
TO-AN-FRO
CAR * VAN * TRUCK * MINIBUS HIRE

Your Journey, your way - reliable vehicles at the right price!
Orchard House, Duchy Road, Heathpark Ind Estate, Honiton, EX14 1YD

Call us on: 01404 44900    |    www.toanfro.co.uk
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01404 548050 | lawyer@wbw.co.uk

Property | Wills | Trusts & Probate 
Lasting Power of Attorney
Employment | Mortgages
Company & Commercial  
Family & Children | Litigation
Financial Planning Services

Our services:

www.wbw.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL
LEGAL EXPERTS
IN HONITON

The Manor House
High Street, Honiton
EX14 1DJ

Welcome to The Honiton 
Flyer for Autumn 2026.
Our front cover photo shows a few camels, “off-
duty” after their display in the ring at the annual 
Honiton Show, which took place on August 6th.
Please see our full article on the show across Pages 12 & 13.

On Page 4, please find our Index of Advertisers. Then on Page 16, 
we have an update from Honiton Lions Club. On Pages 18 & 19 we 
have a very informative article from the Friends of Honiton Station.

Across Pages 20 & 21 you will find our maps of Honiton Town and 
the local  area, to include the location of our advertisers, defibrillators 
and EV charging points. The Honiton Branch of The British Legion are 
looking forward to their Poppy Appeal and Remembrance Sunday, but 
in the meantime draw our attention to a fund raising cycle ride, passing 
through Honiton on 22 September. More details on Pages 24 & 25.

Our local historian Terry Darrant revisits the Summer of 1976, and 
makes comparisons with this summer, a mere 50 years later! See more 
on Pages 28 & 29.

The Honiton Flyer are proud to support Honiton businesses in 
their new Community Loyalty Card Scheme – “Love Honiton”. 
More details on Pages 34 & 35.

I hope you enjoy reading The Honiton Flyer. We are very grateful to 
our contributors – Martin Long from Friends of Honiton Station; Terry 
Darrant - local Lion and Honiton historian;  and Paul Shaw of The 
British Legion.

Readers will notice a mix of existing and new advertisers 
offering – woodburners, chimney sweeping and winter fuel; 
healthcare and hardware; quiet coffee breaks, places to visit and 
shopping opportunities. Home improvements, estate agency, 
motor repairs, car & van hire, legal advice, nights out, personal 
care. 

So please support our advertisers, I am sure they will give you 
great service and value for money.

With best wishes for the autumn season.

Anthony Bucke. EDITOR.

Email: honiton@theantiquestourist.com
Friday 28 August 2026.

Summer at Sidmouth Beach

Honiton Show 2026
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OF OTTERY ST MARY

THE SOUTH WEST’S LARGEST 
FIREPLACE AND STOVE SHOWROOM’S 

SHOWROOM HOTLINE 01404 812876

26-28 FINNIMORE IND EST, OTTERY ST MARY, EX11 1NR

www.grandisson.bizwww.grandisson.biz

ELECTRIC
FIRES AND

MEDIA WALLS

GAS FIRES
AND

STOVES

FIRES, FIREPLACES AND STOVES

WOOD
BURNING
 STOVES
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Honiton’s Premier Garden Centre

GET WARM & COSY WITH COMBE GARDEN CENTRE THIS WINTER!

Hayne Lane, Honiton EX14 3PD follow signs from Lidl |  01404 515600 |                /combegardencentre
Lidl
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here!
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30

DUMPY BAG

119£
OF KILN DRIED LOGS

only
moisture 
between 

8-15%

X NETS OF15
£100only RRP

£8.99 
each

KILN DRIED LOGS

Also stock up
at Combe on:
- Kindling
- Coal &
- Fire Lighters

Honiton’s Premier Garden Centre
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Our brilliant 
team of experts

are always happy
to help!

Follow us for
daily deals, news

& updates

Crates
available
too from

£239!

WHY  QUALITY FIREWOOD 
LIKE KILN DRIED LOGS 
MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE
When buying firewood logs, it's always 
important to ensure that the wood you buy 
has been properly dried: a lower moisture 
content means that your firewood will 
burn consistently well with little smoke 
and won't blacken the glass of your stove 
door.

The temptation is to get your hands on 
wood, any type of wood, the cheaper the 
better, to throw onto your fire. But anyone 
with any experience of trying to keep a 
fire going using unseasoned firewood will 
quickly realise that the quality of your 
wood fuel is of paramount importance.

Kiln drying reduces the moisture content 
from around 50-60% in unseasoned 
wood, right down to 15-25% in seasoned 
hardwood logs. This percentage change 
makes an incredible difference to the 
fuel efficiency of the wood as combustion 
releases more energy more effectively.

THE BENEFITS OF KILN DRIED LOGS 
FOR HEATING YOUR HOME
Households that rely on solid fuel to heat 
their homes will be well aware of the costs 
involved in stocking up on coal, smokeless 
fuel or wood logs.

Getting an efficient stove and lined 
chimney is just the start - you'll soon 
realise, via trial and error, that different 

fuels yield different results in terms of 
heat output. When winter sets in, you'll be 
looking to maximise the heat from your 
fuel and cost will be an important factor.

The lighter weight of kiln dried logs 
means you can put more in your log basket 
and make fewer journeys between your 
wood store and stove. Kiln dried logs are 
bone dry and much cleaner which means 
they are better for storing inside and 
won’t make so much mess. Using fewer 
kiln dried logs means better control of 
the stove and fewer loads. The fire burns 
cleaner and hotter with kiln dried logs and 
the stove window is less likely to soot up. If 
you are burning on an open fire, then there 
is much less spitting and sizzling, which 
means it's much safer and better for your 
chimney.

Finally, the bright flame and gorgeous 
wood fire smell also make kiln dried 
logs much more aesthetically pleasing 
and create that real fire Ambience that 
everyone loves.

So, what about the bottom line - cost? Yes, 
kiln dried logs are more expensive because 
they have had to go through a process of 
kiln drying but when comparing price, 
remember about heat output and the fact 
that for every one kiln dried log, you'll 
need at least three normal wood logs.

In fact, when taking into account all the 
positives such as the burning efficiency, 
cleanliness, weight and aesthetics, 
investing in kiln dried logs
makes a sound investment.

Article
by logs direct

FREE
local delivery

 *excludes online orders. 
Free within 7 miles

of centre.
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Unique gifts, homewares and coffee in Honiton
www.4youfromme.co.uk  |  info@4youfromme.co.uk  |  01404 43300

4 you from me is a charming gift 
and coffee shop on Honiton’s
High Street. 
Celebrating our sixth year on Honiton’s 
High Street, ‘4 You From Me’ continues 
to be a charming gift and coffee haven. 
Established by owners Simon and Alistair, 
this independent retail gem offers a 
delightful array of gifts, furnishing pieces, 
and irresistible impulse buys.

Having fulfilled their dream of opening a 
unique gift and coffee shop, Simon and 
Alistair invite you to explore our innovative 
and stylish gift ideas for all occasions. 
Whether you want to express gratitude, 
reward, impress, congratulate, or 
entice, we have the perfect selection 
for you. Choose your gift, your card, 
and the wrapping paper, and let us 
take care of the wrapping while you 
savor a cup of our amazing coffee 
and treat yourself to homemade cake 
or a light lunch.

In our third year, ‘4 You From Me’ proudly 
serves an array of morning delights paired 
with exceptional coffees, tempting light 
lunches featuring homemade soup, and 
a mouthwatering selection of homemade 
cakes, sweet and savory scones. 

Open all day at 
56, The High Street Honiton.

Award Winning
Coffee &
Gift Shop
by Honiton

Council

NEW PATIENTS,
WELCOME!

 www.honitoneyeclinic.co.uk  01404 43044

Happy and 
supported in 
your home

•   Home Care
•   Personal Care
•   Community Access
•   Dementia Care
•   Palliative Care
•   Complex Care Support
•   Live-in Care

Call us today
01395 264767 www.riverexehealthcare.co.uk   

We are a family-run 
business, committed 
to providing care of 
the highest quality 
with compassion and 
kindness.

River Exe

Tel: 07432 118318
stuart@stuartssweepingservice.co.uk

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available

& Duncan

A clean chimney is a safe chimney
✔ Chimney, woodburner                                     

& range cooker sweeping.
✔ Power sweeping, Bird’s nest removal.
✔ Camera inspections, bird guard cowls fitted.
✔ Wood-burners, multi-fuel stoves                   

& liners installed.

NFU Insured. Thatch Trained.
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Gluten Free Bakery 

✓ Gluten-free breads ✓ Tasty pies & pasties ✓ Delicious quiches
✓ Classic sausage rolls ✓ Indulgent cakes & sweet treats ✓ Celebration cakes

Freshly Baked Every Day in our Honiton Bakery

Open: Tue–Fri: 7:30am – 4:00pm Sat: 7:30am – 2:30pm Mon & Sun: Closed
Visit our bakery 70 High Street, Honiton EX14 1PD

 Free, no-obligation property valuations

 Decades of local market knowledge

 Honest advice, with no pressure

  A friendly team who knows Honiton &  
the surrounding area inside out
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Call us on 01404 45343 or visit rogerhemming.co.uk

SAT 26 SEPT 7.30PM

AUTUMNat The Beehive
SAT 3 OCT 7.30PM THURS 8 OCT 7.30PM

Dowell Street, Honiton, EX14 1LZ

TUES 20 OCT 6PM TUES 27 OCT 7.15PM

FRI 16 OCT 7.30PM

THURS 22 OCT 7PM

Hudson & Hudson
Married at First

Sleight

Emmeline 

Pankhurst

Angel or Anarchist ?

A Brief Case
of Crazy

The Zoots:

Sounds of the

60's

THE MET: 

Macbeth

RBO: Manon

Tickets: £16 Tickets: £18 Tickets: £18 Tickets: £24

Adult £18, U18 £13 
U12 £6

Adult £18, U18 £13

(PG)

Adult £18, U18 £13 
U12  £10

Box Office
01404 384050
beehivehoniton.co.uk

Charity No: 1162412All Tickets include a booking fee

Fallen Angels
Noel Coward’s

SCAN FOR
MORE

 ‘WHAT’S ~ON’

• Residential & Commercial Property

• Family Law

• Inheritance Tax

• Wills, Trusts and Probate

• Personal Injury

• Disputes and Claims

• Company & Commercial

• Agricultural/Rural

Located across Devon and Somerset, our
solicitors can provide you with expert advice to
guide you through your matter from start to �nish. 

Call us on 01404 43431   
or email law@everys.co.uk

everys.co.uk

Whatever your  
legal needs,  
talk to Everys.

Honiton • Exeter • Exmouth • Seaton • Sidmouth • Tiverton • Taunton • Crewkerne
Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (no. 655338).
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The show is held in the countryside just 
outside Honiton, adjacent to the A30, on a 
140 acre site, owned by Honiton & District 
Agricultural Association since 2003.

This is very much “country meets town” with 
a diverse range of trade stands and exhibitors. 
Accountants, solicitors, fashion retailers, jewellers, 
tiling suppliers, financial advisers, insurance 
brokers, conservation groups and auctioneers 
were “standing” beside agricultural machinery 
dealers, wastewater engineers, animal feed 
suppliers, country clothing specialists, veterinary 
practices, and major tractor dealerships.

Although cooler than of late, the sun shone 
and the showground soon filled with visitors; 
townspeople, farming families, exhibitors and 
some serious buyers looking for those “show-
bargains” and special show offers. The sheep-
shearing demonstration at the far end of the field 
was as popular as ever.

The animal exhibits were down in number, 
apparently due to a local outbreak of “blue-
tongue” (BTV3), as understandably many local 
exhibitors kept away, for fear of spreading this 
deadly disease. Exhibitors from further afield – 
Dorchester, Somerset and Cornwall were still in 
evidence. One exhibitor from Mark in Somerset 
went home with 4 rosettes, including 2 “best in 
shows” for his ram!

The ringside was busy with many activities 
including a sheep dog demonstration, camel 
display, daredevil quadbikes, and horses and 
hounds from Cotleigh near Chard.  Yarcombe 
Young Farmers and Honiton Young Farmers each 
fielded competing tug o’ war teams – mostly 
comprised of young ladies.

In the lower field were traditional crafts such 
as a wheelwright, thatching, blacksmithing and 
hurdle making displays; hound classes, merry-go-
round, punch & judy, alpacas, along with a food 
hall, dog show and some great vintage tractors.

HONITON AGRICULTURAL SHOW

If you didn’t attend this year, the 2027 Honiton Show should be on your “bucket-list”!
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HARTS OF HONITON

NORTHCOTE HILL, HONITON  TEL: 01404 540920
for further details visit our website www.harts-renault.co.uk

RENAULT AND DACIA SERVICE DEALERS FOR EAST DEVON
✅ Air Con Re-Gas & Servicing ✅ Mot Testing ✅ Fully Equipped Workshop

✅  Servicing & Repairs For All Makes And Models

LARGE SELECTION OF QUALITY USED CARS

Supply & Install or Supply Only
01404 624057 enquiries@newvisionwindowsanddoors.co.uk
www.newvisionwindowsanddoors.co.uk

Quality Windows, Doors
& Home Improvements

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

WINDOWS
& DOORS
FITTED TO LAST.
SUPPLY & INSTALL • OR SUPPLY ONLY

We also do
VELUX & SKYLIGHTS 
FASCIAS & SOFFITS
GUTTERING
CLADDING

Transform your home with style, secuirty and energy efficiency.
Local, reliable and trusted - with no obligation, free quotes.

Tel: 01404 624057
Email: enquiries@newvisionwindowsanddoors.co.uk
Website: www.newvisionwindowsanddoors.co.uk

WINDOWS DOORS CONSERVATORIES

Find Us On 
Facebook
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East Devon business
providing residential
& commercial services

Weed control on hard services

Moss & algae control on hard 
surfaces

Lawn treatments

Paddock treatments

Japanese knotweed control

01404 891 444
carl@completeweedcontrol.co.uk
www.completeweedcontrol.co.uk

=

& BEAUTY

Book now on: 01404 42537
Visit us: 26 New Street, Honiton, EX14 1EX

E: houseofhair.honiton@hotmail.co.uk
W: www.houseofhairhoniton.com

STYLIST WANTED
Our Customer Service is second-to-none,

with our attention to detail,
we aim to inspire and deliver excellence
above and beyond your expectations.

Official supplier of GHD‘s,
exclusive stockist Paul Mitchell,

special promotions

HONITON LIONS CLUB
With one of the hottest, longest 
and driest summers in decades 
behind us one cannot help but 
reflect back to that of fifty years 
ago; that of 1976. At which 
time talks were rife in looking at 
expanding the local Lion branches 
of Axminster and Sidmouth into 
Honiton. With Lions International 
already helping provide audio 
equipment for deaf students 
at Honiton Primary School it 
was decided the town should 
have its own branch and the 
following year that is exactly was 
transpired. With 2027 marking 
Honiton Lion’s 50th anniversary 
we are looking forward however, 
our 49th year is just as important 
and looking back over the 
summer months, the club has 
had a remarkably productive 
season filled with successful 
community events, hard work, 
and impactful local fundraising 
initiatives.

The summer kicked off with the 
Classic Car Show at Allhallows 
Field during the town’s Market 
Charter Day celebrations. A 
grateful thank you goes to all 
the Lions and their partners 
who attended and helped out. 
Special thanks go to helpers Kyle 
and Riley Freemantle, Sheila 
Dare, and Ann Hibbert. Special 
recognition also goes to our 
Lions Ladies, who raised over 
£400 through their popular 
plant and book sale—a fantastic 
contribution to our charitable 
efforts.

More recently, the Club has 
approved several key community 
donations and funding pledges:

• Lions International Blood 
Research Appeal (LIBRA): A 
donation of £500 to support on-
going blood research initiatives.

• Royal British Legion (RBL) 
Standalone Memorial: The Royal 
British Legion has been raising 
funds to create a standalone 
memorial to honour local 
individuals missing from Honiton 
memorial. The Lions 
have agreed to pledge 
financial backing to 
help bridge their 
shortfall in supporting 
this project.

• Honiton Primary 
School PTA Library 
Project: To support 
improvements to 
the school library, 
the Club agreed to a 
£500 pledge to help 

get the project off the ground

Rounding out the summer 
season, the Lions were out in 
force supporting the Honiton 
Hill Rally at Smeatharpe over the 
August bank holiday weekend. 
Thank you to everyone in the 
community who came out to 
support us throughout the 
summer—your generosity makes 
all of our local projects possible!

Be sure to get your raffle 
tickets for our annual draw in 

September.

As always if you would like to find out more about Lions Club International and 
in particular the Honiton Lions Club please give president Brian Richards a 
call on 01404 43738 or 07966173828 or brian.richards@honitonlions.org.uk
Visit our website for More information www.honitonlions.org.uk/ 
Faceboook: www.facebook.com/HonitonLionsClub/

A visit from 1st Vice District Governor Lion Andrew Burnard 

and Lion Emma Burnard from Saltash Tamar Lions

at our last meeting.

Charter Day 2026Prize being awarded for best classic car.

Delivering outstanding chiropractic care to 
help alleviate pain, improve functionality and movement

Appointments also available for soft tissue massage
with our lovely therapists at the clinic. 

for more information visit us online at: www.honitonchiropracticclinic.co.uk

Austin Wells-Burr MChiro DC LRCC

Sasha Moores MChiro DC LRCC Tel: 01404 549270
Elle Willis MChiro  191-193 High Street, Honiton EX14 1LQ
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FR
IENDS OF

STATION

To read the latest issue of the Friends of Honiton Station newsletters, 
or for more information, visit www.friendsofhonitonstation.org.uk.

Bit by bit, the railway system in this 
country is being re-nationalised after 30 
years in private hands. Already, our local 
train service is effectively nationalised, 
although it will not formally become 
part of a company called Great British 
Railways until the necessary legislation is 
passed.

But it won’t be the first time that 
ownership of the railways has changed 
hands. This has happened repeatedly 
since the creation of passenger railways 
200 years ago. And if you look around, it 
is still possible to see signs of its history.

The first railways were built not by 
government but by private companies, 
who created lines in what was often 
a haphazard way, overlapping or 
duplicating other existing lines. Building a 
railway was a speculative venture in which 
fortunes were made and lost. Our local 

line, which opened in 1860, terminated 
at Queen Street in Exeter, rather than at 
St Davids, as that station was owned by 
another company.

Steadily, many railway companies 
merged, and following the Railways Act 
of 1921, the London and South Western 
Railway which had built our railway, 
became part of the huge Southern 
Railway. There is still evidence of the 
influence of Southern (both before 
and after nationalisation) in the green 
branding at several stations in the area, 
including at Feniton and the line to 
Okehampton.

When the railway was nationalised by 
the new Labour Government in 1947, 
our local service then became part of 
British Railways, with its lion logo and 
later British Rail with its double arrow. 
Despite BR being 

abolished decades ago, the road sign that 
represents a station still uses this logo. 

And it was this company who struggled 
with the fact that, arguably, the network 
was too big, a result of all that Victorian 
speculation. Well before the dreaded Dr. 
Beeching got to work, loss-making lines 
were being closed. Once he got his hands 
on the network, many more much-loved 
lines were culled, including our local 
branch lines to Seaton, Sidmouth and 
Lyme Regis. You can still see the remains 
of the old stations at Seaton Junction and 
Sidmouth.

For many locals, however, it is not 
British Rail that they will remember, but 
something called Network South East, 
with its red, white and blue branding. 
Having taken over responsibility for our 
service in 1986, only eight years later 
it was broken up as the railway was 
prepared for privatisation.

The legacy of Network South East, 
however, still affects how we use the 
railway. The map of the old network 
defines some of the complex rules of 
when and how we can use some rail 
cards. And for us, it was this company 

which ordered the rolling stock which still 
operates our service and which is likely to 
be needed for at least another 10 years.

If you travel by train, you can still trace 
the history of the companies that came 
next, with some still carrying the red and 
white livery of South West Trains, while 
others have long been re-painted in the 
blue and grey of SWR. 

Now another new dawn heralds with 
Great British Railways the latest operator. 
Some things will be familiar, however: the 
old BR double arrow logo is coming back 
and, inevitably perhaps, the dominant 
colours will be red, white and blue.

Martin Long
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1.	 4 You From Me Ltd
2.	 Axe Skip Hire Ltd
3.	 Beaminster Sheds
4.	 Beehive Honiton
5.	 Blackbury Honey Farm
6.	 C Plant Services
7.	 Caravan & Motorhome Solutions
8.	 Coastal Boutique
9.	 Coastline Mobility 
10.	Combe Garden Centre
11.	Curt Willis Motors

12.	Everys Solicitors
13.	Grandisson Of Ottery St Mary
14.	Harts Of Honition
15.	Honiton Chiropractic Clinic
16.	Honiton Eye Clinic
17.	Honiton Hardware 
18.	Honiton Hearing Centre
19.	Hopson Blinds Ltd
20.	House of Hair
21.	MKM Building Supplies
22.	MST Auctioneers

23.	New Street Vets
24.	New Vision Windows & Doors
25.	Ottery Computers
26.	Parnell Coaches of Honiton
27.	Paul Frewen Motors
28.	Roger Hemming Estate Agents
29.	Tilleys Gluten Free Bakery
30.	TO-AN-FRO Car & Van Hire Ltd
31.	WBW Solicitors
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MOBILE SERVICES: 
•	 Albina Mobile Hairdresser
•	 Beehive Care & Training Group
•	 Complete Weed Control
•	 Drain Wizard Ltd
•	 Drakes Plumbing & Heating Ltd
•	 Kode Designs

•	 River Exe Healthcare
•	 Road Ready Vehicles
•	 SCM Garage Doors
•	 Stuart's Sweeping Services
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CREWKERNE & THE HAMSTONE VILLAGES
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62 New Street, Honiton EX14 1BZ 
Please call for an appointment on 01404 42750
or book via our website www.newstreetvets.co.uk

Your local vets

Call Tim on 01404 47502 / 07790 966667
or Leon on 07856 867388

Email: info@parnellscoaches.co.uk
www.parnellscoaches.co.uk

7, Alliance Court, Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton EX14 1YL

A GOOD SELECTION OF VEHICLES AVAILABLE FOR SALE

MINI & MIDI COACHES ALWAYS WANTED

WE OFFER RELIABLE AND COMFORTABLE COACH
SERVICES FOR A VARIETY OF OCCASIONS

Our fleet of modern coaches can accommodate groups of all sizes
and our professional drivers will ensure a safe and comfortable journey.

CORPORATE EVENTS  AIRPORT TRANSFERS  SCHOOL TRIPS
CONCERTS AND FESTIVALS  WEDDINGS  DAY TRIPS

SPORTS TEAM OUTINGS  FAMILY REUNIONS

22 23Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk22 23



HONITON RBL GEARS UP 
FOR POPPY APPEAL AND 
REMEMBRANCE TIDE

As autumn approaches, volunteers at 
the Honiton Branch of The Royal 
British Legion are stepping 
up preparations for two 
of the most significant 
dates in the town’s civic 
calendar: the annual 
Poppy Appeal and 
Remembrance Tide.

This year’s National 
Poppy Appeal launches 
on Saturday 24 October 
2026, with Honiton 
marking the occasion beside 
the War Memorial, where local 
collectors and supporters will gather to 
begin the campaign. The Appeal remains 
one of the Legion’s most recognisable 
efforts, raising vital funds to support serving 
personnel, veterans, and their families.

Attention then turns to Remembrance 
Sunday, when Honiton’s traditional Parade 

and Service will once again bring the 
community together. The parade will 
form up next to Wetherspoon’s in New 
Street, stepping off at 14:20 Hours before 
making its way to the Memorial. The 
Service will begin at 14:45 Hours, offering 

residents a moment of reflection 
and gratitude. A wet‑weather 

plan has been arranged at St 
Paul’s Church, though space 

there is limited.Ahead of 
these commemorations, 
Honiton will also play host 
to a leg of the Cycle Ride 
along the Trafalgar Way, 

an event celebrating the 
historic route used to carry 

news of the Battle of Trafalgar. 
Cyclists and supporters will 

gather at the Con Club on Tuesday 22 
September at 18:00 Hours, and everyone 
is warmly invited to attend. Further details 
can be found on the event poster.

With a busy season ahead, the Honiton RBL 
is encouraging residents to take part, show 
support, and help uphold the traditions that 
mean so much to the town.

HONITON BRANCH

https://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/honiton 	          Find us on Facebook
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For more information, please visit www.cplantservices.com
Tel: 01404 850357 Visit us: Fenny Bridges, Honiton, Devon, EX14 3BG

We have a wide range of equipment available for self-drive hire including;
excavators, dumpers, rollers, wood chippers,

cherry pickers & crushers. As well as a range of smaller items.

We are a small family run business that specialise in affordable hire
of plant machinery, concrete crushers and garden-care equipment.

• Blockages  & Jetting
• CCTV Surveys
• Repairs & Lining
• Drain tracing
• Pitch fibre reforming 

• Pipe bursting
• Septic tank installation
• treatment plant installation 
• Soakaway problems
• Water leak detection

• Water leak repairs 
• Moling 
• Renewals
• Patio, driveway cleaning
• Decking cleaning

Tel: 01392 461670 / 01404 602016 Mob: 07834 712345
Email: info@drainwizard.co.uk Website: www.drainwizard.co.uk

Drainage & Water Main Solutions

CALL US ON: 01460 63320
info@caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk
www.caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk
Littlecombe Garage, Touches Lane, Chaffcombe Rd, Chard, Somerset, TA2O 1RR

MOTORHOME
HABATITION CHECKS

CARAVAN
SERVICING

ACCIDENT
REPAIRS

MOTORHOME
VEHICLE SERVICES

MOTORHOME
& CARAVAN
INSURANCE REPAIRS

SOLAR PANELS
& LEISURE BATTERIES

VALETING

INSURANCE APPROVED
BODY SHOP

SHOWER TRAY
& SINK REPAIRS

26 27Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk26 27



Summer 2026 seemed like the long-
lost twin of 1976, bearing the same 
familiar heat but with a fiercer 
tenacity!
Exactly fifty years ago, whilst Honiton was baking 
in the original summer of summers Mr & Mrs Snell 
were retiring from the Three Tuns, Mumfords 
Garage were moving to bigger premises at Turks 
Head, a commando abseiled down St Pauls, 
NSS Newsagents acquired 
two more premises in town, 
and a family of four could 
get into Honiton Hill Rally, 
then at Stockland, for £1.40! 
However, as today, everyone 
was suffering with the 
temperatures and longing for 
a bit of that old British classic...
rain!

Local weather records kept by 
Major J.M. Brierley in nearby 
Kilmington recorded June 1976 
as the warmest month since 
his measurements began in 
1954, with maximum shade 
temperatures soaring to 93°F 

and average daily peaks reaching 72.9°F. Total 
rainfall for June was a meagre 0.24 inches— less 
than ten per cent of the monthly normal. Across 
the district, the unrelenting heat reshaped daily 
routines, school schedules, community traditions, 
and civic affairs.

At Honiton Primary School, headmaster Mr. 
Dalton felt compelled to cancel a major planned 
outing to Longleat to protect the children from 
heat exhaustion and illness. Inside the school, 

classrooms effectively turned 
into ovens because recently 
repainted windows had 
stuck tight and could not be 
opened. In response, teachers 
conducted as many lessons as 
possible outdoors in the shade. 
Public recreation facilities faced 
similar pressures; queues at 
the Honiton Swimming Pool 
grew so long that the executive 
committee declared an 
emergency, limiting visitors to 
3⁄4-hour sessions to handle the 
crowds.

Whilst there were talks of a 
possible Butlins coming to the 

old Heathpark army ground a major outdoor 
event, taking place there, was profoundly 
impacted by the weather. At the British Legion 
Rally at the camp, where temperatures on the 
parade ground topped 100°F, Honiton Mayor 
Ron Gigg gamely donned a thick army roll-neck 
sweater, quilted jacket, and padded shooting coat 
for a target match. Despite thousands attending 
the rally, members of the Honiton women’s 
section saw hundreds of painstaking sandwiches, 
rolls, and cooked meats go largely uneaten as 
sweltering visitors demanded soft drinks and 
squash instead.

The severe drought created unexpected financial 
and structural headaches for local property 
owners. At Marwood House on the High Street, 
extreme dry conditions caused prominent 
cracks in the historic building's walls, prompting 
the council to step in with preservation 
grant funding for repairs. Meanwhile, water 
conservation attempts led to frustration: Robert 
Davidson, landlord of the Angel Hotel (now 
Costa), successfully reduced his six-month water 
consumption from 443 to 321 cubic metres to help 
the drought effort, only to find himself penalized 
with a higher minimum standing charge by South 
West Water. Despite both seasons being nearly a 
lifetime apart the parallels remain as ‘hot’ a topic 
today as they were then!

by Terry Darrant

A TALE OF TWO HEATWAVES
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Proudly serving Devon and surrounding areas with our exceptional service.
Call today for a free quote: 07849 123095

andy@drakes-plumbing.co.uk www.drakesplumbingandheatingsw.co.uk

Fully Qualified Plumbing & Heating Engineer

DRAKES PLUMBING & HEATING SW 

• DOMESTIC PLUMBING  • BATHROOMS  • G3 UNVENTED CYLINDERS
• GAS SAFE  • BOILER SERVICING  • CENTRAL HEATING

• LANDLORD SAFETY CHECKS  • BATHROOM & KITCHEN DESIGN

AVAILABLE FOR EMERGENCY CALL OUTS

Recommended Trader on Our Local Expert

MONTHLY AUCTIONS         Probate & Asset Valuation, Insolvency Sales  
of 
Antiques, Collectibles, China & Memorabilia  
Mid Century, Retro & Vintage Furniture  
Commercial & Domestic Catering Equipment  
Office Furniture & Equipment, PCs & Printers  
Plant, Machinery & Engineering Equipment  
Woodworking Equipment &Timber  
Commercial Vehicles & Probate Vehicles             VW Amarok 2019   £19,200.     Kougar Jaguar  £20,000 
Classic Cars & Boats  
Insolvency & High Court Enforcement Sales                               Recent sales 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Carlton Desk £2100           Worcester Bowl £750      Gibson  £5500    Rolex £1600          Mini Digger £10,200      Myford lathe £950 

01395 48717101395 48717101395 487171 01395 48726001395 48726001395 487260

AutumnGet cozy this

with

SidmouthExmouth ColatonRaleigh

www.coastlinemobility.comwww.coastlinemobility.com

01395 48717201395 48717201395 487172

East Devons largest mobility stockist. With a huge range of products from beds,East Devons largest mobility stockist. With a huge range of products from beds,

chairs, rollators, scooters, wheelchairs and so much more! Amazing prices andchairs, rollators, scooters, wheelchairs and so much more! Amazing prices and
award winning service, contact us for more information on our autumn deals.award winning service, contact us for more information on our autumn deals.

East Devons largest mobility stockist. With a huge range of products from beds,
chairs, rollators, scooters, wheelchairs and so much more! Amazing prices and
award winning service, contact us for more information on our autumn deals.
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HOPSON
BLINDS LTD

Manufacturers

01297 33488 sales@hopsonblindsltd.co.uk
Unit 20, Hunthay Business Park, Axminster EX13 5RJ

WWW.HOPSONBLINDSLTD.CO.UK
   

FOR VERTICAL, VENETIAN, ROLLER,
CONSERVATORY BLINDS & PERFECT FITS

01297 32470 | skips@axeskiphire.co.uk

www.axeskiphire.co.uk

Transform your cluttered space 
into a clean and stress free haven.

Eco Friendly
Dispodal

Transparent
Pricing

BOOK DIRECT
ONLINE

It’s even now easier to book 
your skip delivery and return

or a rubbish collection:
bookonline.axeskiphire.co.uk

A family run business & leading manufacturer of
quality timber buildings throughout Dorset,

Devon & Somerset. Established in 1996. 
Offering a huge range of sheds & outbuildings built

to your requirements, including:

32 North Street, Beaminster,
Dorset DT8 3DY
01308 861144

info@beaminstersheds.co.uk
www.beaminstersheds.co.uk

         BIKE SHEDS                                                BIN/LOG STORES
                SUMMERHOUSES                                     POTTING SHEDS
                HOME OFFICES                                          GARDEN GATES
                FENCING                                                      POULTRY HOUSING
                DOG KENNELS                                           FIELD SHELTERS
                SHEDS                                                           WORKSHOPS

FREE  LOCAL DELIVERY & INSTALLATION

A family run business & leading manufacturer of
quality timber buildings throughout Dorset,

Devon & Somerset. Established in 1996. 
Offering a huge range of sheds & outbuildings built

to your requirements, including:

32 North Street, Beaminster,
Dorset DT8 3DY
01308 861144

info@beaminstersheds.co.uk
www.beaminstersheds.co.uk

         BIKE SHEDS                                                BIN/LOG STORES
                SUMMERHOUSES                                     POTTING SHEDS
                HOME OFFICES                                          GARDEN GATES
                FENCING                                                      POULTRY HOUSING
                DOG KENNELS                                           FIELD SHELTERS
                SHEDS                                                           WORKSHOPS

FREE  LOCAL DELIVERY & INSTALLATION

A family run business & leading manufacturer of
quality timber buildings throughout Dorset,

Devon & Somerset. Established in 1996. 
Offering a huge range of sheds & outbuildings built

to your requirements, including:

32 North Street, Beaminster,
Dorset DT8 3DY
01308 861144

info@beaminstersheds.co.uk
www.beaminstersheds.co.uk

         BIKE SHEDS                                                BIN/LOG STORES
                SUMMERHOUSES                                     POTTING SHEDS
                HOME OFFICES                                          GARDEN GATES
                FENCING                                                      POULTRY HOUSING
                DOG KENNELS                                           FIELD SHELTERS
                SHEDS                                                           WORKSHOPS

FREE  LOCAL DELIVERY & INSTALLATION

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY & INSTALLATION
32 North Street, Beaminster DT8 3DY

01308 861144 Info@beaminstersheds.co.uk
www.beaminstersheds.co.uk

A family run business & leading manufacturer 
of quality timber buildings throughout Dorset, 

Devon & Somerset. Established in 1996. Offering 
a huge range of sheds & outbuildings built to 

your requirements, including

Contact Jordan Aitken Tel: 07337 970933
roadreadyvehiclesolutions@gmail.com

www.roadreadyvehiclesolutions.co.uk

Road Ready
Vehicle Solutions

Mobile Mechanic

Trusted, Local Service at your door
Servicing • Repairs • Diagnostics

01404 643883

Scan to learn more,
or call for a friendly
chat:

Home Care
Personal Care Visits, Your Hive at Home

• Personal care, washing and dressing
• Nutrition, hydration, and meal preparation

• Medication support
• Daily routines and light household tasks

• Companionship and reassurance

Personalised home care services that  support people
to live independently, safely, and with dignity in their

own homes.

Every care package is tailored to the individual,  shaped
around their preferences, needs and daily life, with

consistent carers they know and trust.

High‑quality care, delivered at home.

Providing flexible support with:

Live‑In Care 
Your Hive at Home, Day and
Night

A  live‑in carer provides,  personalised assistance with:

Our Live‑In Care service provides
continuous, one‑to‑one support in the
comfort and familiarity of home

• Personal care and daily living support
• Medication management
• Meals and household tasks
• Companionship and emotional support
• Day and night reassurance
Live-in care supports independence and routine at home, 
with consistent, reliable care that gives families real peace
of mind.
24‑hour support. Familiar surroundings.

supports comfort,
confidence and

everyday wellbeing, all
delivered in the comfort

of your home. This
service provides

routine nail care only
and is not a substitute
for podiatry or clinical

foot care.

Our new nail
clipping  service

Beehive Care
Devon

Your Hive atYour Hive atYour Hive atHomeHomeHome

Beehive Care Devon
Your Hive atHome

Beehive Care & Training Group Ltd

Trading as:
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Local independent shops and 
small businesses have joined 
forces to create **Love Honiton**, 
a community-led group with one 
shared aim – to help our Town 
Centre thrive.

With the message 'Our Town. 
Our Future. Our Honiton.', we’re 
working together to encourage 
people to shop locally, improve our 

surroundings 
and create a 
welcoming Town 
Centre we can all 
be proud of.

One of our 
first 

initiatives was the Love Honiton 
Community Loyalty Card Scheme, 
which encouraged people to 
support participating local 
businesses by collecting stamps 
for the chance to win a Seasonal 
Community Hamper. 
The scheme was a 
great way to 
bring local 

Together, Let's create a Honiton we can be proud of

Keeps Money Local
Supporting local shops helps 

keep money circulating within 
Honiton.

Supports Local Jobs
Local businesses create jobs and 
opportunities for people in our 

community.

Helps Businesses Grow
Every purchase helps 

independent businesses thrive 
and invest locally.

businesses and shoppers together 
and celebrate the importance of 
supporting our High Street.

We’re continuing to build on this 
with new ideas and community 
projects. We’re also working 
alongside Honiton Town Council 
to brighten the town with hanging 
baskets, pots and floral displays, 
while businesses are helping to 
keep their shop fronts tidy, weed-
free and litter-free.

But **Love Honiton is about more 
than businesses – it’s about our whole 
community.**

We’d love residents to get involved, 
share ideas and support the 
town they call home. By working 
together, we can help make Honiton 
an even better place to shop, visit, 
work and live.

Follow **Love Honiton** on 
Facebook for the latest news, 
events, projects and updates.

Have an idea? we would love to hear 
from you, pop us a message on 
facebook.

**Shop local. Get involved. Love Honiton.**

Stronger Community
Shopping locally builds 
connections and brings 

residents together.

Environmental Impact
Buying locally can mean shorter 

journeys, fewer deliveries and 
lower emissions.

Keeps Honiton Thriving
A busy, vibrant town centre 

makes Honiton a better place 
to live, work and visit.
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The

Flyer

Come and be  
part of this  

special place 

Garden tea room 

Honey and gift shop 

Information & courses 

Wildflower meadow  

Gardens & orchard 

Near to Blackbury Camp, EX24 6JF    www.blackburyfarm.co.uk    01404 871600 
We are a dog-free site    Open 10am - 4pm Wednesday - Sunday 

 www.curtwillismotors.com - Fenny Bridges Honiton, Devon, EX14 3BG 

• Tyre Fitting
• Exhausts
• Brakes
• Cambelts
• Clutches
• Auto Air Conditioning
• Diagnostics
• Minor Repairs

CURT WILLIS MOTORS

REPAIRS, SERVICING, MAINTENANCE, MOTS

CALL US ON: 01404 851551

YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY GARAGE
Serving Honiton, Ottery St Mary, and the East Devon Area

Put our 20-plus years of experience to work for you by calling our shop today.

Book Your
MOT Test with

Us Today

Hours of Operation
Mon - Fri: 8:30am – 5:30pm

Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

36 37Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk36 37

WE HOPE THAT YOU HAVE ENJOYED READING THE HONITON FLYER?
WANT MORE CUSTOMERS? ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS TO LOCAL 

READERS IN THE NEXT HONITON FLYER!

Delivered by Royal Mail direct to homes & businesses in EX14 postcode, that is over 
11,400 addresses – and at least 11,400 potential customers!

Our next edition is “Winter 2026”.
Distribution will be week commencing Monday 7th December.
Booking deadline 6th November.                                                               

Please call Nick on 07852 484419 or email 
theflyerpublications@gmail.com
FREE DESIGN OF YOUR ADVERT!

DON’T WASTE YOUR ADVERTISING BUDGET 
ELSEWHERE, SPEND IT WISELY
IN THE HONITON FLYER!

WWW.THEHONITONFLYER.CO.UK



SCM
GARAGE DOORS

Tel: 07902 501114  Email: simon@scmgaragedoors.com 
SCM garage doors  Website: www.scmgaragedoors.com

We are a local,
family-run business installing,

repairing and maintaining all types of
garage doors & window shutters. 

If you want to make your garage more secure, or want a way to improve the value and look of your 
property then have a new garage door installed by our professional team.

10 year guarantee on new installations  - Free site survey & quotes

APPROVED INSTALLER

A fantastic installation of our new garador garage door. A problem free process from start
to finish from Simon and his team. We are delighted with our new garage door

and thoroughly recommend SCM Garage Doors.

sales@kodedesigns.com   •  07712 129876   •  www.kodedesigns.com

Website Design That Works.

CUSTOM WEBSITES

SEO OPTIMISED

BUILT TO PERFORM

FINANCE SETTLED
INSTANT DECISION

SELLING YOUR CAR 
MADE EASY

WWW.PAULFREWENMOTORS.CO.UKWWW.PAULFREWENMOTORS.CO.UK
CALL US FOR A FREE VALUATION CALL US FOR A FREE VALUATION 01460 23900001460 239000  |    |  07966 41580107966 415801

Don’t part exchange your car, we can give you a top price for
your car and you can get a better deal on your new one

WE BUY ALL WE BUY ALL 
CARS, VANS & MOTORBIKES CARS, VANS & MOTORBIKES 

New & Old, Expensive or Cheap

CROWN & FRENCHIC PAINTS
HARDWARE & DIY SUPPLIES

SHOE REPAIRS • DRY CLEANING
KEY CUTTING & LOCKSMITH SERVICE

ENGRAVING SERVICES

104 HIGH STREET HONITON
TEL. 01404 47052

SHOP LOCAL • SUPPORT LOCAL

O U R  TO W N
O U R  F U T U R E

O U R  H O N I TO N

❤	 4 You From Me
❤	 BAZ-R's
❤	 Peter Betteridge
❤	 Bisous Cafe Bar
❤	 Blue Pencil Studio
❤	 Boho Photo
❤	 Chilcotts Auctioneers
❤	 Coastal Boutique
❤	 Conservative Club
❤	 Creature Comforts
❤	 Devine Jewellers
❤	 Dezels
❤	 Fig & Ivy
❤	 Fountain Antiques
❤	 Ganesha Wholefoods
❤	 Gertie & Bertie
❤	 Handmade Fiesta
❤	 Hayes Travel
❤	 HemPorium
❤	 Her Cutz
❤	 Hermitage
❤	 Honiton Hardware
❤	 Honiton Pottery

❤	 Honiton 
Sports

❤	 House Of Hair
❤	 Hunters S&L
❤	 James’ Patisserie & 

Sandwiches
❤	 Jolly Bees
❤	 Just Cards
❤	 Kings Pizza & Kebab
❤	 Lace Lingerie
❤	 L'reigns
❤	 Mels Handicraft
❤	 No 22 Hair Boutique
❤	 RKL Hardware
❤	 Sugar Beauty 

Treatments
❤	 The Courtyard Hair
❤	 Tillys Bakery
❤	 Toast Cafe
❤	 Twine Studios
❤	 Wine World
❤	 Yellow Deli
❤	 Zest Cafe

O U R  TO W N
O U R  F U T U R E

O U R  H O N I TO N

CURRENT PARTICIPANTS IN 
LOVE HONITON
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Your home for
KITCHENS &
BATHROOMS

Visit our showroom and speak to our 
kitchen & bathroom specialists, who 
can help you create your dream space. 

Heath Trade Park Honiton 
EX14 1DS 01404 41242

TRADE  
& PUBLIC
WELCOME


