
TO-AN-FRO
CAR * VAN * TRUCK * MINIBUS HIRE

Your Journey, your way - reliable vehicles at the right price!
Orchard House, Duchy Road, Heathpark Ind Estate, Honiton, EX14 1YD

Call us on: 01404 44900    |    www.toanfro.co.uk
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01404 548050 | lawyer@wbw.co.uk

Property | Wills | Trusts & Probate 
Lasting Power of Attorney
Employment | Mortgages
Company & Commercial  
Family & Children | Litigation
Financial Planning Services

Our services:

www.wbw.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL
LEGAL EXPERTS
IN HONITON

The Manor House
High Street, Honiton
EX14 1DJ

WBW Solicitors will be at the 
Honiton Show. Please visit our
stand for complimentary 
refreshments and cake.

As I write this in mid-June, Summer is definitely 
upon us, with glorious sunny days, long warm 
evenings, and the stunning countryside which 
surrounds our town is in full bloom!.

We have been busy putting together this 
Summer 2026 edition of The Honiton Flyer, and have a great 
selection of advertisers. Not just local shops and service 
providers, but also places to visit for a day out; for an afternoon 
cream tea; a quiet drink in a village pub; riverside dining; evening 
performances at The Beehive; and of course Honiton Hill Rally 
over August Bank Holiday weekend!

Our contributors have been busy writing their articles. On 
Page 6, Martin Long of The Friends of Honiton Station has an 
interesting article on the naming of trains. On Page 8 The Mayor 
of Honiton presents a cheque for £3,999.05 to Hospicecare.

There are great things happening at The Beehive in Dowell Street. 
Read all about it on Pages 8, 10 & 11! Honiton Branch of        
The Royal British Legion recently dedicated a new “standard”.  
More details on Page 14.

Our useful maps of Honiton Town Centre and the EX14 postcode 
appear across Pages 18 & 19. 

On Page 20 we have news from Honiton Lions Club.
On Pages 30 & 31, local historian Terry Darrant brings 
us profiles of three former Honiton businesses which for a 
variety of reasons are no longer trading.

If you like what you see here in The Honiton Flyer, and 
would like to advertise in our next edition for Autumn 
2026, please find more details on Page 32.

With best wishes for the Summer months,

Anthony Bucke
EDITOR.

Wednesday 17th June 2026
Email: honiton@theantiquestourist.com

 “Three photos from
Honiton Hill Rally 2025”
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Come and be  
part of this  

special place 

Garden tea room 

Honey and gift shop 

Information & courses 

Wildflower meadow  

Gardens & orchard 

Near to Blackbury Camp, EX24 6JF    www.blackburyfarm.co.uk    01404 871600 
We are a dog-free site    Open 10am - 4pm Wednesday - Sunday 

HARTS OF HONITON

NORTHCOTE HILL, HONITON  TEL: 01404 540920
for further details visit our website www.harts-renault.co.uk

RENAULT AND DACIA SERVICE DEALERS FOR EAST DEVON
✅ Air Con Re-Gas & Servicing ✅ Mot Testing ✅ Fully Equipped Workshop

✅  Servicing & Repairs For All Makes And Models

LARGE SELECTION OF QUALITY USED CARS
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Unique gifts, homewares and
coffee in Honiton, Devon

TEL: 01404 43300
www.4youfromme.co.uk  |  info@4youfromme.co.uk

4 you from me is a charming gift 
and coffee shop on Honiton’s
High Street. 
Celebrating our sixth year on Honiton’s 
High Street, ‘4 You From Me’ continues 
to be a charming gift and coffee haven. 
Established by owners Simon and Alistair, 
this independent retail gem offers a 
delightful array of gifts, furnishing pieces, 
and irresistible impulse buys.

Having fulfilled their dream of opening a 
unique gift and coffee shop, Simon and 
Alistair invite you to explore our innovative 
and stylish gift ideas for all occasions. 
Whether you want to express gratitude, 
reward, impress, congratulate, or 
entice, we have the perfect selection 
for you. Choose your gift, your card, 
and the wrapping paper, and let us 
take care of the wrapping while you 
savor a cup of our amazing coffee 
and treat yourself to homemade cake 
or a light lunch.

In our third year, ‘4 You From Me’ proudly 
serves an array of morning delights paired 
with exceptional coffees, tempting light 
lunches featuring homemade soup, and 
a mouthwatering selection of homemade 
cakes, sweet and savory scones. 

Open all day at 
56, The High Street Honiton.

Award Winning
Coffee &
Gift Shop
by Honiton

Council

Have you ever given a name 
to your car? Many of us see 
nothing unusual in giving 
names to what are, after all, 
just inanimate lumps of metal 
designed to get us from A 
to B. And it is not just cars. 
From the very earliest days 
of Locomotion and Rocket, 
railway companies have given 
their locomotives names. 

To this day, Great Western 
Railway, which serves Exeter, 
still names many of the Power 
Cars on its Intercity Express 
Trains. Units have been named 
after everyone from the late 
Queen to famous singers, 
such as the marvellously-
named Shania Train. Also 
remembered are the author 
Agatha Christie, Captain 
Sir Tom Moore and a range 
of community volunteers 
nominated as part of the BBC 
Make a Difference campaign.

Closer to home, the old 
Southern Railway, which 
became part of British 
Railways in 1947, had a 

longstanding tradition of 
naming its locomotives. As 
well as Clan Line, a recent 
visitor to Honiton, t his 
included a class of locos 
named after towns and 
villages in our region. This 
West Country Class included 
a locomotive called Honiton. 
Built in Brighton in 1946, it 
operated until 1967, before 
being sent for scrap a year 
later.

The story goes that local 
councils were offered the 
last name plate of the West 
Country loco that bore their 
name. And this may have 
included Honiton, although 
the last known photographs 
of the loco before it was 
withdrawn show that the name 
plate had already disappeared. 
No-one now knows where it 
might be, or if it survived at all.

Other communities, however, 
were more fortunate. Pride of 
place at Whimple Heritage 
Centre is the name plate for 

the locomotive that bears the 
name of the village.

Our local railway company, 
South Western Railway, has 
not quite inherited Southern 
Railway’s enthusiasm for 
naming, although it did make 
an exception in September 
2025 to name a train after 
Athelstan, the first King of 
England. Last year marked 
the 1,100-year anniversary 
of his coronation. While less 
well known than many of 
his successors, Athelstan 
is still regularly described 
by historians as England’s 
greatest monarch.

With nationalisation now 
getting into its stride, it will 
be interesting to see if Great 
British Railways continues 
the 200 year old tradition of 
naming some of its rolling 
stock. This kind of quirky 
individuality has been the 
hallmark of our railway for two 
centuries, and I for one hope 
that it continues.

The Friends of HONITON Station

FR
IENDS OF

STATION

To read the latest issue of the Friends of Honiton Station newsletters, 
or for more information, visit www.friendsofhonitonstation.org.uk.
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NEW PATIENTS,
WELCOME!

 www.honitoneyeclinic.co.uk  01404 43044

=

& Beauty

STYLIST WANTED
Good Rates of Pay, Flexible Hours, GHD Flagship Salon

Our Customer Service is second-to-none, with our attention to detail,
we aim to inspire and deliver excellence above and beyond your expectations.

Official supplier of GHD‘s, exclusive stockist Paul Mitchell, special promotions

Book now on: 01404 42537 Visit us: 26 New Street, Honiton, EX14 1EX
Email: houseofhair.honiton@hotmail.co.uk Website: www.houseofhairhoniton.com

Honiton Town Council is pleased to confirm that the Mayor of Honiton’s Spring Ball 2026 
successfully raised £3999.05 in aid of local charity Hospiscare.

Held at the Deer Park Country House in Weston, the Mayor’s Ball brought together guests 
from across Honiton for an evening of entertainment, philanthropy and civic pride. 
The funds raised will directly benefit those 
requiring specialist end-of-life care for local 
people with terminal illnesses.

“We are incredibly grateful for the generosity 
shown by everyone who attended and 
supported the event” said Cllr Lucy Wakefield 
(Deputy Mayor). “These funds will make a 
meaningful difference to the services which 
Hospiscare offer to our local community”.

Honiton Town Council extends its thanks to its 
very generous sponsors whose contributions 
made the event a huge success.

Honiton Town Council, The Beehive, Dowell Street, Honiton, EX14 1LZ
Email: towncouncil@honiton.gov.uk  Phone no: 01404 42957

The Mayor of Honiton’s Spring Ball 2026

SUMMER EVENTS ATat The Beehive
SAT

11 JUL

FRI
17 JUL

SAT
25 JUL

SAT
15 AUG

SAT

FRI

22 AUG

28 AUG

GRANDSLAM WRESTLING

FLATS & SHARPS

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN

NOTHING CONCRETE

SCOTLAND YARD INVESTIGATES DIRE STREETS

SING-A-LONGAdult £15, U16 £10. Family of 4 £45

Advance £19.50. On the door £22

Tickets: £14

Adult £8. Under 12 £6. 
Adult + Picnic Box £17. 
Under 12 + Picnic Box £14  

Tickets: £19. On the door £21. 

Tickets:  £26

An unforgettable night with , edge-
of-your-seat matches & larger-than-
life superstars.

The Cornish bluegrass outfit deliver
music that’s punchy, precise and
impossible to ignore.

From the files of Scotland Yard come
these stage adaptations of infamous
true-life 19th century crimes.

A 6 piece international band
blending blues, world music, jazz,
cabaret, folk - deeply danceable.

Classic songs of one of the world’s
greatest guitar bands making them
THE stand out Dire Straits tribute.

beehivehoniton.co.uk 01404 384050 Dowell St, Honiton, EX14 1LZ

6.30pm

7.30pm

7.30pm 7.30pm

7.30pm

4pm

Charity no: 1162412All tickets include a Booking Fee
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The Honeypot Café & Bar was 
re-launched at the end of May 2026, 
offering a “Bee Social Lunch” once a 
month focusing on the community. 

This very busy venue hosts events 
most days - Brunch & Bingo; Quiz 
Nights; Acoustic Nights (Free); Fashion 
Shows; Cheese & Wine Evening; Craft 
Fayres, to name just a few.

Further events at The Beehive from 
outside organisers & performers include 
Tribute Bands, Folk Music, Live Opera, 
GrandSlam Wrestling, Murder Mystery 
Nights; the list goes on!

The Beehive is host to “Nostalgic 
Cinema” once a month. “Nostalgic 
screenings” have a unique power; 
they spark memories, encourage 
conversation and bring generations 
together in a warm, inclusive setting.

For more information, please contact 
Fiona Taylor, Publicity & Marketing 
Manager.

Email: manager@beehivehoniton.co.uk
Website: www.beehivehoniton.co.uk
Box Office: 01404 384050
Roomhire:
roombookings@beehivehoniton.co.uk

Address: The Beehive, Dowell St, Honiton, EX14 1LZ

The Beehive is a creative arts and 
entertainment hub in the heart of 
Honiton, East Devon. On offer is space 
for community activities, meetings and 
conferences, with a diverse programme 
of live events, cinema, exhibitions, 
workshops.

Run by a charity and used by many 
local organisations and interest groups, 
The Beehive is proud to be an inclusive 
and accessible venue, welcoming 
everyone. The “mission” is to create a 
vibrant and inclusive community hub, 
dedicated to providing a wide range 
of activities which cater for the unique 
interests of all, in an environment which 
is always friendly and welcoming.

Honiton Community Complex trading 
as The Beehive runs the day-to-day 
operations of the building which the 
Honiton Town Council own. 

Both the carpark and the gardens 
are owned and managed by the Town 
Council.

The Beehive also now runs the Tourist 
Information Points (TIPs) and other 
TIPs can be found at Honiton Library 
and Allhallows Museum. 

There is a great team at The Beehive 
comprising 5 full-time staff, 7 part-time 
staff and over 60 volunteers. 

Website: www.beehivehoniton.co.uk  Box Office: 01404 384050

This artwork was created by Year 10 students at Honiton Community College 
working with graphic artist George Barron during Summer 2025.

The students wanted to showcase the wide range of activities on offer in Honiton. 
Many more than you can imagine!

This project is a partnership between Thelma Hulbert Gallery (THG) and Honiton 
Town Council and partly funded by Arts Council England.

It forms part of THG's Create Our Space young people project, which aims to 
inspire local young people to engage in creative experiences to build new skills and 

confidence.
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Call Tim on 01404 47502 / 07790 966667
or Leon on 07856 867388

Email: info@parnellscoaches.co.uk
www.parnellscoaches.co.uk

7, Alliance Court, Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton EX14 1YL

A GOOD SELECTION OF VEHICLES AVAILABLE FOR SALE

MINI & MIDI COACHES ALWAYS WANTED

WE OFFER RELIABLE AND COMFORTABLE COACH
SERVICES FOR A VARIETY OF OCCASIONS

Our fleet of modern coaches can accommodate groups of all sizes
and our professional drivers will ensure a safe and comfortable journey.

CORPORATE EVENTS  AIRPORT TRANSFERS  SCHOOL TRIPS
CONCERTS AND FESTIVALS  WEDDINGS  DAY TRIPS

SPORTS TEAM OUTINGS  FAMILY REUNIONS

Roger Hemming Estate Agents,
Conway House, 13b New Street,
Honiton, Devon, EX14 1HA

P. 01404 45343 
E. roger@rogerhemming.co.uk

www.rogerhemming.co.uk

✔ Free probate valuations
✔ Trusted by local solicitors

✔ A caring, sympathetic service
✔ Professional support you can rely on

You’re not just another client - you’re our neighbour and we’re here to help.

Supporting You Through Life’s Difficult Times
When families need guidance with probate issues,

they turn to Roger Hemming Estate Agents -

Honiton’s 
trusted

experts for
over 30
years.
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Delivering outstanding chiropractic care to 
help alleviate pain, improve functionality and movement

Appointments also available for soft tissue massage
with our lovely therapists at the clinic. 

for more information visit us online at: www.honitonchiropracticclinic.co.uk

Austin Wells-Burr MChiro DC LRCC

Sasha Moores MChiro DC LRCC Tel: 01404 549270
Elle Willis MChiro  191-193 High Street, Honiton EX14 1LQ

Website: branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/honiton

What a nice way to spend a Sunday morning. On Sunday 26th April, The Honiton Branch of the Royal British 
Legion held a service of dedication for our new Standards. Thank you to Rev. Robert Wilson our Branch 
Chaplin for arranging, Rev. Scott Angell for helping, and thank you to Mark Mandrupson and John 
Holmes for carrying the Standards. St Paul's Church, Honiton.

Putting aside a new standard – the first in 40 years – what made this ceremony so unique was the 
presence of former standard bearer Mr Brian Smith. Now in very bad health, 
Brian still felt he had to attend, whilst holding back tears with the emotion of the 
event. During his service as standard bearer 
from 2001 to 2018, Brian made 
numerous visits to Royal Wotton 
Bassett, The National Arboretum, 
The Royal Albert Hall, The 
National Cenotaph, and in 2018 
to The Menin Gate. Fortunately 
someone captured an image 
of this, showing a lifetime of 
dedication to The British Legion.

We are still meeting every second 
Wednesday of the month in the 
Con Club Honiton. We meet at 
7:30pm, all are welcome.
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For more information, please visit www.cplantservices.com
Tel: 01404 850357 Visit us: Fenny Bridges, Honiton, Devon, EX14 3BG

We have a wide range of equipment available for self-drive hire including;
excavators, dumpers, rollers, wood chippers,

cherry pickers & crushers. As well as a range of smaller items.

We are a small family run business that specialise in affordable hire
of plant machinery, concrete crushers and garden-care equipment.

The Coastal Boutique 62 High St, Honiton
Online & in store

WWW.THECOASTALBOUTIQUE.COM

Scan to shop!



Personal Care

Visits 
Your Hive at

Home

• Personal care, washing and

dressing

• Nutrition, hydration, and meal

preparation

• Medication support

• Daily routines and light

household tasks

• Companionship and

reassurance

Personalised home care

services that  support people

to live independently, safely,

and with dignity in their own

homes.

Every care package is

tailored to the individual,

shaped around their

preferences, needs and

daily life, with consistent

carers they know and

trust.

High‑quality care,

delivered at home.

Providing flexible support

with:

Live‑In Care 
Your Hive at Home,
Day and Night

A  live‑in carer provides,
 personalised assistance with:

Our Live‑In Care service provides
continuous, one‑to‑one support inthe comfort and familiarity of home

• Personal care and daily living support• Medication management
• Meals and household tasks
• Companionship and emotional
support
• Day and night reassurance

Live-in care
supports
independence
and routine at
home, 
with consistent,
reliable care that
gives families
real peace of
mind.

24‑hour support.
Familiar
surroundings.

supports comfort,confidence and everyday
wellbeing, all delivered in
the comfort of your home.
This service providesroutine nail care only and is

not a substitute forpodiatry or clinical footcare.

Our new nail clipping  service

01404 643883

Scan to learn more,
or call for a friendly
chat:

Beehive Care Devon
Your Hive atHome

• Residential & Commercial Property

• Family Law

• Inheritance Tax

• Wills, Trusts and Probate

• Personal Injury

• Disputes and Claims

• Company & Commercial

• Agricultural/Rural

Located across Devon and Somerset, our
solicitors can provide you with expert advice to
guide you through your matter from start to �nish. 

Call us on 01404 43431   
or email law@everys.co.uk

everys.co.uk

Whatever your  
legal needs,  
talk to Everys.

Honiton • Exeter • Exmouth • Seaton • Sidmouth • Tiverton • Taunton • Crewkerne
Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (no. 655338).

01297 32470 | skips@axeskiphire.co.uk

www.axeskiphire.co.uk

Transform your cluttered space 
into a clean and stress free haven.

Eco Friendly
Dispodal

Transparent
Pricing

BOOK DIRECT
ONLINE

It’s even now easier to book 
your skip delivery and return

or a rubbish collection:
bookonline.axeskiphire.co.uk
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Gluten Free Bakery 

✓ Gluten-free breads ✓ Tasty pies & pasties ✓ Delicious quiches
✓ Classic sausage rolls ✓ Indulgent cakes & sweet treats ✓ Celebration cakes

Freshly Baked Every Day in our Honiton Bakery

Open: Tue–Fri: 7:30am – 4:00pm Sat: 7:30am – 2:30pm Mon & Sun: Closed
Visit our bakery 70 High Street, Honiton EX14 1PD

The Honiton and District 
Lions Club CIO recently 

hosted a highly successful 
"Mole Day" skin screening 

event, combining vital 
community healthcare with 

impactful fundraising.

Held at the Mackarness Hall, 
the event saw 70 people step 
forward to have their moles 

checked. In a potentially 
life-saving outcome, the 

screenings resulted in seven 
urgent referrals for further 
medical investigation. The 
vital checks were carried 
out by Dr. Downs, who 

generously volunteered his 
time and medical expertise 

free of charge to support the 
community.

Doubling the Impact for 
Cancer Research

Attendees were asked to 
contribute a £5 examination 
fee for the screening. While 
70 people received checks! 

The examination fees brought 
in £350, which was bolstered 
by an additional £15 in kind 

donations.

True to their mission, the 
Lions Club matched the total 
amount raised. Thanks to this 
generous match, a grand total 
of £730 was generated from 

the screenings. Combined 
with other club funds, a 

magnificent £1,000 cheque 
was officially presented to 

Cancer Research UK at their 
charity shop on Lace Walk.

Community Spirit in Action

Beyond the medical 
screenings, the event was 
a true community effort. 

Refreshments were on hand, 
with sales of teas, coffees, 
and cakes bringing in even 

more profits.

The Lions Club's fundraising 
momentum didn't stop there. 
The busy spring season also 
featured the popular Ladies 

Plant Stall, and the club 
extended its heartfelt thanks 

to all local venues that hosted 
an Easter Egg raffle this year.

"Every penny raised helps 
us continue our vital work 
and support worthwhile 

local charities," a club 
representative noted.

As always if you would like to find out more about Lions Club International and 
in particular the Honiton Lions Club please give president Brian Richards a 
call on 01404 43738 or 07966173828 or brian.richards@honitonlions.org.uk
Visit our website for More information www.honitonlions.org.uk/ 
Faceboook: www.facebook.com/HonitonLionsClub/

HONITON LIONS CLUB
MONTHLY AUCTIONS         Probate & Asset Valuation, Insolvency Sales  
of 
Antiques, Collectibles, China & Memorabilia  
Mid Century, Retro & Vintage Furniture  
Commercial & Domestic Catering Equipment  
Office Furniture & Equipment, PCs & Printers  
Plant, Machinery & Engineering Equipment  
Woodworking Equipment &Timber  
Commercial Vehicles & Probate Vehicles             VW Amarok 2019   £19,200.     Kougar Jaguar  £20,000 
Classic Cars & Boats  
Insolvency & High Court Enforcement Sales                               Recent sales 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Carlton Desk £2100           Worcester Bowl £750      Gibson  £5500    Rolex £1600          Mini Digger £10,200      Myford lathe £950 

DATES TO ROAR-MEMBER! (LOCK IN THESE MANE EVENTS)
Honiton Market Charter Day - 18th July

Honiton Hill Rally - August Bank Holiday Weekend
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 www.curtwillismotors.com - Fenny Bridges Honiton, Devon, EX14 3BG 

• Tyre Fitting
• Exhausts
• Brakes
• Cambelts
• Clutches
• Auto Air Conditioning
• Diagnostics
• Minor Repairs

CURT WILLIS MOTORS

REPAIRS, SERVICING, MAINTENANCE, MOTS

CALL US ON: 01404 851551

YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY GARAGE
Serving Honiton, Ottery St Mary, and the East Devon Area

Put our 20-plus years of experience to work for you by calling our shop today.

Book Your
MOT Test with

Us Today

Hours of Operation
Mon - Fri: 8:30am – 5:30pm

Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

YOUR LOCAL
PRINT SPECIALISTS

10% OFF WHEN USING CODE: TS100

www.taylorsignssw.com

10% OFF WHEN USING CODE: JTVBR100

• ACCIDENT DAMAGE
• INSURANCE CLAIMS

• BUMPER SCUFFS
• DENTS & SCRATCHES

admin@jtvbr.co.uk

EXTRA 10% OFF SHERBORNE
SAVE AN EXTRA 10% OFF SALE PRICES ON

SHERBORNE RECLINERS AND SOFAS WITH CODE FLYER10.

COMFORT, QUALITY, AND BRITISH CRAFTSMANSHIP
AT UNBEATABLE PRICES.

OFFER ENDS 31ST JULY.
TERMS APPLY.

01404 549992 • WWW.BEDEXPERT.CO.UK
115 HIGH STREET HONITON
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An award-winning 17-acre vineyard
and restaurant destination just

outside Honiton, recently under new
family ownership.

Explore our vineyard, orchards, play
park and kitchen garden. Enjoy

seasonal food & drink in the
restaurant or walled garden. Join one

of our experiences - Forest school
sessions, Farm & Vineyard tours,
creative classes and much, much

more. Or, unwind with a stay in our
beautiful 12-bedroom eco

farmhouse. We look forward to
welcoming you soon.

To find out more visit: 
heron-farm.co.uk
Opening Times

Breakfast & Lunch - Friday to Monday
9am-4pm

Evening Dining - Friday & Saturday
Nr Honiton, Devon, EX14 3NZ
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A  N E W C H A PT E R  B EG I N S 
AT H E RO N  FA R M
This summer marks the beginning of a new 
chapter at Heron Farm near Honiton, as local 
family owners Nikki and Toby Gallagher 
step into custodianship of the much-loved 
vineyard, restaurant and events destination.

Building on Heron Farm's established 
reputation, the couple are evolving the 
offering with a renewed focus on seasonal 
food, vineyard experiences, curated events 
and relaxed stays in the Devon countryside. 
Their vision is simple: to create a place 
where people can eat, explore and restore, 
while celebrating the exceptional produce, 
people and landscape of the South West.

A key part of the next phase is the 
appointment of Chef Simon Payne, who 
joins Heron Farm to lead the kitchen 
alongside Head Chef Dalton and the existing 
team.

Simon brings more than 15 years of 
experience, including five years working 
under Sam Harris at the acclaimed Italian 
restaurant Zucca in Bermondsey. More 
recently, he led the kitchen at celebrated 
Dorset restaurant The Parlour in Long Bredy, 
earning a loyal following for his produce-led 
cooking and generous, flavourful dishes.

At Heron Farm, Simon's menus will be 
shaped by the seasons and the surrounding 
landscape, drawing inspiration from the 
kitchen garden, vineyard and the abundance 

of Devon's coastline and countryside. His 
arrival marks an exciting step forward for the 
farm's food offering, with a focus on simple, 
delicious cooking that lets exceptional 
ingredients speak for themselves.

The summer programme will see the launch 
of new Wood-Fired Nights every Friday 
evening in the farm's walled garden, alongside 
vineyard tours, creative classes, Forest School 
sessions and special collaborations, including 
an Evening with Mark Hix on 31 July. The 
venue is also available for private hire, and the 
couple hope to launch a renovated wellbeing 
studio later this year.

"We feel incredibly fortunate to be taking 
on the stewardship of Heron Farm," says 
Nikki. "There's something very special about 
this place and we're excited to build on 
everything that's already here. Simon's arrival 
is a huge part of that vision. His cooking 
perfectly reflects what we want Heron Farm 
to be about – exceptional produce, relaxed 
hospitality and memorable experiences 
rooted in the South West."

As Heron Farm enters this new era, the focus 
remains firmly on creating a welcoming 
destination where visitors can gather around 
great food, connect with nature and enjoy 
the best of Devon life. There's plenty more to 
come so follow along @heron_farm Photo credit to @mctphotographyuk 

Photo credit to @mctphotographyuk 
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Open Tuesday - Sunday from 12pm

Award winning freshly cooked food using 
local produce and even some of our home 
grown fruit and vegetables. 

Food service times; 12-3pm & 5-8.30pm 
Tuesday to Saturday & Sunday 12pm-4pm

www.facebook.com/TheDreweArms

@thedrewearms
01404 841267

www.drewearmsinn.co.uk 

The Drewe Arms  |  Broadhembury  |  Honiton  |  Devon  |  EX14 3NF

The Drewe Arms

Rob, Nat, Rebecca, Austin and 
their team are looking forward 
to welcoming you to The Drewe 
Arms!

The Drewe is a 16th Century 
building, with all its beautiful 
and quirky features you would 
expect to find in a pub of  its age. 
It is nestled in the Blackdown 
Hills, an area of  outstanding 

natural beauty. The village itself  
is a beautiful chocolate box 
village vibrant with a wonderful 
friendly atmosphere.

Whether you choose to settle 
in by the wood-burning stove, 
which casts a gentle warm 
bonhomie to all or, if  the 
weather is kind, out into the 
expansive garden where the 

patio and grassed areas sport 
chunky tables and benches, you 
are sure to find a spot to relax 
and enjoy the occasion.

Join us this summer for quiz, 
game nights & curry 
evenings. Enjoy our new 
seasonal menu and keep an 
eye on our social media for 
upcoming events.

62 New Street, Honiton EX14 1BZ 
Please call for an appointment on 01404 42750
or book via our website www.newstreetvets.co.uk

Your local vets

Food, Drinks & Summer at The Drewe ArmsFood, Drinks & Summer at The Drewe Arms
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Serving Honiton and the wider Devon area, Drain 
Wizard is a trusted, family-run business with 
over 20 years’ experience in clean water 
supply and drainage services. From blocked 
drains and CCTV surveys to mains water 
repairs and septic tank maintenance, our fully 
qualified team delivers efficient, professional 
results every time.

We’re proud to offer 24-hour local call-outs with no 
call-out fees and fixed, transparent pricing across 
the region. All our work is guaranteed and carried 
out to the highest safety and industry standards.

As WRAS Approved, SafeContractor and a 
Constructionline Accredited member, we 
ensure every job meets the required level of 
professionalism and care.

For courteous, reliable service you can depend on, 
contact Drain Wizard today - your local specialists 
in water and drainage solutions across Honiton and 
surrounding Devon areas.

• Blockages  & Jetting
• CCTV Surveys
• Repairs & Lining
• Drain tracing
• Pitch fibre reforming 

• Pipe bursting
• Septic tank installation
• treatment plant installation 
• Soakaway problems
• Water leak detection

• Water leak repairs 
• Moling 
• Renewals
• Patio, driveway cleaning
• Decking cleaning

Tel: 01392 461670 / 01404 602016 Mob: 07834 712345
Email: info@drainwizard.co.uk Website: www.drainwizard.co.uk

Drainage & Water Main Solutions

2004

2024

Thank you for your support

CALL US ON: 01460 63320
info@caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk
www.caravanmotorhomesolutions.co.uk
Littlecombe Garage, Touches Lane, Chaffcombe Rd, Chard, Somerset, TA2O 1RR

MOTORHOME
HABATITION CHECKS

CARAVAN
SERVICING

ACCIDENT
REPAIRS

MOTORHOME
VEHICLE SERVICES

MOTORHOME
& CARAVAN
INSURANCE REPAIRS

SOLAR PANELS
& LEISURE BATTERIES

VALETING

INSURANCE APPROVED
BODY SHOP

SHOWER TRAY
& SINK REPAIRS
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THE END OF AN ERA:THE END OF AN ERA:
Honiton's Lost Family BusinessesHoniton's Lost Family Businesses

With the recent closure of C H Bakers & Sons the town has lost, one of if not, the last of its 
long run family businesses. Opened in the 1930s this independent, third generation butcher’s 
shop had operated in the town for almost a century before its sudden shut down in early April. 
However, there have been a flood of such local establishments to go due to changing times and 

the ever more encroachment of online shopping. Here a few examples of both old, and more 
recent long-term local businesses that have sadly also gone the way of the dodo. 

A. Dimond & Co.A. Dimond & Co.

The origins of this prominent printing and 
stationery shop trace back to Robert Dimond, 

who established the firm in 1888. Born into 
severe poverty in 1848, Robert lost his father 

at a young age and had to work as a child 
basket maker to help his widowed mother 

support the household. He later managed to 
secure a printing apprenticeship under John 

Knight—a local printer whom Robert's mother 
had previously served as a domestic maid—
and eventually succeeded Knight in running 

the High Street business.  

Following Robert’s passing in 1902, his widow 
Eliza took the reins, and the business—
officially named ‘Dimond & Co.’ by the 

1920s—remained in the family for generations 
until its High Street store went into voluntary 

liquidation in December 2020. 

C. Harding & SonsC. Harding & Sons

Though later known by the Harding name, this 
enterprise actually began in the early 1800s 
under drapers Nathaniel and John Read. By 
the 1870s, John’s sons were operating two 
adjacent drapery shops on the High Street, 
one of which was eventually turned over to 

Charles Harding, a young man from a farming 
background.  

Under Harding's leadership, the business 
flourished, employing multiple assistants and 

transitioning into ‘Charles Harding & Sons’ 
by the early 1900s. The firm expanded into 
a major retail and wholesale hub handling 
tailoring, millinery, and clothing. His sons, 
Frank and Percy, later took over different 
branches of the trade; by the outbreak of 

World War II, Frank’s operation had expanded 
across three storefronts, occupying the 

spaces where modern retailers like Boots and 
Specsavers stand today. The family's long-

standing retail presence drew to a close when 
the brothers retired in the 1960s.  

Miller & Lilley Miller & Lilley 

Formed in the mid-1870s as a partnership 
between Walter Miller and Henry Eaden Lilley, 
this New Street company grew into one of the 
town's largest commercial operations. They 

initially focused on manufacturing bricks and 
tiles alongside selling agricultural supplies, 

but they quickly capitalized on the expanding 
railway network. By the end of the Victorian 

era, they had set up depots at several regional 
train stations and added coal, timber, and 
slate delivery to their extensive inventory.  

Henry's son, Henry Herbert (H.H.) Lilley, 
assumed leadership in 1903 and oversaw the 
company’s transition to a public limited firm 
in the 1930s, around the time brickmaking 

ceased. Renowned as the largest commercial 
presence at the Honiton railway station, the 

business operated for nearly a century before 
merging with Bradfords in the 1980s.

by Terry Darrant

HOPSON
BLINDS LTD

Manufacturers

01297 33488 sales@hopsonblindsltd.co.uk
Unit 20, Hunthay Business Park, Axminster EX13 5RJ

WWW.HOPSONBLINDSLTD.CO.UK
   

FOR VERTICAL, VENETIAN, ROLLER,
CONSERVATORY BLINDS & PERFECT FITS

CALL US 01404 47052
104 HIGH STREET HONITON EX14 1JW
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The

Flyer

SCM
GARAGE DOORS

Tel: 07902 501114  Email: simon@scmgaragedoors.com 
SCM garage doors  Website: www.scmgaragedoors.com

We are a local,
family-run business installing,

repairing and maintaining all types of
garage doors & window shutters. 

If you want to make your garage more secure, or want a way to improve the value and look of your 
property then have a new garage door installed by our professional team.

10 year guarantee on new installations  - Free site survey & quotes

APPROVED INSTALLER

A fantastic installation of our new garador garage door. A problem free process from start
to finish from Simon and his team. We are delighted with our new garage door

and thoroughly recommend SCM Garage Doors.

Happy and 
supported in 
your home

•   Home Care
•   Personal Care
•   Community Access
•   Dementia Care
•   Palliative Care
•   Complex Care Support
•   Live-in Care

Call us today
01395 264767 www.riverexehealthcare.co.uk   

We are a family-run 
business, committed 
to providing care of 
the highest quality 
with compassion and 
kindness.

River Exe

East Devon business
providing residential
& commercial services

Weed control on hard services

Moss & algae control on hard 
surfaces

Lawn treatments

Paddock treatments

Japanese knotweed control

01404 891 444
carl@completeweedcontrol.co.uk
www.completeweedcontrol.co.uk

WE HOPE THAT YOU HAVE ENJOYED READING THE HONITON FLYER?

SO, WHY NOT ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE?

We use Royal Mail for distribution throughout the whole of the EX14 
postcode, that is over 11,400 addresses – and at least 11,400 potential 

customers!
Our next edition is “Autumn 2026”.

Distribution will be week commencing Monday 21st September.
Booking deadline 21st August.                                                               

Please call Nick on 07852 484419
or email theflyerpublications@gmail.com
FREE DESIGN OF YOUR ADVERT!

DON’T WASTE YOUR ADVERTISING 
BUDGET ELSEWHERE, SPEND IT WISELY

IN THE HONITON FLYER!
www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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0800 077 4085
crl.co.uk/otter-lodge
otter.lodge@crl.co.uk

RSVP TODAY   

Your lifestyle • Your choice

Churchill
Living

HONITON  Otter Lodge
Silver Street, Devon  EX14 1FD

Open Monday - Friday, 10am - 5pm 
and Saturday, 10am - 4.30pm

No appointment needed - just pop in!

Rated Excellent† on Trustpilot
†Trustpilot rating at time of going to print. 

QUALITY COMES AS STANDARD
 Lodge Manager
 Guest Suite
 Owners’ Lounge

 24-Hour Careline Support
  Landscaped Gardens
 Free Parking

means peace of mind for you and your family

With a Churchill apartment, you’ll never have to worry about 
the safety of  your property again. Whether it’s one night 
away, or a week abroad, your apartment will always be 
safe and secure. Just lock up and leave without the 
worry, so you can enjoy your lifestyle, your way.

Join our

PICNIC
ON THE

PATIO
Thursday 20th

August 
2pm - 4pm

RETIREMENT APARTMENTS TO BUY OR RENT, EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE OVER 60s

AUCTION OF COLLECTABLES HELD ON THE MONDAY AT 10AM
CONTACT KIVELLS TEL: 01392 251261  WWW.KIVELLS.COM

TEL: 07929 534277
www.honitonhillrally.co.uk

ADULTS - £15  CHILDREN (5-16YRS) - £6
CHILDREN UNDER 5YRS - FREE

(When accompanied by a paying adult)

WORKING DEMONSTRATIONS • TRACTORS • STEAM ENGINES
CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT • FACE PAINTING • MINI RAILWAY • MODEL TENT

STATIONARY ENGINES • CARS •  MOTORCYCLES • FIRE ENGINES • MILITARY VEHICLES 
COMMERCIALS • WORKING HORSES • HEAVY HORSE VILLAGE • SILAGE / GRASS DISPLAY

COMBINING DISPLAY • FAIR • ARTS & CRAFTS • RURAL CRAFTS • TRADE STANDS

DISCOUNTS ON TICKETS PURCHASED ONLINE BEFORE THE WEEKEND OF THE SHOW!

TRACTOR PULLING
THE ROCKETS (MOTORCYCLE TEAM)

LIVE MUSIC & LICENSED BAR

AUGUST BANK

HOLIDAY WEEKEND

SUNDAY & MONDAY

SM
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A
RPE A
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N
 EX14 9RF

34 35Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk34 35



Your home for
KITCHENS &
BATHROOMS

Visit our showroom and speak to our 
kitchen & bathroom specialists, who 
can help you create your dream space. 

Heath Trade Park Honiton 
EX14 1DS 01404 41242

TRADE  
& PUBLIC
WELCOME


