120 High Street, Sidmouth  EX10 8EE

- Handmade in the UK

including cotton, wool, silk, 
pashmina, alpaca wool and 
bamboo

- Variety of pocket spring 
counts from 1000 - 9000

- Range of mattress tensions 

Orthopaedic feel
- Delivery within 1-3 weeks
We believe quality speaks louder 
than labels. Find your perfect 
bed today and get the ultimate 
good night’s sleep

Visit our showroom to see our NEW 
luxury traditional mattresses

CLASSIC POCKET  
1000 PROMOTION

Divan Set 
Containing 1000 Individually 
pocketed springs. Medium 
Tension. High quality damask. 
Turning handles and vents.
• 2 Free Drawers!
• Free Matching Headboard! 
• Coordinating base in  
 colour of your choice).  
 20+ fabric options

• Free delivery within  
 a 20 mile radius
• Free setup on all  
 beds purchased
• Old bed disposal  
 undertaken (charges  
 apply)
• Special size beds  
 made to order
• Adjustable beds  
 available
• Open 6 days a week  
 Monday to Saturday   
 9.30am–4pm
• Experienced sales  
  
 the perfect bed

SLEEP LIKE ROYALTY WITHOUT THE PRICE TAG!

NEW IN 
To Sidmouth  

Bed Centre

 
 

 

 

SHOWROOM CLOSING DOWN SALE

Massive discounts. Big savings

CASHMERE POCKET 1000 MATTRESS
• Medium-�rm
• Cotton �lled
• Cashmere cover
• Turnable
• Edge Support
3� - Was £499 - Now £299.99 
4�/4� 6 -Was £595 - Now £395 
5� - Was £695 - Now £495 
6� -Was £895.00 - Now £649

POCKET FIRM 2000 MATTRESS
• Medium-Firm Orthopedic
• Cotton Filled
• Turnable
• Luxury damask fabric
• Machine side stitched for a �rmer edge
3� - Was £499 - Now £385
4�/4� 6 - Was £749 - Now £549
5� - Was £849 - Now £649
6� - Was  £999 - Now £795

Contact: 01395 579576
Email: info@sidmouthbeds.co.uk    120 High Street, Sidmouth  EX10 8EE

Fast Free Delivery Within a 20 mile Radius
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AUCTION OF COLLECTABLES HELD ON THE MONDAY AT 10AM
CONTACT KIVELLS TEL: 01392 251261  WWW.KIVELLS.COM

TEL: 07929 534277
www.honitonhillrally.co.uk

ADULTS - £15  CHILDREN (5-16YRS) - £6
CHILDREN UNDER 5YRS - FREE

(When accompanied by a paying adult)

WORKING DEMONSTRATIONS • TRACTORS • STEAM ENGINES
CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT • FACE PAINTING • MINI RAILWAY • MODEL TENT

STATIONARY ENGINES • CARS •  MOTORCYCLES • FIRE ENGINES • MILITARY VEHICLES 
COMMERCIALS • WORKING HORSES • HEAVY HORSE VILLAGE • SILAGE / GRASS DISPLAY

COMBINING DISPLAY • FAIR • ARTS & CRAFTS • RURAL CRAFTS • TRADE STANDS

DISCOUNTS ON TICKETS PURCHASED ONLINE BEFORE THE WEEKEND OF THE SHOW!

TRACTOR PULLING
THE ROCKETS (MOTORCYCLE TEAM)

LIVE MUSIC & LICENSED BAR

AUGUST BANK

HOLIDAY WEEKEND

SUNDAY & MONDAY
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The

Flyer

WE HOPE THAT YOU ENJOY READING THE HONITON FLYER
……….SO WHY NOT ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE?

We use Royal Mail for distribution throughout the whole of the EX14 postcode, that 
is over 11,400 addresses! So every private and business address in and around 
Honiton will see you advert.

Our next edition is “Summer 2026”.
Distribution will be week commencing Monday 6th July 2026.
Booking deadline 5th June 2026.

Please call Nick on 07852 484419 or
email theflyerpublications@gmail.com

FREE DESIGN OF YOUR ADVERT!

DON’T WASTE YOUR ADVERTISING BUDGET 
ELSEWHERE, SPEND IT WISELY IN

THE HONITON FLYER!

www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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• Residential & Commercial Property

• Family Law

• Inheritance Tax

• Wills, Trusts and Probate

• Personal Injury

• Disputes and Claims

• Company & Commercial

• Agricultural/Rural

Located across Devon and Somerset, our
solicitors can provide you with expert advice to
guide you through your matter from start to �nish. 

Call us on 01404 43431   
or email law@everys.co.uk

everys.co.uk

Whatever your  
legal needs,  
talk to Everys.

Honiton • Exeter • Exmouth • Seaton • Sidmouth • Tiverton • Taunton • Crewkerne
Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (no. 655338).

Come and be  
part of this  

special place 

Garden tea room 

Honey and gift shop 

Information & courses 

Wildflower meadow  

Gardens & orchard 

Near to Blackbury Camp, EX24 6JF    www.blackburyfarm.co.uk    01404 871600 
We are a dog-free site    Open 10am - 4pm Wednesday - Sunday 

Call Tim on 01404 47502 / 07790 966667
or Leon on 07856 867388

Email: info@parnellscoaches.co.uk
www.parnellscoaches.co.uk

7, Alliance Court, Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton EX14 1YL

A GOOD SELECTION OF VEHICLES AVAILABLE FOR SALE

MINI & MIDI COACHES ALWAYS WANTED

WE OFFER RELIABLE AND COMFORTABLE COACH
SERVICES FOR A VARIETY OF OCCASIONS

Our fleet of modern coaches can accommodate groups of all sizes
and our professional drivers will ensure a safe and comfortable journey.

CORPORATE EVENTS  AIRPORT TRANSFERS  SCHOOL TRIPS
CONCERTS AND FESTIVALS  WEDDINGS  DAY TRIPS

SPORTS TEAM OUTINGS  FAMILY REUNIONS
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Kyha
Featherstone
Plumbing and

Heating Manager 

kyha.featherstone@mkmbs.co.uk
01404 41242

www.mkm.com

Unit 1-3 Heath Trade Park
Gloucester Crescent

Heathpark Industrial Estate
Honiton, EX14 1DS


