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TO-AN- FRO

CAR *VAN * TRUCK * MINIBUS HIRE
Your Journey, your way - reliable vehicles at the right price!
Orchard House, Duchy Road, Heathpark Ind Estate, Honiton, EX14 1YD

Calluson: 01404 44900 www.toanfro.co.uk




Well, our photographer struck lucky
on Honiton Carnival night, taking a
photo of the winning float - Sid Vale
with Havana Nights, which features
on our front cover for Winter 2025

Here is a summary of main results from
Carnival Secretary Karen Wilson:

. email honitoncarnival@gmail.com
\ /V 1) A‘ Best Overall Entry: HAVANA NIGHTS by

Sid Vale CC stole the show with its electrifying

S O LI C ITO R S choreography, music, and costumes.
Y O l | R | O ( A | Best Local Float: INTERGALACTIC CIRCUS by
Next Generation JCC wowed with its futuristic theme

and lighting.

L E G A L EX p E RT S Best Comic Float: DON'T FLY WITH US by
Nunsford Nutters CC brought laughter and won the
Royalty Award.

| N |_| O N |—|_O N Best Under 16s Float: RODEO RASCALS
by Ist Colyton Brownies led the Under-16s category.
Other news: On Page 12 we have details from The British Legion of the

2 Remembrance Events in November: Looking ahead to 2026, find details of “Feast of Fiddlers” at The

Our services: Beehive on 28 February, on Page 18, and other events at The Beehive on Page 19.

. Find our useful maps of Honiton and surrounding area on Pages 20 & 21. On Pages 22 & 23, |ocal
Property | Wills [ Trusts & Probate historian Terry Darrant investigates the phenomenon of the high number of centenarians we have seen in
Famlly & Children | thlgatIOﬂ Honiton! One remarkable lady — Edith Calvert — lived to the remarkable age of | || years!

; : ; ; Honiton Lions have another update of their fundraising successes on Page 26. On Page 28, local

Financial Plannlng Services musician “Yvonne” tells us about her musical experiences during 2025.The Friends of Honiton Station

Lasting Power of Attomey bring us good news of improvement in the local rail services, on Page 30. Then, Honiton “University of
The Third Age” have a great article of their events for 2026, on Page 32.

Employment | Mortgages

Company & Commercial

On Page 34 Honiton Town Council have provided us their report on the Christmas Lights event on
Saturday 15th November:

We have a great selection of advertisers in this edition, offering a huge variety of products and services. |
hope that you will give them a try, when you next need their products or services.

And a big “thank you” to all our contributors who write the articles, and help make

The Manor House The Honiton Flyer such a success!

High Street
Honiton
EX14 1DJ

With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year,

M gw% EDITOR. Friday 2| November 2025 “ DLEASE LIKE US AND FOLLOW US

Email: honiton@theantiquestourist.com @TheHonitonFlyer

Disclaimer: The Honiton Flyer is published by The Flyer Publications Ltd, The Old Textile Mill, South Street, Crewkerne, TA|8 8AG.
Whilst every effort is made to ensure accuracy, no liability is accepted by the publishers for inaccuracies or omissions in the content of
The Honiton Flyer. This publication is distributed free of charge in the EX14 postcode. If you would like your own free copy, please contact
the publishers at the above address. No content of the publication may be reproduced without the written consent of the publishers.

01404 548050 | lawyer@wbw.co.uk www.wbw.co.uk

Copyright: The Honiton Flyer 2025.

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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. HARTS ORHONITON

Renault and Dacia Service dealers for East Devon

@ AIR CON RE-GAS & SERVICING | @ MOT TESTING
@ FULLY EQUIPPED WORKSHOP
@ SERVICING AND REPAIRS FOR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

NORTHCOTE HILL, HONITON  TEL: 01404 540920
for further details visit our website www.harts-renault.co.uk

The Coastal Boutique

Clothing | Foolwear | Accessories
o.thecoastalboutique.com

62 Iigh St, Honiton

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers

New Street

Your local vets

.

62 New Street, Honiton EX14 1BZ
Please call for an appointment on 01404 42750
or book via our website www.newstreetvets.co.uk

Gluten Fre

/" Gluten-free breads v Tasty pies & pasties / Delicious quiches
/ Classic sausage volls v Indulgent cakes & sweet treats  Celebration cakes

Freshly Baked Every Day in our Honiton Bakery
P F “VP; 1 > ; Z

Open: Tue-Fri: 7:30am - 4:00pm Sat: 7:30am - 2:30pm Mon & Sun: Closed
Visit our bakery 70 High Street, Honiton EX14 1PD

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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ZBN TAYLOR
&5 SRS

YOUR LOCAL
PRINT SPECIALISTS

Signage, Vehicle Graphics,

JAMIE TAYLOR
VEHICLE BODY REPAIR

« ACCIDENT DAMAGE
« INSURANCE CLAIMS
- BUMPER SCUFFS
« DENTS & SCRATCHES

Print, Design and more...

10% OFF WHEN USING CODE: TS100 10% OFF WHEN USING CODE: JTVBR100

01404 47956 | 01404 42740

‘WWW-taylors‘ ignssw.com OEpO] www.jamietaylorvehiclerepairs.co.uk
info@taylorsignssw.com F‘ . admin@jtvbr.co.uk :
[O]14

-

DRAKES PLUMBING & HEATING SW

DOMESTIC PLUMBING - BATHROOMS - G3 UNVENTED CYLINDERS
GAS SAFE - BOILER SERVICING < CENTRAL HEATING
LANDLORD SAFETY CHECKS < BATHROOM & KITCHEN DESIGN

AVAILABLE FOR EMERGENCY CALL OUTS

ssssssss

Recommended Trader on Our Local Expert IFrigdclgl;:)ok &t @ M

Free probate valuations
Trusted by local solicitors
A caring, sympathetic service
Professional support you can rely on

n Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk




Unit |2, East Devon Business Park, A35, Honiton EX14 9RL

THE DREWE ARMS

Rob, Nat, Rebecca, Austin and their team are looking

forward to welcoming you to The Drewe Arms!
MOT S=RVICING

The Drewe is a 16th Century building, with all its
beautiful and quirky features you would expect to
find in a pub of its age. It is nestled in the Blackdown
Hills, an area of outstanding natural beauty. The
village itself is a beautiful chocolate box village
vibrant with a wonderful friendly atmosphere.

RELIABLE -

EFFICIENT * TRUSTWORTHY

BOOK YOUR AND
WINTER HEALTH CHECK

Battery Health Check, Tyre Pressure Checks, Bulb & Wiper Blade Checks

Whether you choose to settle in by the wood-burning Vil e ;

stove, which casts a gentle warm bonhomie to all or, _ g ' INDEPENDENT GARAGE COVERING
if the weather is kind, out into the expansive garden | L : WILMINGTON, HONITON & SURROUNDING AREA
where the patio and grassed areas sport chunky :

tables and benches, you are sure to find a spot to
relax and enjoy the occasion.

: + Fast & Efficient
Join us for festive events, game nights and our - - aR v : :
popular quiz and curry evenings throughout the il - W g U ra v Reasonably Priced .
winter. Book now for Christmas meals and follow = N g
our social media channels for more information.

5 Open Tuesday - Sunday from 12pm

Award winning freshly cooked food using
local produce and even some of our home
grown fruit and vegetables.

CHIROPRACTIC

\ HONITON
g

3

5 | CLiNiC

Food service times; 12-3pm & 5-8.30pm

THE DREWE ARMS Tuesday to Saturday & Sunday 12pm-4pm
01404 841267 f www.facebook.com/TheDreweArms

www.drewearmsinn.co.uk @thedrewearms

Delivering outstanding chiropractic care to
help alleviate pain, improve functionality and movement

Appointments also available for soft tissue massage
with our lovely therapists at the clinic.

Austin Wells-Burr MChiro DC LRCC

Sasha Moores MChiro DC LRCC Tel: 01404 549270
Elle Willis mchiro 191-193 High Street, Honiton EX14 1LQ

The Drewe Arms | Broadhembury | Honiton | Devon | EX14 3NF for more information visit us online at: www.honitonchiropracticclinic.co.uk

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk



LOCKSMITIS
KEY CUTTING
SHOE REPAITRS
DRY CLEANING
HARDWARE

ANG MO

Honiton Hardware is the new name for Roberts of Honiton, Many of you
will already know me (Mark) | will still be running the shop in Honiton now
independently and Dean is focusing solely on Roberts in Ottery St Mary.

We still offer the same services Key Cutting, Shoe Repairs, Dry Cleaning,
Locksmithing on site and in store, General Hardware and cleaning products too!

We are the
Cheapest
Dry Cleaning
Service on
Honiton
High Street

- Agents for Wessex
cleaners dry
cleaning laundry

Over 80 colours of
Crown Paints

Honlton s new stocklst of
Frenchic Paints

LOCKSMITH
SERVICES ”

Call us: 01404 47052 Visit us: 104 High Street, Honiton, EX14 1 JW

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers
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In our third year, ‘4 You From Me' proudly
serves an array of morning delights paired
with exceptional coffees, tempting light
lunches featuring homemade soup, and

a mouthwatering selection of homemade
cakes, sweet and savory scones.
Openallidayat

A CF

56, Ihe High StreetHoniton:

4lyoufrommeisiacharming gift
andicoffee shoponHoniton:s
High Street.

Celebrating our third year on Honiton's
High Street, '4 You From Me' continues

to be a charming gift and coffee haven.
Established by owners Simon and Alistair,
this independent retail gem offers a
delightful array of gifts, furnishing pieces,
and irresistible impulse buys.

Having fulfilled their dream of opening a
unique gift and coffee shop, Simon and
Alistair invite you to explore our innovative
and stylish gift ideas for all occasions.
Whether you want to express gratitude,
reward, impress, congratulate, or
entice, we have the perfect selection
for you. Choose your gift, your card,
and the wrapping paper, and let us

take care of the wrapping while you
savor a cup of our amazing coffee

and treat yourself to homemade cake
or a light lunch.

‘ , GIFTS, COFFEE & MORE

Unique gifts, homewares and
coffee in Honiton, Devon

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk




HONITON REMEMBERENCE

On Sunday 9" November

Honiton remembered after a
hastily unscheduled change
to the normal service. More

than 450+ were squeezed
into St. Paul's Church, to

remember those who paid

the ultimate sacrifice.

The foul weather sadly

postponed laying wreaths

at the war memorial and
instead were laid at the

church altar. As always, the

youth groups of the town

were well represented in the
congregation, along with
many Veterans, Dignitaries
and members of the public.
Our thanks goes out to the
Clergy of St. Paul's Church
who let us in with only a few
hours notice.

But on the morning of
Tuesday 11th November
Honiton returned to
remember at the war
Memorial in Honiton for a
short act of remembrance.

Some 20 businesses took
part in a Remembrance
Shop window competition
which was won by
Brainwave in Lace Walk.
With the Devon Air
Ambulance in second place
and Roger Hemming Estate
Agents in third place.

The Royal British Legion
has lots planned in 2026
so follow us on Facebook
at @Royal British Legion
Honiton

SWEET BUILDING CONTRACTORS LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS

EXTENSION SPECIALISTS

HARD LANDSCAPING

Sweet Building Contractors Ltd is
proudly, independently owned and
directed by Gary Sweet.

With over 35 years of building experience
Gary Sweet and his team are able to
expertly undertake all general building
and construction work; specialising in
extensions, they also undertake hard
landscaping work, offering a tailored and
hands on approach for all customers
needs and timelines.

Sweet Building Contractors Ltd is strongly
focused on continuing professional
knowledge and development; with this

in mind Gary and his team are excited

to announce they are now able to offer
additional services. The team are now
certified to install Sika single ply rubber
roof with welded joints (for any flat roof)
with a 15 year material guarantee, with a
life time expectancy of 35-40 years. These
new additional services compliment the

current business set up well.

Gary has hand picked and recruited an
experienced team of support staff that
includes builders, electricians, carpenters
and plumbers, offering a first class
service. Importantly Gary still maintains

a very hands on approach alongside his
team.

This is coupled with an efficient office
team that is there to support the customer
from start to finish of their build project.

Phone: 07734 112321

Email: gsweet2473@hotmail.co.uk

e~

SCM

GARAGE DOORS

If you want to make your garage more secure, or want a way to improve the value and look of your
property then have a new garage door installed by our professional team.

10 year guarantee on new installations - Free site survey & quotes

A fantastic installation of our new garador garage door. A problem free process from start
to finish from Simon and his team. We are delighted with our new garage door
and thoroughly recommend SCM Garage Doors.

f SCM garage doors

Tel: 07902 501114 Email: simon@scmgaragedoors.com
Website: www.scmgaragedoors.com

Find us on:
facebook.

We are a local,

family-run business installing,
repairing and maintaining all types of
garage doors & window shutters.

GARADOR

d APPROVED INSTALLER

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk



+ Hearing Aid Consultations
+ Hearing Aid Repairs
+ Earwax Removal

+ Tinnitus Assistance
+ Hearing Tests

» Speech Mapping

Calluson 01404 47070 to discuss your requirements with one of our team members

m

Passionate about care

Located in Chard and working in the surrounding areas ‘Lily Caring Angels’
primary goal is to enable clients to remain as independent as possible whilst
being supported at home with utmost dignity, respect,
privacy and with confidentiality.

Services available include
- Live in Care (both short and long term)
- Out of hospital care, at home - End of life care
-Wakeful or sleep in night care - Respite care
- Personal hygiene and assistance with getting up and going to bed

Housekeeping services included
Laundry, meal preparation, cleaning

For any additional information or to arrange a free assessment at your home
Please call 01460 929090 Email: admin@lilycaringangels.com
website: www.lilycaringangels.com

FO°HONITON HEARING CENTRE

Independent Hearing Professionals Since 1999

Did You Know?
Hearing loss is the third
most common long-term
health condition.

Our team continues to provide our
customers with excellent services for all
types of hearing related issues.

Need your hearing aid repaired?
We offer warranted repairs to all makes
and models of private hearing aids.

Make an appointment onlinevia www.honiton-hearing.co.uk

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers

www.eastlambrook.com
East Lambrook, South Petherton, TAT35HH ‘@Y

wdrops
Save the date: East Lambrook Manor (South
Petherton) will be staging its popular Snowdrop
Festival once again this coming February.There
will be over 100 varieties on display. Although
planted throughout the garden, the highlight will
be the famous “Ditch” with it’s blanket of rare and |
unusual snowdrops making a heartwarming display
in the depths of winter.

L] East Lambrook
&¢ Manor Garden

The on-site nursery will also feature a display
border and will have a wide variety of both
Snowdrops and Hellebores (Christmas Rose) for
sale.Visit the café for a hot drink and piece of cake
while warming yourself by the log stove, or cross

tival of SnOWd rops ::ﬁ; r;c;idatﬁoih;:ae}i‘ghbouring Rose and Crown
February 2026

Garden Nursery and Café open |0am till 5pm

children under 16 free. Visit

See website for details www.eastlambrook.com for full details.

™, MR . TR W n ******
) Pphotos courtesy of James Ingram
5 A 22

axe

Eco friendly disposal

. COMPLETE
@ WEED CONTROL

local help from a national company

vices

East Devon business
providing residential
& commercial services

Weed control on hard services

Moss & algae control on hard
surfaces

Fast and efficient
Transparent pricing

Lawn treatments

Wednesday to Sunday. Admission £8.50 for adults, " ;

Are you tired of staring at that pile of
mess taking up space in your home or
office? Our removal services can help you
reclaim space with minimal effort.

Paddock treatments

Japanese knotweed control

01404 891 444
carlecompleteweedcontrol.co.uk
www.completeweedcontrol.co.uk

01297 32470 | skips@axeskiphire.co.uk
WWW.AXESKIPHIRE.CO.UK

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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GET IT DONE, GET THE GORILLA TEAM IN!

YOUR LOCAL
FENCING EXPERTS

FENCE IT &
FORGET IT

From posts and rails to full height boundary fences that provide <
privacy and security. Fit for purpose. Do it once, do it right.

THE GORILLA APPROACH TO
FOOL-PROOF FENCES:

Gorilla will visit your site to:

o carefully measure, take photographs
identify obstacles or obstructions, check the
ground, establish a fence plan
agree the exact position for your fence
make sure you get the very hest value fence
for your situation

We can speak with neighbours if you would like us
to as well so they know to expect us there.
A written quote will be provided for every fence.

On acceptance, we agree the dates and schedule
itin so we get the job done for you.

A FEWTHINGS TO CONSIDER

Safety and Security - Pets, children and the
security of your property during all fencing works
is considered. We have specific job management
plans to minimise identified risks.

COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND, GUARANTEED v

Gorilla fences come with a minimum 24-month
materials and workmanship guarantee. Timberis a
natural material. It doesn’t always behave as expected.
Should anything go wrong, a panel, board, post or rail
need replacing, a quick call will have it sorted for you.

No cost, no hassle and certainly no problem.

We GUARANTEE every Gorilla fence is there
tolast - GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

for your FREE on-site no obligation Gorilla quote!

All backed hy the Gorilla ‘No worries’ guarantee of 1007 satisfaction

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers

FROM ROOF TOP TO ROAD SIDE — SORTED'
YOUR EXPERTTEAM 1

THE HARD '_ >
LANDSCAPE " *

& FENCING %““‘*
SPECIALIST -

We create stunning gardens that
[ast a lifetime — and we can
maintain them too, so when
we build them — we build to LAST

S RIS
Luxurious landscapes (2
Fences and decks perfected &

e Landscaping & patio builds

e Fences huilt

o Stump grinding

* Turfing specialists

® Drive, patios or paths cleaned
e Leaf clearup

¢ Hedges trimmed

e Garden cleared

* Roof cleaned & treated

GO ON, GET THE GORILLAS IN!

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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Live at The Beehive, Honiton
- Saturday 28 February 2026

Feast of Fiddles set out on their
31st Annual Tour in 2026, bringing
their powerhouse live show to The
Beehive in Honiton on Saturday
28 February.

What began as a one-off

special concert in Nettlebed

on Valentine’s Day 1994 has
grown into a much-loved annual
tradition. Thirty-one years later,
Feast of Fiddles continue to
delight audiences with their
trademark mix of virtuoso
musicianship, infectious energy,
and good humour.

This unique band of friends puts
on a show of huge dynamic range
- from gentle, haunting melodies
to full-throttle folk-rock anthems -
performed with passion and joy.

This year’s line-up features an
extraordinary gathering of
talent: Phil Beer (Show of Hands),
Garry Blakeley (Band of Two),
Marion Fleetwood (Trad Arr,
Sandy Denny Project), Mark Jolley
(Banter), Tom Leary (Joe Brown),
Simon Swarbrick (Merry Hell),
and legendary drummer Dave
Mattacks, along with long-time
members Hugh Crabtree, Martin
Vincent and Dave Harding.

“We've had a sad year following
the tragic death of Ian Cutler

in June and the retirement of
Brian McNeill at the end of the
Spring Tour. But, we go on!” says
founding member Hugh Crabtree,
who first brought the band
together back in 1994. “Mark
Jolley, who covered for Ian two
years ago, has joined the band
and an ever-reliable alumnus -
Phil Beer - will also join us for

e

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER
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most of the tour.”

Described by BBC Radio 2’s Mark
Radcliffe as “Britain’s fiddling
supergroup”, Feast of Fiddles
promise an unforgettable night
of live music that’s guaranteed to
convert even the most reluctant
listener.

Tickets and info:
www.beehivehoniton.co.uk

Find out more:
www.feastoffiddles.co.uk

R

when contacting our advertisers

THE BEEHIVE HONITON
H TICKETS £22

A FANTASTIC NIGHT OF HENDRIX, CLAPTON & BRE.ﬁM
FEATURING SOME OF THE UK'S FINEST MUSICIANS!

FRIDAY 16™ JANUARY 2026 | 8PM

Box Office

01404 384050

www beehlvehonlton co. uk

Plant Services

We are a small family run business that specialise in affordable hire
of plant machinery, concrete crushers and garden-care equipment.

We have a wide range of equipment available for self-drive hire including;

excavators, dumpers, rollers, wood chippers, telehandlers,
cherry pickers & crushers. As well as a range of smaller items.

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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4You From Me Ltd

Antiques Bazaar

Axe Skip Hire Ltd

Blackbury Honey Farm

C Plant Services

Curt Willis Motors

East Lambrook Manor Gardens
Everys Solicitors

9. Faraday Stoves

10. First Light Home Improvements
I'l. Harts of Honition
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[2. Honiton Chiropractic Clinic

3. Honiton Eye Clinic

[4. Honiton Hardware

5. Honiton Hearing Centre

[6. House of Hair

|7. Jamie Taylor Vehicle Body
Repairs

18. Lace Lingerie

[9. M &R MOT Services

20. MKM Building Supplies

21. MST Auctioneers
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New Street Vets

Ottery Office & Computers
Parnell Coaches of Honiton
Roger Hemming Estate Agents
Taylor Signs

The Beehive

The Coastal Boutique

The Drewe Arms

Tilleys Gluten Free Bakery
TO-AN-FRO Vehicle Hire
WBW Solicitors

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers
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MOBILE SERVICES:

* Beehive Care & Training Group .
» Complete Weed Control .

* Drain Wizard Ltd

* Drakes Plumbing & Heating SW

* Gorilla Grounds Gardens LTD °
* Kode Designs J

Lily Caring Angels

Luke Spiller Construction

River Exe Healthcare

SCM Garage Doors

Sweet Building Contractors Ltd

PLEASE LIKE US AND FOLLOW US

@TheHonitonFlyer

THE FREE AREA GUIDE ABOUT HONITON FOR HONITON

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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Longevlty in Honiton

Death, apart from taxes, is the only
guarantee in life. Today the average
life expectancy in the UK is 82,
which many of us will be ]uckv
enough to reach; a few less will be
luckler and go beyond that age,
however, very few of us will see our
centenary. At the time of writing,
according to oldestinbriatin.org, the
oldest person in the country, and in
fact the world, is super-centenarian
Ethel Caterham, aged 116 and,
perhaps more interestingly, the
07th is a 107-year-old resident of
Honiton.

Over the past few centuries, one
would have had a ‘good innings’
to reach their 70s, some made
octogenarians and once or twice in

who died aaed 105 years.

‘5“’!5’(;:'4’!?:-{'-( e bR .

a generation a fortunate individual
would reach their 90s. Whilst

more common in modern times to
become a nonagenarian, it is still a
great rarity, even today, to get your
telegram from the King, but going
back in time there were people, in
Honiton and the surrounding area,
who outwitted the Grim Reape1 for
a lot longer than most.

Perhaps the most famous and
oldest example of these is Thomas
Marwood; physician to both
Elizabeth I and James I. He
travelled to settle in Devon at the
age of eighty, marrying his second
and third wives at the respective
ages of 87 and 94. It was his son
who built Marwood House and

he died in 1617, at Honiton, at

the grand old age of 105. Only

a few decades later, in 1653, a
certain John Hill was listed in the
parish records as “aged 103 or
thereabouts”! Whilst a Peter Pearce
left this world aged 99 in 1695, the
next Honiton centenarian was not
to be seen again until 1788 when
local man John Hussey passed. The
next such example in the town was
not until 1867 when Charlotte Pike
died aged 104. Longevities such as
these were so rare at the time that
the clerk actually made a point

of writing their age in the register
when only the date of burial and
name were usually required.

Obviously, such long lives were even
rarer in the smaller communities of

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers
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V[rs Wczr) Sprague
who died aged 102 years
. :
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the surrounding villages, but there
were still some notable individuals.

Elizabeth Mitchell of Gittisham
reached her centenary in 1830,
and only a year later Buckerell
put to rest Ann Marks who was an
amazing 106. Mrs Marks” age was
so unprecedented that the vicar
not only re-wrote the age in words
on the ledger but also added the
comment “leaving more than 100
descendants”.

Moving on into the twentieth
century we come to Mary Sprague
whose age, at the time, made her
a local celebrity. She appeared on
national newsreels, whilst being
visited by the Mayor, Juanita
Phillips, on her 101st birthday.

Her secret to longevity was, as

O L S SR ) P
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rise and no “faddy” feelings”. A

following year aged 102, being

have lived in the district within
living memory”.

The last and perhaps most

_I records for the town for a few

months between 2004 and 2005.
After losing her husbhand, in the
1960s, she moved to Honiton, from
Northern Ireland, where she passed
away on 13th January 2005 aged

111 at which time she was the

oldest living person in England,

having held the title since June
2004.

So is it genes or regimes that give
one the potential to reach an age
that Methuselah would be envious
of? Presumably all you can do is
either go for a jog, and knock that
extra glass of wine on the head, or

she put it, “early to bed, early to

native of Kilmington, Mrs Sprague
reminisced how she had walked the
25 miles from the village to Exeter
to celebrate the taking of Sevastopol
during the Crimean War in 1855.
She passed away, in the town, the

noted as “the only centenarian to

astonishing was that of Devon born
Emily Calvert, whose residency in
Honiton actually broke national

fﬂ(.
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simply cling on to the fact that there

was that second cousin on your

mother’s side who lived to be 96!

Article by Terry Darrant
photos by Allhallows Museum

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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LSC Luke Spiller Construction

Your trusted local builder for quality work and attention to detail

EXTENSIONS & RENOVATIONS - ROOF & DORMER REPAIRS
BRICKLAYING & GARDEN WALLS - CONVERSIONS & GENERAL BUILDING

.1 —

attention to detail and dedication to every project, calling on our trusted network of tradespeople
when needed to keep each job running smoothly.

"Luke recently renovated our roof dormers... He did "Luke converted our old annexe into a garage and has
a great job at a sensible price, always going the extra managed multiple projects for us. He's very reliable
mile!" - Neil Cox, Otterton and always uses good people." - Julia B, Sidford

For any enquiries and no obligation quotations,
please give us a call on 07512 330538 or email Isconstruction28@gmail.com

MSTE

AUCTIONEERS

Hangar 1. Marcus Road
Dunkeswell, EX14 4LB
Tel: 01404 891833

email: info@mstauctioneers.co.uk
Website: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk

easyLive Auction.com

MONTHLY AUCTIONS

of

Antiques, Collectibles, China & Memorabilia
Mid Century, Retro & Vintage Furniture
Commercial & Domestic Catering Equipment
Office Furniture & Equipment, PCs & Printers
Plant, Machinery & Engineering Equipment
Woodworking Equipment &Timber
Commercial Vehicles & Probate Vehicles
Classic Cars & Boats

Insolvency & High Court Enforcement Sales

O
Crown Derby £860 Steinway Grand £6,600  Moorcroft Vases £950 Hardy Motor Boat £10,400 Vanden Plas 1963 £35,500
Asset Valuations  On Site Auctions  Probate Valuations Insolvency Sales

24 Please mentio O O R en conta g our advertise

GARAGE DOORS

QUALITY NEW GARAGE DOORS, REPAIRS AND AUTOMATION

OUR'SHOWROOMIIS/NOW/OPEN!

CALL PETE TODAY TO VISIT OUR BRAND NEW_HONITON SHOWROOM =t
AND VIEW THE SUPERB RANGE OF “GARADOR"” DOORS IN ACTION —¥5

e e e~ —-
a—br B = -

ALL NEW DOGRS, OPERATORS 1N Q
& ORDERS THROUGHOUT 20251 J14U4 4323

FIRST 5

= I i i iy

FIND US AT UNITS, 18 KING ST, HONITON EX 14 1AF

"

. |— =
ErT Closed after Sun 14t December
— Re-opening Wed 4* February

’ﬁ’ Garden tea room
e Cards and gifts

" Honey and hive produce

o Information & courses

We are a dog-free site « Open 10am - 4pm, Wednesday - Sunday
Near to Blackbury Camp, EX24 6JF ¢ www.blackburyfarm.co.uk ¢ 01404 871600

or more Information please ehonito er.co 25



anupoarerroM HONITON LIONS

As Christmas is now near Honiton Lions
have been continuing our charity work
right through the autumn.

We were very proud to offer £1,000
donation to TRIP; which we presented on
21st October, as well as £500 to Operation
Rudolph.

If there are any charities, community
groups in Dunkeswell, that are looking for
funding, we are actively looking for such
proposals as a thank you to the people

of the village for their great support

during our annual raffle which raised over
£2,000. Simply send us a brief letter with

a description of what your group does and
what you would like the monies for and we
will consider it.

Several of us visited Childrens’s Hospice
South West at Little Bridge House on 13th
October and found it an amazing place
that is definitely worth a visit. Afterwards
we all enjoyed lunch at The Castle Inn at
Lankey also well worth a visit if you are in
that part of Devon.

Visit our website for More information www.honitonlions.org.uk/
Faceboook: www.facebook.com/HonitonLionsClub/

=

We are fundraising for Devon in Sight and
Exeter Leukaemia Fund at Tesco, Honiton

on 23rd and 24th December and we would

greatly
appreciate
for any
donations
you can
spare at
this festive
time =

We will be
holding
another
barn dance in the New Year so
keep a look out on our Facebook page and
website for more details.

We are also planning another ‘Mole Day’
so if you or anyone else has one of these
skin blemishes that you’d like to get advice
on all will be welcome: more details to
follow.

As always if you would like to find out
more about Lions Club International and
in particular the Honiton Lions Club please
give president Brian Richards a call on
01404 43738 or 07966 173828 or
brian.richards@honitonlions.org.uk.

Scan the @R code to

find out more...

0 0
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NEW PATIENTS,

THE
HONITON
EYE
CLINIC

As your
we are very excited
to welcome you!

www.honitoneyeclinic.co.uk 01404 43044

THE
HONITON
— EYE 2
B (CLINIC

+ Residential & Commercial Property
+ Family Law

- Inheritance Tax

Whatever your
Iegal needsl « Personal Injury o
talk to EveryS. - Disputes and Claims S’tm

« Wills, Trusts and Probate

» Company & Commercial

« Agricultural/Rural

eve FYS

everys.co.uk

Located across Devon and Somerset, our
solicitors can provide you with expert advice to
guide you through your matter from start to finish.

Call us on 01404 43431
or email law@everys.co.uk

Honiton « Exeter « Exmouth « Seaton - Sidmouth « Tiverton « Taunton « Crewkerne
Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (no. 655338).

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk



| am Sax-Yvonne - | play my saxophone out and about, _
usually Honiton and Sidmouth. I'm sure many of you At
reading this will have heard me, plenty will have stopped

for a chat.

2025 started with a busking fundraiser, in memory of

my brother, Rick, who had Motor Neurone Disease. |

raised money for the MND association. The people of
Honiton were very generous and donated £83. | plan

on doing this again in January 2026. If anyone woul
like to join me, let me know.

| have become a regular busker in Honiton on
Tuesdays, entertaining the market goers and stall
holders, either outside the bed shop, or St Paul's

Church. | love chatting with people in between tunes,

and have formed connections with some of the stall
holders, local people, and workers.

| played in St Paul's Church for their musical thanks.

was great. Such an attentive audience, you could have
heard a pin drop. They all joined in with percussion and

a sing-along at the end. It was a joyful event,
followed by a well earned cream tea.

| have played in a local care home, Sunningdale
House, and a nursing home. These sessions are
transformative. The residents benefit immensely
from the music. It helps reduce anxiety, builds
focus, memory, concentration, mobility, social
interactions, and more. More local care homes
are getting in touch for me to come and play.

| offer three different options, tailored to the
suitability of the setting.

| have performed at private events; birthdays,
anniversaries, in pubs, at outdoor events in East
Devon. | am playing at an art exhibition launch in
Sidmouth in November, and have a couple of local
Christmas bookings. There is always room for
more.

| enjoy playing here and feel a valued part of the
community.

For any booking enquiries, or any comments,
please email

=
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Gift
Vouchers
Available

d
For all your lingerie needs.
We stock a large selection of Brands including Prima Donna, Marie Jo,
Empreinte, Wacoal, Panache, Triumph, Sloggi, Slenderella.

Bras and Briefs Sets, Nightwear, Dressing Gowns, Strapless bras, Sports bras,
Thermal Vests, Swimwear, Mastectomy and lots more.
It ¢

@ T 2T e
We would like to wish all our customers a very merry Chrisim
and a happy and healthy new year.
Christmas & New Year Hours:
Christmas Eve 10:00-1:00 I Christmas Day Closed | Boxing Day Closed

Sat 27 10:00-2:30 | Sun 28" Closed | Mon 29" Closed | Tue 30" 10:30-3:30
Wed 31 10:30-1:00 | Thu I**Closed | Fri 2 Closed | Sat 3™ [0:00-3:00

January Opening (I Jan — 17 Feb):
Closed Mon &Thu I Open Tue—Fri 10:30-2:30 I Sat 10:00-3:00
Normal hours resume from |7 Feb.

Pop in and see what we have treat yourself or your partner.
You can make an appointment for a fitting by calling 01404 42689.

Address: 77 High Street, Honiton Website: www.honitonlingerie.co.uk

contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk



WHAT MAKES A
BETTER RAILWAY?

Here at The Friends of
Honiton Station one things
matters above all: working
with the railway community
to help create a more
successful railway. But that
supposes that everyone
agrees what that looks

like. More frequent trains
obviously, but that counts for
little if they are cancelled or
delayed.

Our friends at the campaign
group Railfuture were

brave enough to suggest
what makes a successful
railway. First and foremost is
reliability. It is ironic that the
reduced timetable introduced
in August has actually been
more reliable, with fewer
delays. When the service
returns to normal, everyone
wants to see the same
reliability maintained.

South Western Railway

has worked hard to ensure
there are enough seats on
our trains. With most now
running with six carriages,
even peak time services are
much improved.

Fares need to be value

for money and simpler to
understand. That said, we all
need to do our bit as well.

The number of times | have
stood behind people queuing
at Honiton to buy a ticket,
and the staff member has
asked if they have a Railcard,
only to hear them say no. Any
local travelling wholly within
Devon and Cornwall can buy
a Railcard that gives them
30% off all journeys after

the morning peak. And there
are a wide range of National
Railcards offering the same
discount. The Senior Card for
older travellers is great value.

Passengers want to see
journey times cut, better links
between trains and buses,
and easier connections when
changing from one train to
another.

Customer service is crucial,
and here is where Honiton
really hits the spot. Customers
expect service to be helpful
and efficient, with staff ready
to go the extra mile to help
passengers. Our staff at
Honiton do that and more.

Nationalisation will soon
bring those responsible for
train and track back together,
meaning the industry will

be structured in a way that
encourages people to work
together, to put the customer
first. But with that comes the
need for renewed investment.
We all know that money is

@

Touch this screen for:

+ Live train times
+ Journey planner
- Station map
- Onward travel info
- Local walking directions

very tight at the moment. But
investment in public transport
is vital, to get people out

of their cars, reducing
congestion and cutting
emissions.

As a perfect example,
improving the line between
Honiton and Exeter, which is
supported by our local MP
Richard Foord, local councils
and a range of campaign
groups including ourselves,
would be a valuable
investment in all

our futures. QQ)%NDS Op

To read the latest issue of the Friends of Honiton Station newsletters,

or for more information, visit www.friendsofhonitonstation.org.uk.

m

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers

- Your: Local, Friendly,
Pro"t;ésmnal

. Stove épemalists

ALL YOU NEED UNDER ONE ROOF...

Y Wood, Multi-fuel, gas and electric stoves

Y Gas and electric fires

) Complete design, sales and installation service

) Fully insured and work guaranteed

Showroom: Unit 6, Park Court,
Heathpark Industrial Estate
Devonshire Road, Honiton, EX14 1SW
Tel: 01404 44777

Email: faradaystoves@gmail.com

www.faradaystoves.co.uk

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk




Honiton u3a
Learn, Laugh, Live

After a record-breaking 2025,
Members of Honiton u3a are
looking forward to kicking off
the new year with a wide range
of knowledgeable speakers and
a record number of Interest
Groups to choose from.

With over 40 Interest Groups,
Honiton u3a’s 330 members
can select from a wide range of
activities, from history, languages
and nature appreciation, to
walking, writing and wine tasting.
There are book groups and a
chance to learn and practise a
wide variety of craft skills. Other
groups cover music, art, card
games and photography.

Groups like u3a provide
friendship and the sharing of
experiences which improve
wellbeing, and help older people

Honiton u3a encourages its
members to develop and share
their interests, to try something
new and to socialise with like-
minded people.

The Chairman of Honiton u3a,
Richard Spoerry, said: “Honiton
u3a has enjoyed a very
successful year with a record
number of members and the
establishment of new activity
groups. We are always delighted
to welcome new members.”

The first General Meeting of
2026 is at The Beehive on
Wednesday January 2 st
when Alex Leger will give
a talk entitled “Blue Peter:
Working with the Military".
Alex was a producer
on the popular and
iconic children’s TV
programme for many
years, working with the
legendary editor Biddy
Baxter and many of the

=k

become household names.

On Wednesday February | Ith,
Honiton u3a will be welcoming
lan Williamson who will be
talking about walking the length
of Hadrian’s Wall. A member
of South Somerset Ramblers,
lan walked the 84 miles from
Wallsend to Bowness over 5
days.

Doors open for these talks at
[.30 p.m. and the meetings start
at 2 p.m. Honiton u3a warmly
welcomes non-members to
attend one of its monthly
meetings, to sample what it has
to offer and to meet members
of the Committee and other
u3a members.

There are no Strangers

| Ohly friends you haven't'

SE OF HAIR
& BEAUTY
®

Our Customer Service is second-to-none,
with our attention to detail,
we aim to inspire and deliver excellence
above and beyond your expectations.

Official supplier of GHD's,
exclusive stockist Paul Mitchell,
special promotions

Book now on: 01404 42537
Visit us: 26 New Street, Honiton, EX14 |EX
E: houseofhair.honiton@hotmail.co.uk
W: www.houseofhairhoniton.com

OFFICE SUPPLIES - COMPUTER - MEDIA SERVICES
28 Mill Street, Ottery St Mary

szNl: 01404 814946 m
PC/Laptop Repairs, Upgrades, Home Visits
Printing & Copying Service - Anything from Cards to Plans
& Photos from phone, email and USB
PASSPORT & ID PHOTOS (Open9to4
PRINTED & ONLINE | Mon-Fri

(OTTERY OFFICE & COMPUTER LTD

Access Point.

AFFORDABLE & EFFECTIVE
WEBSITE DESIGN SERVICES
L N

Kode desig ng

sales@kodedesigns.com 07712 129876
www.kodedesigns.com

REPAIRS, SERVICING, MAINTENANCE, MOTS

CALL US ON: 01404 851551

to live a more fulfiled third age.  presenters who have

Book Your « Tyre Fitting

MOT Test with * Exhausts
Us Today
+ Brakes
« Cambelts
¢ Clutches

Hours of Operation + Auto Air Conditioning
Mon - Fri: 8:30am - 5:30pm
Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY GARAGE
Serving Honiton, Ottery St Mary, and the East Devon Area
Put our 20-plus years of experience to work for you by calling our shop today.

+ Diagnostics

+ Minor Repairs

e W ink A

To find out more about Honiton u3a, and how to join, go to their website: honiton.u3asite.uk www.curtwillismotors.com - Fenny Bridges Honiton, Devon, EX14 3BG

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS SWITCH ON

On Saturday 15" November,
hundreds of excited
townspeople flocked to
Honiton Town Council's
inaugural “Christmas

Tree Lights Switch On”
event. After the demise of
the Honiton Chamber of
Commerce earlier in the
year, Honiton Town Council
stepped in to ensure this
popular town event would
continue.

The fun kicked off at 4.30pm
with carols from St Paul's
Church choir to set the
festive mood, followed by

a visit from popular Disney
princesses with some theme
tunes sung by Lydia Bailys.
Townsfolk both young and
old enthusiastically joined in
all the singing.

This was followed by
Honiton Town Band playing
Christmas classics, as the
excitement built. It was

the ideal moment for some ,
to pop across the road to
visit the hot food stalls that *
attended for the evening.

‘At 5.30pm the new Town

Crier Caroline Kolek
performed her cry, followed
by the vicar Reverend
Tracey Voysey blessing the
tree. Honiton Town Mayor
Andrew Pearsall announced
the winners of the shop
Christmas Window Display
competition: runner up was
4 You From Me, with the
top prize being scooped

by newcomers to the High
Street, Honiton Hardware
with their fabulous snowy
scene of Christmas bears!

The Deputy Mayor Lucy
Wakefield then had

the task of announcing
the prestigious title of
“Honitonian of the Year".
This was awarded to
Mark Rich who has spent

the months since the ¢

demise of the Chamber

of Commerce setting up
Honiton Business Network
(CIC), which currently has
over 90 members. Mark also
presides over the accounts

for several Iog comn@ity

groups as wellfas actively

supporting the CUB and

Honiton Carers Group.

Now it was time for the main
event and with hundreds
joining in the countdown,
itwas 3-2-1and our
“Honitonian of the Year”
pressed the button and
illuminated our beautiful
tree. At nearly 30 foot we
think it's one of the best
trees Honiton has ever
had, and a big thank you to
Combe Garden Centre for

supplying it.

As the “oohs and aahs!” fell
away there was a burst of
music and a tinkling of bells
which heralded the arrival
of Father Christmas and his
elves in their illuminated
sleigh. Father Christmas
took up residence in his
specially built grotto and
met all the queuing families,
posing for photographs

and handing out gifts to

", every child. Waiting children

ehjoyed the music and snow
and we hope all'left happy
and feeling festive. .

Honiton Town Council
towncouncil@honiton.gov.uk

.
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Serving Honiton and the wider Devon area, Drain
Wizard is a trusted, family-run business with
over 20 years' experience in clean water

supply and drainage services. From blocked
drains and CCTV surveys to mains water

repairs and septic tank maintenance, our fully
qualified team delivers efficient, professional
results every time.

We're proud to offer 24-hour local call-outs with no
call-out fees and fixed, transparent pricing across
the region. All our work is guaranteed and carried
out to the highest safety and industry standards.

As WRAS Approved, SafeContractor and a
Constructionline Accredited member, we
ensure every job meets the required level of
professionalism and care.

g Oﬁ‘ﬁ:‘ia ! = l-ﬁgja?‘
,“\a““vou for your Supp ort

For courteous, reliable service you can depend on,
contact Drain Wizard today - your local specialists
in water and drainage solutions across Honiton and
surrounding Devon areas.

éroinwizcrd

Blockages & Jetting .
CCTV Surveys

Repairs & Lining

Drain tracing

Pitch fibre reforming

Pipe bursting

Septic tank installation
treatment plant installation
Soakaway problems

Water leak detection

Water leak repairs
Moling

Renewals

Patio, driveway cleaning
Decking cleaning

Tel: 01392 461670 / 01404 602016 Mob: 07834 712345
Email: info@drainwizard.co.uk \Website: www.drainwizard.co.uk

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk



River Exe

Healthcare W
Happy and PUBLICATIONS
SupportEd in NICK SULLY - Field Sales Manager

y0u1‘ hOIIle [ theflyerpublications@gmail.com - 07852 484419

Qu, RLY T¢ N GUIDE FOR QUARTERLY TOWN GUIDE FOR
CHARD & THE TA20 POSTCODE CREWKERNE & THE HAMSTONE VILLAGES
www.thechardflyer.co.uk www.thecrewkerneflyer.co.uk

COVERING HONITON, DUNKESWELL,

g S av &TH POSTC MEMBURY AND COLYTON
\ Call us today 5 T & THE DT6 POSTC!
Q 01395 264767 wavw.riverexehealthcare.co.uk www.thebridportflyer.co.uk www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk

WE HOPE THAT YOU ENJOY READING THE HONITON FLYER
SO WHY NOT ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE?

We use Royal Mail for distribution throughout the whole of the EX14
postcode, that is over 11,400 addresses! So every private and business
address in and around Honiton will see your advert.

Our next edition is “Spring 2026".

Distribution will be week commencing Monday 20 April 2025.
Booking deadline 20 March.

Please call Nick on 07852 484419
or email theflyerpublications@gmail.com

DON'’'T WASTE YOUR ADVERTISING BUDGET ELSEWHERE,
SPEND IT WISELY IN THE HONITON FLYER!

WWW.THEHONITONFLYER.CO.UK

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers
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" Antiques Basaar

A Great Centre for Antiques and Curiosities
TRADING 7 DAYS A WEEK

The Old Textile Mill, South Street, Crewkerne. TA18 8AG

Tel: 01460 77121

'i @AntiquesBazaars

For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk




Rural Community Carer PARNELL COACHES}

Build a career caring for your

community. WE OFFER RELIABLE AND COMFORTABLE COACH

SERVICES FOR A VARIETY OF OCCASIONS

Build a career that matters, connecting communities and delivering high- g“r fleet fOf m'OdeIrT:I QOaCheﬁlcan <’:lccommf0datil grou fps ofb?ll sizes
standard care and support with integrity and heart. and our professional drivers will ensure a safe and comfortable journey.

Learn, specialise, and grow with tailored training and development. Support
our customers’ goals while reaching yours, because care is a calling, not just
a job.

Full & Part time roles across
Honiton, Ottery St Mary,
Sidmouth & surrounding areas.

~@¥ Paid Travel Time & Mileage
@)% Flexible Hours

~@¥ Tailored Training Programmes

| , A GOOD SELECTION OF VEHICLES AVAILABLE FOR SALE
g% Salaried

MINI & MIDI COACHES ALWAYS WANTED

Join The Hive: ‘ &

& careers@bct-group.co.uk
Q- 01404 643883

Call Tim on 01404 47502 / 07790 966667
or Leon on 07856 867388

. Email: info@parnellscoaches.co.uk f
www.parnellscoaches.co.uk

Requlated by

@www.bct-group.co.uk i CareQual
Commission

7, Alliance Court, Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton EX14 1YL

Please mention THE HONITON FLYER when contacting our advertisers For more information please visit www.thehonitonflyer.co.uk
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Featherstone

kyha.featherstone@mkmbs.co.uk
01404 41242
www.mkm.com



